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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study  

Listening is one of the skills that should be mastered by the students. 

According to Nunan (2003, p. 24), listening is an active, purposeful process of 

making sense of what we hear. Listening, along with reading, is a receptive skill. 

As people listen, they process, not only what they hear but also connect it to other 

information they already know.  

It is important for students to learn listening. In a language especially 

English, between what students listen to the sound and their knowledge about the 

words are different. As the result, the students sometimes make wrong 

interpretation of what they listen to. Buck (2001, p. 32), it is due to their 

pronouncation encountered in the classroom often differs considerably from that 

used by real speakers. In order to have proper comprehension in listening the 

students must know about the grammar, vocabulary, even meaning of the words. 

Still Buck (2001, p. 2), the most important consideration of language 

compehension works is phonology, lexis, syntax, semantic, and discourse 

structure.  Therefore, the sound even phonology, lexis, grammar, of language 

must be learned in order to understand the words. 

In the process of learning English in school based curriculum, there are 

several basic competences that should be achieved by tenth grade students of 

Senior High School. First, the students are able to analyze the social function, text 

structure, and language features of  introduction text. Second, the students are able 
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to analyze the expression of commend, expression of caring, expression of 

proposal intention, expression of congratulating, simple past and present pefect 

tense, desriptive text, announcement text, recount text, narrative text, and song 

accurately and fluently .  

 In Senior High School Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru, teaching learning 

process uses school based curriculum. Based on the the purpose of basic 

compretences in listening, the students should have good listening 

comprehension. But the purpose is not reach yet. In reality, they still have 

problems and diffficulties in listening comprehension. However, they possible 

good in English because they have learned English since they were in elementary 

school. The problems of the students; they still have low level of listening 

comprehension, they lack of grammar mastery, and they also tend to ask their 

friend when they were given listening task. In short, the phenomena of the 

problems are as follow : 

a. Some of the students were unable to retell the information in 

listening task 

b. Some of the students were unable to make inference in listening task 

c. Some of students were difficult to find out the detail information in 

listening task 

d. Some of students were unable to respond spoken text or information 

in listening task 

The phenomena happen because some factors. One of them is students’ 

vocabulary knowledge. According to Zhifa shen (2008, p. 136), vocabulary 
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knowledge is defined as a learner’s level knowledge of various aspects of a given 

word, or how well the learner knows this.  

Helmut (2007, p. 208) stated that vocabulary knowledge is strongly related 

to comprehension, as word recoginition which is the understanding of meaning. It 

is connected to receptive skill ( listening and reading) but strongly with the result 

of reading. In addition, Nation (2001, p. 188) stated that learning vocabulary 

through listening is one type of learning through meaning focused input. Learners 

would need at least 95% coverage of the running words in the input in order to 

gain reasonable comprehension and to have reasonable success at guessing from 

context. Based on this theory, it can be said that the more students vocabulary 

knowledge, the more they undertand what they listen to.  

Renukadevi (2014, p. 60), listening is the most significant part of 

communication as it is pivotal in providing a substantial and meaningful response. 

Especially in learning a language for communicative purpose, listening plays a 

crucial role, as it helps the language learner to acquire pronunciation, word stress, 

vocabulary, and syntax and the comprehension of messages conveyed can be 

based solely on tone of voice, pitch and accent; and it is only possible when we 

listen. 

By considering those problems and the theories before, it was clear that 

students’ vocabulary knowledge and listening comprehension had significant 

relationship. Based on the background above, the researcher conducted the 

research entitled:  
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 “The Relationship between Students’ Vocabulary Knowledge and Their 

Listening Comprehension at Senior High School Muhammadiyah 1 

Pekanbaru. 

B. The Problem 

1. Identification of The Problem 

Based on the problems that are explained by the researcher above, the 

problems in this research would be identified as following questions:  

a. Why did the students  have low level of listening comprehension? 

b. Why did the students have lack of grammar mastery? 

c. Why did the students tend to ask their friend in answering listening 

task? 

d. Why did the students vocabulary knowledge not help their listening 

comprehension although they have learned English since they were in 

elementary school?  

2. Limitation of the problem  

Based on the identification of the problem above, it was impossible for the 

researcher to investigate the entire problem stated. Therefore, the researcher 

just focused in vocabulary knowledge and listening comprehension. The 

researcher used song as a material in this research. The researcher took sample 

at tenth grade of Senior High School Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru.  

3. Formulation of the Problems 

Based on limitation of the problems above, it has been formulated into 

following research questions: 
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a. How is the students’ vocabulary knowledge at tenth grade of Senior High 

School Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru? 

b. How is the students’ listening comprehension at tenth grade of Senior 

High School Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru? 

c. Is there any significant relationship between students’ vocabulary 

knowledge and their listening comprehension at tenth grade of Senior High 

School Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru? 

4. Objective of the research 

a. To find out, the students’ vocabulary knowledge of tenth grade students at 

Senior High School Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru.  

b. To find out, the students’ listening comprehension of tenth grade students 

at Senior High School Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru. 

c. To find out, if there is a significant relationship between students’ 

vocabulary knowledge and their listening comprehension of tenth grade 

students at Senior High School Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru.  

5. Significance of the Research 

a. To provide useful information for the readers in conducting such a 

research. 

b. To fulfill one of requirements to finish research’s study in State Islamic 

University Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau. 

c. The researcher findings were also expected to be positive and valuable 

information especially for those who are concerned in the world of 
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teaching and learning as a foreign language and those who are concerned 

with the world of language teaching in general. 

6.  Definition of the Term 

The topic of this research is the relationship between students’ knowledge in 

vocabulary and their listening comprehension at Senior High School 

Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru. To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation, it 

is necessary to define some terms used in this research, they were:  

a. Correlation 

According to Creswell (2008, p. 338) stated that correlation is a statistical 

test to determine the tendency or pattern for two (or more) variables or 

two sets of data to vary consistently. Here, correlation is  a design of 

research to measure the relationship between two or more variables. 

b. Vocabulary knowledge 

Zhifa shen (2008, p. 136) stated that vocabulary knowledge is defined as 

a learner’s level knowledge of various aspects of a given word, or how 

well the learner knows this. Hence, vocabulary knowledge is the what 

people know whether in the form, pronouncation, written, even the 

meaning of the words. 

c. Listening Comprehension 

According to Lihua in Guo (2002, p. 5), listening comprehension is a 

complex psychological process of listeners’ understanding language by 

sense of hearing. Therefore, listening is a psychological process of the 

human mind to hear what they listen to. 
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7. The Reason for choosing the title 

a. The title of the research was relevant to the researcher’ status as a student 

of English Education Department of State Islamic University Sultan 

Syarif Kasim Riau. 

b. The title of this research was not yet investigated by other previous 

researchers. 

c. The location of the research has facilitated the researcher in conducting 

the research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


