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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 English, as an International language, has four language skills (Listening, 

Speaking, Reading and Writing) that should be mastered in order to understand 

the language. In Senior High School, reading receives a special focus especially in 

Reading Comprehension. Reading comprehension is the process of constructing 

meaning by coordinating a number of complex processes that includes word 

reading, word and fluency (Harris & Graham, 2007)  

 There are some factors that may influence the students’ reading 

comprehension. Nunan (2003) stated common problems faced by learners in 

reading as follows: (1) Poor Phonemic Awareness: If the students aren’t aware of 

the sound structure of language and they cannot recognize and manipulate sounds 

within words, they need direct phonemic awareness training; (2) Choppy 

Sounding Out / Unable to Blend Smoothly: If the students “chop‟ or segment 

sounds apart as they sound out, they need instruction so they learn how to 

smoothly blend sounds together; (3) Improper Directional Tracking: If the 

students frequently process letters out of order, it indicates they have not 

developed necessary left to right tracking. Tracking errors are commonly 

associated with “whole word‟ errors. Sometimes the students attempt to produce 

sound out, but say sounds out of order; (4) Gaps in direct knowledge of the 

Complete Phonemic Code: The students need to automatically know the correct 
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sound(s) for the letter(s). The Indicators of  the students are lacking the necessary 

knowledge of the code include not knowing the sounds in isolation, frequently 

missing complexities, problems in spelling (major gaps in print=sound 

relationship), indicators of indirect processing, inability to “sound out‟ words. 

Slow processing can also be an indicator of lack of direct knowledge. If the 

students process sounds indirectly (such as thinking of another word with the 

sound) or has to “think‟ before they remember sounds, they need to practice of the 

direct print sound knowledge until it is automatic. The knowledge needs to be 

direct, automatic and complete; (5) Not Paying Attention to Detail: The students 

need to carefully process all the letters in words. Problems with attention to detail 

include missing sounds, adding sounds that are not present, missing endings and 

other details. Accuracy is critical. It helps the students learn to process words 

carefully and pay attention to detail. Stopping students when they miss a word and 

having them re-read it helps to teach careful attention to detail. 

 According to Anderson (cited in Nunan, 2003), the aim of reading is 

comprehension. The readers should master the comprehension skill. It requires 

prior knowledge to have the comprehension skill. The more we have good prior 

knowledge, the easier we comprehend the reading texts. Based on the survey 

conducted by Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) in 2015, the 

level of the Indonesian students was at 62th place out of 70. The score of the 

students’ ability for the overall reading scale was ‘397’ that was below the OECD 

average score which was ‘493’. In reading, top students can retrieve information 

that requires the student to locate and organize several pieces of deeply embedded 
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information from a text or graph and low students struggle with recognizing the 

main idea in a text. (OECD, 2015)  

 Unfortunately, the students have faced some problems related in 

comprehending the text, as follows: (1) Students have less vocabulary in the 

background knowledge; (2) Students don’t understand about generic structure. It 

makes the students unable to grasp a plot of the text; (3) they have low self-

esteem; (4) and behavioral problems and (5) less motivation to learn. A person has 

to be able to read and also grasp the meaning of the text. Such a process is called 

reading comprehension. A reader becomes a successful reader if he or she has an 

efficient interaction with the text. Hamdan, Ghafar, Sihes, and Atan (2010) point 

out that “accomplished readers have to use a flexible repertoire of strategies and 

cues to comprehend texts and to solve problems with unfamiliar structure and 

vocabulary. 

 In reality, most of students are interested in reading, although there are 

some of the students do not like reading. The majority of SMA As-Shofa students 

cannot understand what they read and do not comprehend the material they read. 

Based on preliminary research done in November 2016, the researcher found the 

problem; some of students were not able to identify main idea, they could not 

identify reference of the word and they got difficulties to find the important point 

of the text.  

 Besides, the students should use their prior knowledge in reading process 

(Carel and Connor (1991), they have stated that prior knowledge is an important 

aspect to successful reading, reading comprehension can be significantly 
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enhanced if prior knowledge can be activated. This statement is also supported by 

(Hasan, A. Gushendra, R. Yonantha, F, 2017) in their journal, they revealed that 

the students who have good prior knowledge were able to comprehend reading 

text better because the experiences they had before making them familiar with the 

content and context of the texts.  

 Brown (2006) has stated that prior knowledge is organized in schemata, 

generalized mental representations of our experience that are available to help us 

understand new experience. It means students can activate their prior knowledge 

once the find a familiar materials that they have experienced before. Therefore, 

prior knowledge can really help students’ reading comprehension improved. In 

addition, Schulman (1999) pointed out that the terms background knowledge and 

prior knowledge were generally used interchangeably. “Learners construct 

meaning out of their prior understanding”. Any new learning must, in some 

fashion, connect with what leaners already know. Learners construct their sense of 

the world by applying their old understanding to new experiences and ideas”.  

 According to the 2013 curriculum, the purpose of teaching reading is the 

students are expected to understand the meaning of interpersonal and transactional 

written in the form of descriptive, recount, narrative, report, analytical exposition, 

explanation, and procedure texts. One of the genres that is taught at SMA As-

Shofa is recount text. According to Anderson (1997), a recount text is a piece of 

text retells past events, usually in the order in which they happened. It has a 

purpose in which it gives the audience a description of what occurred and when it 

occurred. 
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 One of the strategies that can be used to solve these problems is Double 

Entry Journal which belongs to Meta-Cognitive Reading Strategies which deals 

with cognitive self-knowledge and simply refers to what one knows about one’s 

state of mind (Hamdan, Ghafar, Sihes and Atah, 2010).  

 The relationship between Double Entry Journal strategy and Prior 

knowledge is Double entry journal strategy activates prior knowledge and present 

feelings, and promotes collaborative learning. It fosters the connection between 

reading and writing as students are able to “reply” to the author as they write their 

responses. The purpose of this strategy is to give students the opportunity to 

express their thoughts and become actively involved with the material (Joyce, 

1997). Double entry journals strategy also provides students with good 

opportunities to improve their writing skill individually and good chances to 

record their thoughts and feelings (Spaventa, 2000).  

  

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

  The problems faced by students in reading were as follows; inability  in 

finding the main idea and detail information of the texts, the meaning of 

vocabulary in context and the word reference and inferences of the texts.  Thus, 

many students were unable to complete the course by achieving the standard score 

determined. An appropriate strategy is needed to be implemented in teaching and 

learning to solve the problems on reading. The correct choice of strategy 

implemented by teacher would assist the students in their leaning for 

comprehension. 
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  The importance of reading is that reading should be given the greatest 

attention in any level of education, especially at senior high school, similarly, 

Moats in Westwood (2008) remarks that reading is the fundamental skill upon 

which all formal education depends. It means that the students who do not learn 

the basics reading, they will not easily master other skills and knowledge. The 

ability to read and write is fundamental for all areas of learning in the school. 

  Based on the background of the problem above, the students at SMA As-

Shofa Pekanbaru were not able to comprehend the text well, especially in 

comprehending recount text. Some of the students were not able to identify the 

main idea and reference of word; they could not conclude the topic and 

remembered what they have read. Besides, the teacher did not have any various 

strategies in teaching reading comprehension. While the theory developed by 

Jeremy Harmer stated that the teacher could work with a various methods that best 

reflect the student’s need. 

  Due to those phenomena employed by the learners at SMA AS-Shofa 

Pekanbaru, some questions are needed to be addressed: 

 1. How do the teachers apply language learning strategies to their students in 

teaching reading whether student’s prior knowledge or Double Entry Journals 

(DEJ) would strengthen their reading comprehension? 

 2. How do the students implement DEJ strategy in teaching and learning process? 

  The problems identified in this study to verify if there is a significant 

effect on students’ reading comprehension after using DEJ (Double Entry Journal) 
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strategy and does student’s prior knowledge strengthen students reading 

comprehension. 

  Double entry journal strategy activates prior knowledge and present 

feelings, and promotes collaborative learning. It fosters the connection between 

reading and writing as students are able to “reply” to the author as they write their 

responses. The purpose of this strategy is to give students the opportunity to 

express their thoughts and become actively involved with the material (Joyce, 

1997). Double entry journals strategy also provides students with good 

opportunities to improve their writing skill individually and good chances to 

record their thoughts and feelings (Spaventa, 2000). 

 

1.3 The Limitation of the Problem 

 Based on the identification of the problems above, it was better for the 

researcher to limit the problem; this research focuses on the using double entry 

journal strategy on students’ reading comprehension and the interaction between 

DEJ and students’ prior knowledge. Due to limit of time, the sample of this 

research only MIA 1 caused the population of the tenth grade students of SMA 

As-Shofa was large enough. 

 Another limitation the researcher focused on the recount text. This text 

was chosen as teaching material. 
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1.4. Purposes and Objectives of the Study 

  The purpose of this study was to examine the influence of Double Entry 

Journal and Students’ Prior Knowledge toward Reading Comprehension of SMA 

As-Shofa Pekanbaru. Specifically, the study was done to fulfill the objectives that 

could be stated as follows: 

a. To find out the influence of double entry journal strategy toward reading 

comprehension at SMA As-Shofa Pekanbaru  

b. To find out the influence of prior knowledge toward reading comprehension at 

SMA As-Shofa Pekanbaru  

c. To find out the influence of double entry journal strategy and prior knowledge 

toward reading comprehension at SMA As-Shofa Pekanbaru  

 

1.5 Research Questions. 

   The problems of this research can be formulated in the following 

questions: 

 1. Is there any significant influence of double entry journal strategy toward 

reading comprehension at SMA As-Shofa Pekanbaru?  

2. Is there any a significant influence of prior knowledge toward reading 

comprehension at SMA As-Shofa Pekanbaru? 

3. Is there any significant influence of double entry journal strategy and prior 

knowledge toward reading comprehension at SMA As-Shofa Pekanbaru? 
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1.6 Significance of the Study 

  This study is apparently one of the attempts to examine the influence of 

using Double Entry Journal (DEJ) strategy and students’ prior knowledge towards 

reading comprehension. Therefore, this study could give some input for the 

students of the influence of using DEJ strategy and student’s prior knowledge to 

improve their reading comprehension. This study tried to provide some feedbacks 

concerning the influence of using of DEJ strategy and students’ prior knowledge 

and some factors that involved in the implementation. Furthermore, it was given 

meaningful learning experience to the students because the teacher tried to 

activate the students’ prior knowledge. 

  This study was provided the teacher some guidances for instructions about 

Double Entry Journal in teaching reading comprehension effectively. Besides, it 

was supported by the teacher to include students’ prior knowledge. Therefore, this 

study supported teacher in understanding, assessing and developing students’ 

reading comprehension. 

  Finally by conducting the study, the researcher revealed the influence of 

Double Entry Journal strategy and students’ prior knowledge toward students’ 

reading comprehension. Then, this strategy certain solution of the problem being 

faced and the researcher would get valuable experience of the research conducted. 
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1.7 Rationale of the Study 

   The research and educator should make a meaningful and fun learning 

process when the students have lack of the skills necessary to comprehend what 

they are reading. Reading in the content areas involves the use of prior knowledge 

to understand about information being presented. Reading and discussion are 

good ways to make students comprehend about the text, because if the students do 

not understand about the text they have read, it means the students will get 

nothing. In other hand, the students should understand what the topic talking 

about before reading. 

  Talking about Double Entry Journals (DEJ) strategy, it is an appropriate 

strategy to use by the students in reading comprehension. As stated on the 

background above, it helps students comprehend text. Double entry Journals are 

an intervention designed to facilitate engagement with a text. Double entry 

journals engage students by allowing them to respond and reflect independently 

and collaboratively upon their understanding of the text (Double Entry Diary, 

2010). The intervention encourages students to use strategies that aid 

comprehension such as: making connections, making inferences, asking questions 

and clarifying confusion (Buehl, 2001). 

   Another study has been conducted by Sri Rahayu Dwi Putri, 2016 entitled 

“A Comparative Study on the Use of Field Trip and Double Entry Diary 

Strategies on Students’ Writing Ability at SMK Nurul Falah Pekanbaru”. The 

purpose of her research was to find out the effect of using Field Trip and Double 



11 

 

 

Entry Diary strategies on the 10th grade students’ writing ability. She concluded 

that the use of Field Trip strategy was better than Double Entry Diary strategy. 

  Furthermore, Tony Roltgen (2010) conducted the study entitled “Will 

Reciprocal Teaching and Double Entry Journals Increase the Comprehension of 

My Struggling Seventh Grade Student?”. The purpose of his study was to 

determine whether RT and DEJ would increase students’ comprehension. The 

student’s progress was monitored by observation, graphic organizers, reading 

journals, and pre- and post-test. The pre-test and post-test data showed that there 

was an improvement in students’ comprehension.  

 

1.8 Definition of Terms 

  In order to avoid misunderstanding in comprehending this writing, the 

researcher explains some terminologies used. They are as follows: 

 a. Influence    

  Influence is quantitative research in which investigators measure the 

degree of association (or relation) between two or more variables using the 

statistical procedure of co-relational analysis. This degree of association, 

expressed as a number, indicates whether the two variable are related or 

whether one can predict another (Creswell, 2009) 

b. Double Entry Journal 

  Weaver (2004) defines Double Entry Journal as strategy that enables 

students to record their responses to text as they read. Students write down the 

phrase/sentences from their assignment reading and then write own reaction to 
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that massage. In addition, Double Entry Diary is an intervention designed to 

facilitate engagement with a text. Double Entry Journals engage students by 

allowing them to respond and reflect independently and collaboratively upon 

their understanding of the text (Double Entry Diary, 2010). The intervention 

encourages students to use strategies that aid comprehension such as making 

connections, making inferences, asking questions and clarifying confusion 

(Buehl, 2001) 

c. Prior knowledge  

  Prior knowledge is defined as a multidimensional and hierarchical entity 

that is dynamic in nature and consists of different types of knowledge and skills 

(Dochy, 1992). Prior knowledge has long been considered the most important 

factor influencing learning and student achievement. The amount and quality of 

prior knowledge positively influence both knowledge acquisition and the 

capacity to apply higher-order cognitive problem-solving skills. Prior 

knowledge is what a person knows about the content (Marzano, 2004). 

d. Reading Comprehension 

  Snow (2002) defines reading comprehension as the process of 

simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through interaction and 

involvement with written language. Such three dimensions as the reader, the 

text and the activity are entailed from the definition. The identities and 

capacities of readers, the texts that are available and valued, and the activities 

in which readers are engaged with those texts are all influenced by, and in 

some cases, determined by, the socio-cultural context. 



 

 

 

 

 


