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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Research

Reading is an activity, which is done by English language learners. They

read for many purposes. Sometimes, they read to entertain themselves or to

construct new knowledge from the interaction between texts and their own

background knowledge. Harmer (2007:200) divided the reason for reading

into two broad categories; instrumental and pleasureable. Anne and Keith in

Graves (2001:333) also stated that “Those who read a lot will enhance their

verbal intelligence; that is, reading will make them smarter”.

As one of the language skills, reading is not as easy as we thought.

According to McPike in Graves (2001:310), “Reading is a complex

undertaking that requires a lot from the reader; but, like good art, it demands

are more than matched by what it gives in return”. It means that English as a

foreign language in Indonesia is absolutely difficult for every students to

comprehend what they read. Especially when the students have to

comprehend the text individually or usually called individual reading. Malley

and Pierce (1996:95) stated that to improve reading comprehension, teacher

must provide a choice of reading selections, ensure the students are reading

texts of optimal difficulty which challenge but do not discourage them,

encourage rereading of texts, and allow students to discuss what they read

with others to encourage social negotiation of meaning.
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According to Wachyunni (2011:25), commonly there are at least two

options that can be selected by teachers to make students learn and interact in

terms of a reading comprehension class. Firstly, they can manage their

reading class in an individual learning situation, so that the students will be

involved in the reading activity individually in their own pace and way.

Secondly, they can set up the class to work together in small groups or in pair

regardless of the diversity in terms of ability and background.

In line with the above description, the researcher is interested in

comparing both of them at State Junior High School 1 Tapung Hulu. State

Junior High School 1 Tapung Hulu is one of the  junior high schools in

Tapung Hulu that applies School-Based Curriculum (SBC). Based on the

syllabus of  the second grade students of junior high school (2006:130), the

students must achieve two competences; those are standard competence and

basic competence. For standard competence, the students are required to

comprehend simple short functional text and simple essays in daily life and

knowledge usage in the form of recount and narrative text. The time

allocation for learning English at this school is 40 minutes in every session

and it is taught twice a week.

Based on the preliminary study of the researcher at State Junior High

School 1 Tapung Hulu on November 11th 2016, the researcher found some of

the students were still getting difficulties on reading comprehension,

especially in recount text. There were 60% of students who got the low score,
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20% of students who got the middle score and 20% of students who got the

high score. The phenomenon can be seen from the symptoms below:

1. Some of the students had difficulty in comprehending the factual or certain

information in detail such a person, place, time and events of recount text.

2. Some of the students had difficulty in comprehending communicative

purpose of recount text.

3. Some of the students had difficulty in comprehending the language

features of recount text.

4. Some of the students had difficulty in comprehending vocabulary meaning

of recount text.

5. Some of the students had difficulty in comprehending the generic structure

of recount text.

Based on the problems depicted above, thus the researcher is interested in

investigating the problems above into a research entitled A Comparison

between Individual Reading and Partner Reading on Students’ Reading

Comprehension of Recount Text at Second Grade of State Junior High

School 1 Tapung Hulu

B. The Problem

1. Identification of the Problem

Based on the background and phenomenon above, so the problem

is that the students cannot comprehend the recount text by themselves.
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Therefore, the problem can be identified in the following

identifications:

a. What were the causes that the students had difficulty in

comprehending the factual or certain information in detail such a

person, place, time and events in recount text?

b. What were the causes that some of the students had difficulty in

comprehending communicative purpose in recount text?

c. What were the causes that some of the students had difficulty in

comprehending the language features in recount text?

d. What were the causes that some of the students had difficulty in

comprehending vocabulary meaning in recount text?

e. What were the causes that some of the students had difficulty in

comprehending the generic structure in recount text?

2. The Limitation of the Problem

Based on the identification of the problem stated above, the

researcher had limited the problem of this research to the comparison

between individual and partner reading on students’ reading

comprehension of recount text at second grade of State Junior High

School 1 Tapung Hulu.
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3. Formulation of the Problem

The formulation of the problem of this researchis to find out if

there is a significant difference between individual and partner reading

on students’ reading comprehension of recount text at second grade of

State Junior High School 1 Tapung Hulu.

C. The Objective and Significance of the Research

1. The Objective of the Research

The objective of the research is to find out the significant

difference between individual and partner reading on students’ reading

comprehension of recount text at second grade of State Junior High

School 1 Tapung Hulu.

2. The Significance of the Research

The significance of this research is as follows:

a. Hopefully, these research findings are able to contribute a benefit to

the researcher as a novice researcher learning how to conduct a

research.

b. These research findings are also expected to be useful for teachers of

English at the second grade of State Junior High School 1 Tapung

Hulu to be consideration in their teaching and learning in the future.

c. Besides, these research findings are also expected to be positive

information, especially for those who are aware of teaching and

learning English as a foreign /second language.
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d. Finally, these research findings are also expected to be the practical

and theoritical information the development of the theories on

English language teaching.

D. Definition of the Terms.

1. Reading Comprehension

Blanton in Westwood (2008:31) stated that reading comprehension

can be defined as an active thinking process through which a reader

intentionally constructs meaning to form a deeper understanding of

concepts and information presented in a text.

2. Individual Reading

According to Harmer (2007:115), in individual reading, students

read privately, then answer questions individually and complete

worksheets by themselves. In this research, individual reading refers to

individual learning in reading skill where the students read and do the

exercises on their own in class.

3. Partner Reading

Ghunter in Simond (2001:5) stated that partnered reading becomes

a tool in the hands of the teacher to promote learning and make it

enjoyable simultaneously. Students are encouraged to work together to

read an assigned text which promotes not only reading but the ability to

work together.


