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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION  

A. Background of the Problem  

     As one of language skill, speaking plays an important role which is like 

communities of household consumption by everyone, especially to the people 

who want to build communication that creates a language which is good 

considering the importance of speaking well in the world of education. In 

reference to, Tornbury (2005, p.1) speaking is so much a part of daily life that we 

take it for granted. Mostly in daily activity, human produce tons of words. Based 

on the fact above, it true that speaking become the important think that people 

should be able with, including students in a school.  

State Senior High School 2 Pekanbaru is one of the formal education 

institutions in Pekanbaru, this school provides English lesson for the students, 

including speaking ability in speaking. English lesson in this school taught once a 

week, with the forty eight minutes per meetings.  This school is located in Payung 

Sekaki district at Nusa Indah street. State senior high school 2 Pekanbaru uses 

curriculum 2013 as a guidance in teaching and learning process. Curriculums 

2013 state that English is the International language of communications 

introduction, students are able to achieve the goal of communication, the students 

are able to speak and give the respond in simple conversation.  
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However based on preliminary research on January, 22
rd 

2018 at state 

senior high school 2 Pekanbaru with Betty Nurdin S.Pd as one of the English 

teacher there, researcher observed the tenth grade students of science class in 

teaching and learning process. The students’ speaking ability in speaking is still 

far from expectation of curriculum. They were not able to generate their ideas 

when English speaking activity and they cannot respond what the teacher asked. It 

is caused the students’ side, some of them felt jumpy in expressing their ideas, 

some of them had lack motivation, some of them were unfamiliar with some 

English word and some of them were not interest and worried about grammar 

while speaking English.  Researcher also interviewed some students, they agreed 

about the problem which the researcher found was the problem that mostly that 

their face when speaking English activity.  

The problem was supported by some facts. First, the researched found 

when doing observation, when the teacher asked the simple question to the 

students, the students cannot answer about question and also when the teacher 

giving instruction, the students cannot respond about what the teacher want to do. 

And the last, the students speaking ability is still far from the expectation of the 

curriculum, it can be seen from students’ score in speaking English. The 

minimum standard commulative (KKM) in English on state senior high school 2 

Pekanbaru is 78, and most of the students got a score below of 78, which mean 

students speaking was low.  
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Based on preliminary study, the problem of the students can be support by 

the following phenomena:  

a. Some of the students were not able to speak English confidently. 

b. Some of the students were not able to speak English grammatically.  

c. Some of the students were not able to speak English by using proper 

vocabulary.  

d. Some of the students were not able to speak English fluently.  

e. Some of the students were not able to express and develop their ideas.  

Based on the problems above, the researcher intends to offer a solution 

for the teacher to implement an English teaching strategy or technique as 

media in teaching speaking which can help and motivate the students to speak 

English and make the students understand how to respond about English 

question and instruction. Among the media, a game is one of the effective 

ways to increase students’ speaking ability. By using a game, it can create 

relaxion and fun for students and involve friendly competition and interest 

learning. In line with Chen (2005), games offer students a fun filled and 

relaxing learning atmosphere. By playing a game in learning process, the 

students’ fear or anxiety decreases, thus that accumulating speak fluency 

which can improve students speaking ability.  
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Based on the problem faced by the students above, the researcher 

offers Throwing and Catching the Ball games as a media to improve students 

speaking ability. According to Case (2002) Ball games are great way of 

practicing all kinds of language with young learners, some can also be used 

with livelier classes of adult or teenagers, particularly students who struggle 

with more traditional classroom activities. While doing this game students’ 

can improve their speaking ability when with some different topic in English 

lesson.  

According to Wahyudi (2016, p.24) Throwing and catching the ball is 

one of the communicative activities which the students practice questioning 

and answering. This game can help students to speak spontaneously to ask 

and answering question. By using a ball, a student throws a ball while giving a 

question at the same time and another student catches the ball by answering 

the given question.  

Based on the facts and phenomena above, the researcher is interested 

in carrying out a research titled: “THE EFFECT OF USING THROWING 

AND CATCHING THE BALL ON STUDENTS’ SPEAKING ABILITY 

OF THE TENTH GRADE AT SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 2 

PEKANBARU”  
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B. The Definition of the Term  

The topic of this research is the use of Throwing and Catching the Ball for 

students’ speaking ability of the tenth grade at senior high school 2 Pekanbaru. To 

avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation, it is necessary to define some 

terms used in this research as follows:  

1. The Effect  

Richards (2010, p. 190) states that, effect is a measure of the strength 

of one variable effect on another or the relationship between two or more 

variables. In this research, the effect is defined as the result of teaching 

speaking with Throwing and Catching the Ball strategy, especially speaking 

skill at Senior High School 2 Pekanbaru.  

2. Throwing and Catching the Ball  

According to Wahyudi (2016, p.24) Throwing and Catching the Ball is 

one of the communicative activities which the students practice questioning 

and answering. This game can help students to speak spontaneously to ask 

and answering question. In this research Throwing and Catching the Ball is a 

strategy that will be used to teach speaking ability.  

3. Speaking ability  

Speaking ability by Samjai (2015) said that this is the ability (1) to 

verbalize the English language in conversation purposively, (2) to speak 

fluently and communicate effectively, (3) to use language structure and 

vocabulary in the right context, (4) to use appropriate pronunciation, and (5) 
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to apply appropriate manner. Speaking ability in research is students’ 

understanding in speaking English language.  

C. Problem  

1. Identification of the Problem  

Based on the background illustrated above, it is clear that the students 

still have a lot of problems, especially in the term of speaking skill. To make 

it clearly, the problems in this research can be identified as follows:  

a) Why were some the students not able to speak English confidently?  

b) Why were some of the students not able to speak English 

grammatically?  

c) Why were some of the students not able to speak English by using 

proper vocabulary?  

d)  Why were some of the students not able to speak English fluently?  

e) Why were some of the students not able to express and develop their 

ideas? 

2. Limitation of the Problem  

After identifying the problems stated above, those, the researcher is 

necessary to focus on students’ speaking ability in descriptive text, and for 

resolve students speaking ability the researcher use of Throwing and Catching 

the Ball  as a treatment of tenth grade students at state senior high school 2 

Pekanbaru.   
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3. Formulation of the Problem  

The problems of this research are formulated in the following research 

question:  

a) Is there any significant difference on students’ speaking ability taught by 

using Throwing and Catching the Ball and taught without of the tenth 

grade students at state senior high school 2 Pekanbaru?   

b) Is there any significant effect on students’ speaking ability taught by using 

Throwing and Catching the Ball and taught without using it of the tenth 

grade students at state senior high school 2 Pekanbaru?  

D. Objective and Significance of the Research  

1. Objective of the research  

The objectives of the study in this research are:  

a) To find out whether there is a significant difference on students’ speaking 

ability taught by using Throwing and Catching the Ball and without using 

it of the tenth grade students at senior high school 2 Pekanbaru.   

b) To find out whether there is a significant effect on students speaking 

ability taught by using Throwing and Catching the Ball and without using 

it of tenth grade students at senior high school 2 Pekanbaru.  

2.  Significance of the research  

The finding of this research is hopefully expected to give valuable 

contribution as follows:  
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a) It is expected to give the positive contribution related to the proses of 

teaching and learning English, especially in term of students’ speaking 

skill by using Throwing and Catching the Ball at the tenth grade of senior 

high school 2 Pekanbaru.  

b) It is expected to develop the theories on teaching and learning English as 

foreign language and for those who are concerned with the current issue 

on learning and teaching language, especially about speaking skill.  

c) To fulfill one of the requirements to finish the research’s study in English 

Education Department of the State Islamic University of Sultan Syarif 

Kasim Riau.  

E. Reasons for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the researcher is interested in conducting this 

research, they are:  

1. The title of this research is not yet investigated by other researcher.  

2. The title of this research is relevant with the researcher status as students 

of English Education Department.  

3. The location of the research facilitates the research for conducting the 

research.  

4. The researcher wants to find out whether or most significant effect of 

using and without using Throwing and Catching the Ball strategy on 

students’ speaking ability. 


