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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of The Problem 

Reading is one of the language skills particularly in English subject that 

should be learned by students. It is because of the English language in present 

time as dominant language use as medium of communication in the world. 

Therefore, it is necessary for students who want to get knowledge through 

English. Besides, by reading, students can get much information about everything 

in order to master English well. More specifically, According to Broughton & 

Christopher et al (2003), reading is essentially an intellectual skill; this is the 

ability to correlate the black marks on the paper by way of the formal elements of 

language, let us say the words as sound, with the meanings which those words 

symbolize. It means that reading is process to understand the text content and to 

get information. So, the students can get the knowledge and get pleasure (p. 90). 

Furthermore, reading is a skill which is taught in the English class at 

school including tenth grade students of Madrasah Aliyah Muhammadiyah 

Pekanbaru. It is important for students at Madrasah Aliyah Muhammadiyah 

Pekanbaru or always called by MA Muhammadiyah Pekanbaru. It is islamic 

school which has background Muhamadiyah. MA Muhamadiyah Pekanbaru uses 

School-Based Curriculum (SBC) in the process of teaching and learning which 

demonstrates that students are able to understand and response the functional text 

based on the daily life context. English subject is also taught based on School 

Based Curriculum (SBC). English is taught twice a week (90 minutes) and the 
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passing grade of English subject is 78 in tenth grade but most of them were not 

able to achieve the passing grade.  

Based on the previous study above, the researcher obtained the problems 

by interviewing English teacher and observation when the researcher was having 

teaching practice at MA Muhamadiyah Pekanbaru. From interview and 

observation could be summed up that every student has unique itself. Some of 

students might be extremely active, somewhat active, or not active at all. They 

could be very active in listening to teacher‟s explanation but they were lazy in 

reading or did task reading comprehension. It means there is something wrong in 

learning process of students. This problem needs solving very well because the 

process of learning causes the difference of proficiency. This also made the 

teacher‟s strategy and method not touch students. That is why students‟ 

personality needs to be understood in order to solve the learning problem of the 

students.  

Every teacher has different ways to deliver the learning and the other side 

every student has different ways in learning. It needs to understand students‟ 

personality in terms of character, affective, learning style and motivation.  

Similarly Wilz (2000) expressed that needs for understanding personality types on 

the part of the teacher, An awareness of student personality types allows teachers 

to have a better understanding of the classroom dynamics and to be better able to 

determine what kinds of classroom activities and strategies would be most 

effective with a majority of students in the class. And it is strengthened by 

Lawrence, the teaching/learning process creates unique chemistry between 
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instructors and students because different instructors have different teaching styles 

and different students have different learning styles. In order to understand student 

motivation and learning style, it is important to understand personality type (p. 

32). 

Based on the fact there were some factors that affect the students‟ reading 

comprehension and that had been investigated by linguist to solve the problem in 

English learning process. This needs to know the students‟ personality in reading 

comprehension. To convince, John Nye et al. (2013) stated that multiple studies 

have shown that academic achievement is strongly correlated with various 

measures of individual personality traits (p. 3).  

To be specifically, Millot and Cranney in Nabiollah et al. (2012) note that,  

in a study on relationship between personality type and learning style in reading 

comprehension found a significant link between personality types of introversion, 

intuition and perceiving and learning style (p. 5) . 

Sharp, in a study to investigate the effect of text structure on reading 

comprehension. As a result, interested in “reading-personality type studies” 

consider the type of the texts, e.g. expository, narrative, argumentative etc. (p. 6).  

So in this case the researcher uses narrative text as a medium in reading 

comprehension. 

Regarding to the problems above, the problems of this research are 

identified as follows: 

a. Some of the students were motivated with reading comprehension of 

narrative text while some of them ignored it  
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b. Some of the students gave full pay attention to the teacher‟s 

explanation of narrative text while some of them were not interested 

somewhile sleepy and exactly sleept  

c. Some of the students did task of reading comprehension of narrative 

text well while some of them preferred to copy the answers from their 

friends  

d. some of the students were active in asking question or going forward in 

front to do the exercise in the board about reading comprehension of 

narrative text while a few of  the students were just silent and sat  

e. Some of the students were quite well in reading with correct 

pronunciation but they were confused in its writing and difficult 

understand the narrative text  

Based on the problem depicted above, thus, the researcher tries to 

investigate the problem into the research entitled “The Correlation between 

Students’ Personality Traits and Their Reading Comprehension at Tenth 

Grade of Madrasah Aliyah Muhammadiyah Pekanbaru”. 
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B. The Problem 

1. Identification of The Problem 

Based on the background of the study above, it is very clear that 

the students still had many problems. To make it clearly, the problems in 

this research can be identified as follows: 

a. Some of the students were motivated with reading comprehension of 

narrative text while some of them ignored it  

b. Some of the students gave full pay attention to the teacher explanation 

of narrative text while some of them were not interested somewhile 

sleepy and exactly sleept  

c. Some of the students did task of reading comprehension of narrative 

text well while some of them preferred to copy the answers from their 

friends  

d. Some of the students were active in asking question or going forward 

in front to do the exercise in the board about reading comprehension 

of narrative text while a few of  the students were just silent and sat  

e. Some of the students were quite well in reading with correct 

pronunciation but they were confused in its writing and difficult 

understand the narrative text  

 

 

 

 



6 
 

2. Limitation of Problem 

Based on the identification above. The researcher needed to limit 

this research, thus, the research problems were limited on students‟ 

personality traits (Openness, Conscientiousness, Extraversion, 

Agreeableness and Neuroticism) and their reading comprehension of 

narrative text at tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah Muhammadiyah 

Pekanbaru.  

3. Formulation of The Problem 

Based on the explanation above, the problem will be formulated 

in the following research questions: 

a. How is students‟ personality traits at tenth grade of MA 

Muhammadiyah Pekanbaru? 

b. How is students‟ reading comprehension of narrative text at tenth 

grade of MA Muhammadiyah Pekanbaru? 

c. Is there any significant correlation between students „personality traits 

and their reading comprehension of narrative text at tenth grade of 

MA Muhammadiyah Pekanbaru? 

C. Objectives and Significance of The Research 

1. Objectives of the Research 

a. To find out the students‟ personality traits at tenth grade of MA 

Muhammadiyah Pekanbaru. 

b. To find out the students‟ reading comprehension of narrative text at 

tenth grade of MA Muhammadiyah Pekanbaru. 
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c. To know the significant correlation between students‟ personality 

traits and their reading comprehension of narrative text at tenth grade 

of MA Muhammadiyah Pekanbaru. 

2. The significance of the Research 

In common, this research is expected to give a positive 

contribution to give accurate information about correlation between 

students‟ personality traits and their reading comprehension in this school. 

This research is expected to provide some significance to the following 

persons: 

a. Students 

The result of this research will be addressed to the students, 

particularly tenth grade of MA Muhammadiyah Pekanbaru, reflection 

and information in term of their personality traits in relation to their 

reading comprehension of narrative text.  

b. Teacher  

The result of the research will be useful for the teacher, particularly 

the teacher of the school in which the researcher conducted this 

research, as the consideration and concern to explore or identify the 

students in class management specially their personality traits through 

reading comprehension of narrative text. 
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c. Other researchers 

The result of the research will be useful for others as consideration as 

well as a recommendation in case they will carry out any further 

research in the same field. 

D. Reason For Choosing the Title 

There are several reasons of why the researcher thinks it is a need to 

conduct this research. Those are as follows: 

1. Based on the problem of the research, this title is appropriate to solve the 

English language learning problem and teaching at MA Muhammadiyah 

Pekanbaru. 

2. The title of this research is relevant to the researcher‟s status as a student 

of English Education Department. 

3. The title of this research is not yet investigated by other previous 

researchers 

4. The location of the research facilitates the researcher in conducting the 

research.  
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E. Definition of Term 

In order to avoid misunderstanding about the title in this research, it is 

necessary to define the terms as follows: 

1. Correlation  

According to Gravetter & Forzano (2012), correlational research 

strategy, two or more variables are measured to obtain a set of scores 

(usually two scores) for each individual. The measurements are then 

examined to identify any patterns of relationship that exist between the 

variables and to measure the strength of the relationship (p. 344).  

Briefly in this research the researcher has two variables, they are 

personality traits and reading comprehension. The researcher focuses on 

personality traits as independent variable (x) and reading comprehension 

as the dependent variable (y).  

2. Personality Traits  

McCrae & Costa argued that Personality traits are defined as 

dimensions of individual differences in tendencies to show consistent 

patterns of thoughts, feelings, and actions (as cited in McCrae, 2002, p. 3). 

In this study, traits of personality refer to the differences between students, 

as shown by the way thinks, behaves, and feels. This matter will be seen 

based on personality traits theory, they are openness, conscientiousness, 

extraversion, agreeableness and neuroticism. 
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3. Reading Comprehension 

According to Anderson, Hiebert, Scott, et. al., reading 

comprehension is the process of constructing meaning by coordinating a 

number of complex processes that include word reading, world 

knowledge, and fluency, and also be able to combine units of meaning into 

a coherent message (cited in Klingner, 2007, p. 2). In this research context 

reading comprehension means the students‟ ability in comprehending 

narrative text particularly in word meaning, topic of the text, specific 

information, characteristic from character and event of the story. 

  

 


