
1 

CHAPTER II 

   REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Theoretical Framework 

 This chapter presents the review of related literature concerning the Nature 

of Speaking, the Concept of Teaching Speaking, Assessing in Speaking, 

Teaching Method, Silent Way Method, and Review of Previous Study. 

1.  The Nature of Speaking  

Speaking is a key of communication. It plays a very crucial part in 

peoples‟ daily life. Almost  every aspects in our life is covered by 

speaking. According to Longman in Purmayasari (2011, p.10), Speaking is 

defined to be able to talk in a particular language. 

Beside that, speaking is oral language proficiency and a complex 

language skill that involve knowledge and pronunciation, grammar, 

vocabulary, and culture. Speaking is also used for many purposes, and 

each purpose involves different skill. According to Richard (2002, p.201), 

when the people use casual conversation, for example speakers‟ purpose 

may be to make social purpose or to make social contact with people, to 

establish rapport or to engage in the harmless chitchat that occupies much 

of time they spend with friends.  

According to Lindsay (2006, p.57), “There are many reason for 

speaking, they are: to be sociable, we want something, we want other 

people to do something, to do something for someone else, to respond for 

someone else, to express our feeling or opinion about something, to 
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exchange information, to refer to an action or event in the past, present, or 

future, the possibility of something happening  and so on. Speaking is the 

important skill that student have to master. It is because in speaking we 

can know the students‟ ability to produce the target language, or English. 

In speaking we also need listening skill and understanding. Large 

vocabulary is also needed by student to master all of the language skills.  

From the usefulness and the importance of speaking, researcher can 

conclude that speaking is a crucial skill in English language. We cannot 

leave it when studying English, as speaking and the other skill have an 

interrelationship. It cannot separated. Speaking is as the high measurement 

of successful student of language besides three skill that the student should 

master them at the end of their learning process; they are listening, 

reading, and writing. In conclusion, speaking skill will play a large part in 

the overall competence.  

(Kalayo and Fauzan, 2007 :101) state that speaking ability is the 

measure of knowing language. It means that ability is description of 

someone who is able to speak grammatically and fluently. They explain 

that there are three areas of knowledge involved in speaking need to be 

recognize by the language learners. 

a. Mechanics (pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary): using the right 

words in the right order with the correct pronunciation. 

b. Functions (transaction and interaction): 
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1) Transaction/ information exchange is that knowing when clarity of 

message is necessary. 

2) Interaction/ relationship building is that knowing when precise 

understanding is not required. 

c. Social and cultural rules and norms (turn-taking, rate of speech, length 

of pauses between speakers, relative roles of participants): 

understanding how to take into account, who is speaking, to whom, in 

what circumstance, about what, and for what reason. 

In conclusion, the speaking ability of someone to produce language 

well. It should have the component of speaking, such accent, grammar, 

vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension. Hughes (2003, p.131). 

2.  The Concept of Teaching Speaking 

 The goal of teaching and learning English in Indonesia is to 

develop communicative skills that include the skill of listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing proportionately. Therefore, the teacher should provide 

the student with speaking task and give them opportunities to use the 

target language to communicative with others. According to  Harmer 

(1998, p.88), said that, there are three basic reasons why it is good idea to 

give students speaking task with provoke them to use all and any language 

at their comment. 

a. Rehearsal : getting student to have a free discussion, gives them a 

chance to rehearse having discussion outside the classroom 
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b. Feedback: speaking task where students are trying to use all and any 

language they know provides feedback for both teacher and students. 

Teacher can see how well their class is doing and what language 

problem they are having (that is good reason for „boomerang‟ lesson); 

student can also see how easy they find particular kinds of speaking 

and what they need to do to improve. Speaking activities can give 

them enormous confidence and satisfaction, and with sensitive teacher 

guidance can encourage them into further study. 

c. Engagement: good speaking activities can be highly motivating. If all 

the students are participating fully and if the teacher has set up activity 

properly and can give sympathetic and useful feedback, they will get 

tremendous satisfaction from it. Many speaking task (role-playing, 

discussion, problem-solving, etc) are intrinsically enjoyable in 

themselves. 

Good speaking activities can and should be extremely engaging the 

student. If they all participate, and if the teacher has set up the activity 

properly and can give sympathetic and useful feedback, they will get 

tremendous satisfaction from it. In other word, student will be much more 

confident speaker if this kind of speaking activation is a regular feature of 

lesson.  Harmer (1998, p.88) 

To make speaking work in class is not easy, usually the student do 

not much of the target language. They only listen all of the teacher 
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explanations. There are three factors why the student are silent in speaking 

activity. As Penny (1991,p.121) stated that: 

a. Inhibition. Learners are often inhibited about trying to say things in a 

foreign language in the classroom: worried about making mistakes, 

fearful or criticism or losing face, or simply shy of the attention that 

their speech attracts. 

b. Nothing to say when students feel inhibited. We often see students 

cannot think of anything to say: they have no motivation to express 

themselves beyond the guilty feeling that they should be speaking. 

c. Low or uneven participation. Only the participant can talk at a time if 

he or she is to be heard: and in large group this means that each one 

will have only little talking time. This problem is compounded by the 

tendency of some learner to dominate. While other speak very little or 

not at all. 

d. Mother-tongue use. In classes where all, or a number of, the learners 

share the same mother-tongue, they may tend to use it: because it is 

easier, because it feels unnatural to speak to another in a foreign 

language, and because they feel less „exposed‟ if they are speaking 

their mother-tongue. if they are talking in a small group it can be quite 

difficult to get some classes-particularly the less disciplined or 

motivated ones-to keep to the target language. 
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3.  Assessing Speaking Ability 

To know the students‟ achievement after they are treated by the 

Silent Way, their speaking skill is measured by using five point scale, or 

known as FSI (foreign service instate) proficiency collaborated with 

speaking measurement based on Harris (1969, p.81-82). There are five 

components have rating range from 1-6 with different weighting point 

(form the lowest to the highest). 

The speaking measurement contains of some components 

elaborated form students proficiency including their pronunciation, 

grammar, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension. 

Table II.1 

    Speaking Measurement 

a. Pronunciation 

Score Criteria 

0 Pronunciation problem to serve as to make speech virtually 

unintelligible 

1 Very hard to understand because of pronunciation problem, most 

frequently be asked to repeat 

2 Pronunciation problem necessities concentrated listening and 

occasionally lead to misunderstanding 

2 Always intelligible, thought one is conscious of definite accent  

3 Has few traces of foreign language 

4 Native pronunciation with no trace of foreign accent. 

 

b. Vocabulary  

Score Criteria 

4 Vocabulary limitation so extreme as to make conversation 

virtually impossible  

8 Misuse of words and very limited vocabulary makes 

comprehension quite difficult 

12 Frequently uses the wrong words conversation somewhat limited 

because of inadequate vocabulary  

16 Frequent errors use diction word but does not prevent 

understanding 

20 Sometimes uses inappropriate terms and must rephrases ideas 

because of lexical and equities. 

24 Use of vocabulary and idioms is virtually that of native speaker 

 



 12 

c. Grammar 

Score Criteria 

6 Error in grammar and word order, so serve as to make speech 

virtually unintelligible 

12 Grammar and word order errors make comprehension difficult, 

must often rephrases sentence and or rest rich himself to basic 

pattern  

18 Make frequent errors of grammar and word order, which 

occasionally obscure meaning 

24 Occasionally makes grammatical and or word orders errors 

that do not, however obscure meaning 

30 Make few (if any) noticeable errors of grammar and word 

order 

36 No more than two errors during interview. 

 

d. Fluently 

Score Criteria 

2 Speech is so halting and fragmentary as to make conversation 

virtually impossible 

4 Usually hesitant, often forced into silence by language 

limitation  

6 Speed and fluency are rather strongly affected by language 

problem 

8 Speed of speech seems to be slightly affected by language 

problem 

10 Speech as fluent and efforts less as that of native speaker 

12 Speech on all professional and general topics as effortless as 

smooth as native speakers. 

 

e. Comprehension  

Score Criteria 

4 Cannot be said to understand even simple conversational 

English  

8 Has great difficulty following what is said can comprehend 

only social conversation spoken slowly and with frequent 

repetition 

12 Understand most of what is said at slower than normal speed 

without repetition  

15 Normal speeds although occasionally repetition may be 

necessary  

19 Appears to understand everything without difficulty  

23 Understand everything in both formal and colloquial speech to 

be accepted of an educated native speaker. 
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4. Teaching Method 

 Hornby (1987, p.533) says that method is a way of doing 

something. Based on the definition above it means that method is a way of 

teacher‟s effort to make teaching learning process to be effectively.  While 

Anthony (1963,p. 16)  state that a method is an overall plan for the orderly 

presentation of language material, no part of which contradict, and all of 

which is based upon, the selected approach. An approach is axiomatic, a 

method is procedural.  

The two definition above mean that the approach and method are 

treatedat the level of design, that level contains objectives, syllabus and 

content are determined in the role of teacher, learner and instructional 

material are specified, so design it self consist of steps and procedures of 

the teacher who should carry out in teaching in order to achieve the goal. 

Richard and Theodore (2000: 64) state that There are many 

methods that can be applied in language teaching  such as : 

a. Communicative language Teaching 

Communicative language Teaching used contextualization as 

basic premise. Communicative competence is the desire goal the 

ability of the students to use the linguistics system effectively and 

appropriately. Contextual language learning use linguistic variation, 

language variation is central in material and methodology. Sequencing 

is determined by any consideration of content, function, or meaning 

which maintains interest. 
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b. Total physical response 

Total physical response is teaching foreign language that does 

without explain something. The teacher just needs to use the teacher‟s 

book as the guide in learning process. Total physical respond have is 

suitable for the beginner students. 

c. Community language learning 

In community language learning, student make their own 

community that commit to talk in English when they meet. It is like 

speaking community. Community language learning is useful to 

increase student speaking ability. Community language learning can 

support student‟s learning process in learning English. Teacher can 

know the increasing of the student‟s ability by evaluate them. 

Community language learning has difficulties to the students, if they 

do not meet their community they cannot apply their language (speak 

English) to communicate with each other. 

d. Audio lingual method  

Audio lingual method is a method that firstly used by American 

army to make the soldier understand the other language. The purpose 

of this method is to make the soldier be able to understand the enemy‟s 

language. Audio lingual method is the combination of structural Audio 

lingual method in language skill includes listening, speaking, reading, 

writing. In practice the method not focus in one stages, but the 

combination with some skill. 
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5. The Concept of Silent Way Method 

a. The silent way method definition  

The Silent Way is the name of the method of language teaching 

devised by Gattegno. The silent way represents Gattegno‟s venture 

into the field of foreign language teaching. it is based on premise that 

the teacher should be silent as much as possible in the classroom and 

the learner should be encouraged to produce as much language as 

possible. Silent way teaches learners how to learn language, and the 

skill developed through the process of learning a foreign language can 

be employed in dealing with “unknown” of every type. 

A method of language teaching that seems to reflect the 

influence of cognitive-code theory of learning is the system develop by 

Caleb Gattegno (972) called “Silent Way”. The name is somewhat 

misleading, because the students do oral statement and responses in the 

language they are learning. Also they are motivated to “think and say” 

the apropriate sentences to accompany action performed under the 

guidance of the teacher.    

(Richard and Theodore: 2000) states that learning tasks and 

activities in the silent way have the function of encouraging and 

shaping students oral respond without direct oral instruction from or 

unnecessary modeling by the teacher 
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b.  The teacher function in silent way method implementation 

The teacher function of Silent Way method is as an organizer, a 

guide, a resource, and an evaluator. The first is as an organizer, 

language teacher organize classroom activities, and the teacher predicts 

what will happen in the class so that the student can arrange activities 

which promote the learning processes the learners need. The second  

functions of teacher  is as a guide, language teacher guides learners to 

learn the language units under consideration hence, and the teacher 

offers the learning materials to the learners and helps them to acquire 

the target language. The next as a resource, the teacher function as a 

source of information about the subject, student is the one in the 

classroom whom the learners consult whenever they cannot solve their 

problem among themselves. The last is an evaluator, language teacher 

judges whether the learners‟ contributions to the learning process are 

valid, relevant and correct. In error correction, the evaluator judges 

whether the learners will be able to figure out and produce the forms 

expected or not and how students will be able to figure out and 

produce the forms expected or not and how students will provide them 

with necessary help. The result of the judgment will serve as feedback 

for the teacher as a guide, resource, and organizer. 

c. The implementation of the silent way method 

Gattegno (1972) state that Silent Wayis continuing and living 

process. It occurs on a continuum and leads towards mastery. The idea 
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is that the students know what they are doing, that they are not only 

saying something without being aware of what they are saying. In 

order for them to be aware, the new material has to have relationship 

with the previous one so that students can easily make association 

process in a necessary part of learning process by adding one new 

segment of language to the previous one. 

In this method the role of language teachers is relatively less 

silent so that students are encouraged to be active in producing 

language as much as possible. It means that students will have a great 

chance to practice their language orally as much as possible in order to 

improve their speaking ability. Then, a language teacher should 

encouraged students to take a role in learning activities. The time of 

learning teaching interaction should be given to students, not to the 

teacher. 

The beginning of the stage teacher will be designed the 

appropriate sound after pointing to a symbol on a chart. Later, the 

teacher will silently point to individual symbols and combinations of 

symbols, after that, and monitor students utterances. The teacher may 

say a word and have a student to guess what sequence of symbols 

comprised the word. After that, the teacher give a sentence by using 

gestures and the students guess and express what the teacher given 

(Larsen and Freeman: 1986). 
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B.  Relevant Research 

According to Syafi‟i (2011,p.122). Relevant research is required to 

observe some previous researches conducted by other researchers in which 

they are relevant to research itself. There are several relevant researches which 

have relevancies to speaking area. 

The research was done by IftakhulBariroh (2014), entitled Improving 

The Students’ Speaking Ability Trough Silent Way Method Teaching for the 

8
th

Graders At SMPN 2 Surabaya.The researcher concluded that silent way as a 

method is more affective to improve the student‟s speaking ability compared 

to the conventional teaching. The method emphasizes the autonomy of the 

learner; the teacher‟s role is to monitor the students‟ effort, and the students 

are encouraged to have an activity role in learning language. 

The second research from Ahyarudin (2007) is “ Comparative Study of 

The Students’ Speaking Development between those Who are Taught Through 

Silent Way Method and Those Taught Trough Audio Lingual 

Method”,Ahyarudin research is comparative silent way method and audio 

lingual method to develop speaking skill because, the method assumes that 

what the method can develop student speaking ability. 

The third previous study about “ The Teaching-Learning Process of 

English by Using Silent way to the Fourth Year Students of SDN 1 

GumiwangLor, Wuryantoro, Wonogiri” by CahyawatiSetianingrum (2010). In 

this research the researcher wants to observe about the teaching-learning 

process of English by using silent way to the fourth year students and tries to 
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describe the strength and weakness of teaching-learning process of English 

using silent way. 

Based on previous studies above, the researcher willing to present 

further contribution to fill gap exist in those studies. Where as to succed some 

certain method, it is needed to be creative to provide some activities which 

infers to the method uses and some uses activities which are less interactive. 

Meanwhile using silent way as a teaching method, the teacher should also 

accompanied by some other interesting method and activities to avoid 

boredom create conducive climate and live the situation in the class.  

C. Operational Concept 

Operational concept is a concept as guidance used to avoid 

misunderstanding. There are two variables in this research. X variable is 

Silent Way method and Y variable is students‟ speaking ability. To measure 

each variable the researcher would identified  them in some indicators as 

follows: 

1.  The procedure of silent way method  mentions three stages as follows (X): 

a. Teacher would designed the appropriate sound after pointing to a 

symbol on a chart. 

b. The teacher will silently point to individual symbols and combinations 

of symbols and student will say the word the teacher point of. 

c. The teacher  say a word and have a student to guess what sequence of 

symbols comprised the word and the student will answer the word 

related to the symbols. 
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d. After that, the teacher give a sentence by using gestures and the 

students guess and express what the teacher given. 

2. The indicators of variable Y (students‟ speaking ability) are as follows : 

a. Students use correct  grammar in speaking.  

b. Students produce acceptable  pronunciation in speaking. 

c. Students use proper words or vocabularies in speaking. 

d. Students produce speech without filler and pause while speaking. 

e. Students express content ideas to speak something in English. 

D. Assumption and Hypothesis 

1. Assumption 

 Before starting the hypothesis, the researcher would like to assume 

that teaching speaking by using silent way method can improve students‟ 

speaking ability at Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 1 Pekanbaru. 

2. Hypothesis 

Hₐ:  there is a significant effect of Silent Way method toward students‟ 

speaking ability at the second year of Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 1 

Pekanbaru. 

Hₒ:  there is no significant effect of using Silent Way method toward 

students‟ speaking ability at the second year of Madrasah Aliyah 

Negeri 1 Pekanbaru. 

 

 

 


