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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Teaching English cannot be separated from teaching the four skills. 

Each of them should be mastered, they are speaking, listening, writing 

and reading as well. Reading is one of the most important skills that 

should be learned and mastered by every individual. Reading has 

interaction between the reader and the text. According to Richards & 

Schmidt, (2010:234) reading is the processes by which the meaning of a 

written text is understood. In reading activity, students should be able to 

comprehend meaning of texts to get information and also knowledge 

from texts. Thus, it can be concluded that readers not only should know 

the meaning of words but also be able to comprehend the meaning 

contained in texts. 

In teaching and  learning process, reading  becomes very important 

to improve general skills in English. Reading helps students learn to 

think in English, enlarge their vocabulary, and find new ideas, facts, and 

experiences. Reading is also needed by students to exercise and train in 

order to have a good reading skill.  

Meanwhile, in reading text, comprehension is an important skill to 

get messages of written language. Duffy (2009:14) stated that 

“comprehension is the essence of reading because the goal of written 
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language is communication of messages”. The same idea is also pointed 

by Nunan (2003:132) stated that reading is the process of combining 

information from a text reader and their own knowledge to construct a 

meaning. Comprehenion is purposed to get some information or 

messages from the text. 

Nowadays, Junior High School MTsN Kampar, is one the public 

schools in Kampar Regency. Based on Curriculum (KTSP) as its 

guidance in arranging lesson plan, including in reading subject, the four 

skills should be understood by the students. In this school, English 

subject has two meetings in each week. In one meeting, the duration is 

only 45 minutes. Furthermore, the passing grade in this school for 

English subject is 75. 

Based on syllabus of national education department (2006), reading 

skill for Junior high School has three basic competencies that should be 

achieved by the second grade students. First, the students are able to read 

aloud the text in meaningful function of simple short essays recount and 

narrative form with speech, stress, and intonation that are acceptable 

regarding the surrounding environment. Second, the students are able to 

respond the meaning in simple short functional written text accurately, 

fluently and acceptably regarding the surrounding environment. 

Third, the students are able to respond the meaning and rhetorical 

steps in simple short essay accurately, fluently and acceptably regarding 
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the environment in the forms of recount and narrative text. It means that 

the students are required to be able to comprehend the meaning of simple 

short essays recount and narrative. It is very crucial for students in order 

to make them understand in learning process.  

Furthermore,the goal of teaching reading in junior high school is to 

develop students' ability to communicate in that language, in the form of 

oral and written. Communication skills include listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing. Growing awareness of the nature and importance of 

language English as a foreign language becomes a major toollearn. 

Develop an understanding of the interrelations between language and 

culture and broaden cultural horizons. Therefore, students have insight 

across cultures and involvingin cultural diversity. 

Based on researcher’s preliminary observation to the second grade 

students at MTsN Kampar on 5 January 2017. English Teacher Hasna 

Wilda S.Pd., used a text book to teach students in reading 

comprehension. The teacher explained the kind of the textand asked 

students to read the text. After that the teacher asked the students to 

understand and answer the questions based on the text. But, most of the 

students could not read the textbook well and they felt bored in the class. 

The result from that case was the students did not achieve the goal in 

English lesson especially in reading skill.  
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The problems that students faced are in the following phenomena: 

1. Some of the students are not able to identify the main idea in 

Narrative text. 

2. Some of the students get difficulties in identify generic structures in 

Narrative text  

3. Some of the students are not able to find out the meaning of 

unfamiliar vocabulary in Narrative text  

4. Some of the students are not able to identify language features in 

Narrative text. 

5. Some of students are not able to identify specific detail information 

in Narrative text 

Based on the phenomena above, the researcher can conclude that 

the students still cannot understand about Narrative text. Therefore, to 

solve the problem above, the researcher gives an appropriate strategyto 

students to improve their reading text by using KWL Plus strategy. 

Ogle, D (2008:113) stated that “KWL is a process in which the 

teacher models and guides active engagement with informational texts”. 

According to Carr and Ogle in Panida (2012:4) revised the KWL strategy 

to KWL Plus strategy (short for know, want and learn plus mapping and 

summarizing), KWL Plus also is one of metacognitive strategies in its 

nature. Barnhardtet al (1999:36) stated that metacognitive strategy can 

help the students and teacher to manageable their class and the teacher 
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will provide students with a powerful approach that can help them 

throughout their lives. 

Based on thestatements above, the researcher is necessary to 

conducting a research entitled “The Effect of Using KWL Plus (know, 

want, learn, plus mapping and summarizing) Strategy on Students’ 

Reading Comprehension in Narrative text at Second Grade of MTsN 

Kampar”. 

B. The Problem 

1. The Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background and the problems explained above, 

it is clear that some of the students at MTsN  Kampar  still get 

difficulties in their comprehension of narrative text. To make it 

clear, the problems of this research are identified as follows : 

a. What makes some of the students unable to identify themain 

idea in Narrative text ? 

b. What makes some of the students unable to identify thegeneric 

structure in Narrative text ? 

c. What causes some of the students unable to identify the 

language features in Narrative text ? 

d. What makes the students unable to find out the meaning of 

unfamiliar vocabulary in Narrative text? 
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e. What makes the students unable to find specipic information in 

Narrative text ? 

 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

Actually, there are many aspects included in this research but 

there are necessarily limited. In this research, the reseacher focused on 

the effect of using KWL Plus startegy on students’ reading 

comprehension of Narrativetext at second grade of MTsN  Kampar. 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

To make this research easily, therefore the researcher make the 

formulation of problem as follows; 

a. How is the students’ reading comprehension taught without using 

KWL Plus strategy at the second grade of MTsN Kampar? 

b. How is the students’ reading comprehension taught by using KWL 

Plus strategy at the second grade of MTsN Kampar? 

c. Is there any significant effect on using KWL Plus strategy on 

students’ reading comprehension at the second grade of MTsN 

Kampar? 

C. The Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. The Objective of the Research 
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a. To find out the information and data about students’ reading 

comprehension taught withoutby using KWL Plus strategy at 

MTsN  Kampar. 

b. To find out the information and data about students’ reading 

comprehension taught by using KWL Plus strategy at MTsN  

Kampar 

c. To find out whether there is a significant effect of using KWL 

Plus strategy on  students’ reading comprehension at the second 

grade of MTsN  Kampar. 

2. Significance of the Research 

This research is very crucial to be conducted because of some 

reasons. They are as follows : 

a. To fulfill one of the requirements to finish the researcher study 

in English Education Department of State Islamic University 

of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau. 

b. To enhance the researcher knowledge about teaching reading 

by KWL Plus strategy. 

c. To motivate students to improve their proficiency in reading 

comprehension in order to give chance to students to be master 

English. 

D. Reason for Choosing the Title 

The reason why the researcher is conducting this research are 

based on several consideration : 
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1. The researcher is very interested in carrying out this research in 

order to know the effect of using KWL Plus Strategyon studenys’ 

reading comprehension in Narrativetext of the second grade students 

at MTsN Kampar. 

2. This research is very important to be discussed and it will be 

valuable contributions for the researcher particularly and for the 

English teachers generally to be recognizing and applying to the 

students in teaching Narrative. 

3. This research is relevant to her status as an English student of 

English Education Department of State Islamic University ofSultan 

Syarif Kasim Riau.  

4. The location of the researcher facilitates the researcher to conducted 

the research. 

E. Definition of Term 

1. KWL Plus Strategy 

In this research, KWL Plus is a strategy that teacher uses 

when teaching students in reading comprehension. Ogle, D 

(2008:113) stated that “KWL is a process in which the teacher 

models and guides active engagement with informational 

texts”.According to Carr and Ogle in Panida (2012:4) revised the 

KWL strategy to KWL Plus strategy (short for know, want and 

learn plus mapping and summarizing). 

2. Reading Comprehension 
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Reading comprehension is some stages of process of the 

reader when they are reading. Reading comprehension is about how 

the reader can construct the meaning from writing text. According 

to Snow (2012:156), Reading Comprehension is as the process of 

simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through 

interaction and involvement with written language. Reading 

comprehension is one of the interesting processes to find out and 

construct meaning in written text. 

3. Narrative Text 

Narrative text is a kind of text that contains fiction or 

nonfiction story. The narrative text usually uses past tense formula. 

According to Richards & Schmidt (2010:276) narrative is written 

or oral account of a real or fictional story. They also mentioned that 

the purpose of narrative is to tell a story or to entertain. Thus, 

narrative text is a text which tell a real or fictional story to entertain 

readers. 

 


