
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Speaking is an important skill in English which is often considered as 

a measurement of knowing a language. It is done in communication process 

either on transactional or interpersonal purpose, which enables the people to 

interact, share ideas, give information, maintain relationships, or persuade the 

others. According to Brown and Yule (1999. p.23), the primary functions of 

spoken language are to interact, to establish and to maintain relationship. In 

learning speaking, the students are not merely expected to produce some 

sentences accurately, but they have to be able to use the language in 

appropriate ways and contexts. Speaking is one of the English skills that 

should be mastered by students, in order to be able to communicate around 

the world. According to Richard, (2008, p.19) mastery of speaking skill in 

English is a priority for learners, who learn English as second language or 

foreign language. 

Ur Penny (1996) states that “…As a skill, speaking is the most used 

skill by people rather than the three other skills. People who know a language 

are referred to as “speaker” of that language, as if speaking including all other 

kinds of knowing; and many if not most foreign language learners are 

primarily interested in learning to speak….” Learning speaking English skill 

is not only learning the language, but also learning how to speak. Learning 

the language means learning the forms of language grammatically and 
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semantically. On the other hand, learning how to speak means something 

different because it deals not only with the efforts of the students to 

understand the patterns of speaking but also the psychological problems 

inside themselves.  

State Senior High School 2 Bangkinang is one of the state senior high 

schools in Bangkinang. As one of the formal schools, State Senior High 

School 2 Bangkinang also has English subject to be taught for the students, 

especially speaking skill. Senior High School 2 Bangkinang uses 2013 

curriculum in which English in one of the subjects taught to students. 

Students are taught twice a week with time duration 45 minutes for one hour 

with the passing grade score 75. In 2013 curriculum, the students are 

expected to be able to express their opinion in oral communication, inform 

the meaning, asking the opinion, and giving respond in oral by observing the 

social function and structure of the text. The students are also expected to be 

able to communicate in daily-life. (Kemendikbud, 2016)  

Learning speaking English skill is not only learning the language, but 

also learning how to speak. Learning the language means learning the forms 

of language grammatically and semantically. On the other hand, learning how 

to speak means something different because it deals not only with the efforts 

of the students to understand the patterns of speaking but also the 

psychological problems inside themselves. 

One of the psychological problems is students’ interest. According to 

Tohirin (2005, p.117), interest is one of the psychological factors effecting 
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students’ achievement in quantity and quality. It means interesting of the 

speakers takes a part to understand and get idea. Interest is as a drive in 

successful learning. From the quotation above, it shows that students’ interest 

will drive people to do something. For example, a person who likes singing 

will sing more and more. Besides, he/ she might be eager to learn how to 

sing. The case is the same as in speaking. If students like speaking, they will 

try to speak more and more. In learning English, especially in speaking, it is 

easier for students if they have high interest. Slameto (2003, p.57) said that it 

can be made as a tendency to pay attention to and the students can enjoy 

activities in speaking. It means that, there is a correlation between these 

factors on speaking achievement. It is suitable with the researcher tittle about 

the correlation between speaking interest and speaking achievement. 

According to the researcher’s observation to English teacher at state 

senior high school 2 Bangkinang, she is mam Maznum, S.Pd. The result is 

most of students feel shy or even scared to speak English. They cannot 

express their ideas orally. They are fear of making mistakes, fear of being 

laugh by their friends, and having less confidences of their own ability. There 

were problems that were experienced by the students in speaking English. It 

was still far from the expectation of curriculum. Some students could not 

reach the passing grade or they had score under the standard minimum in 

learning English especially in speaking. 
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Based on the researcher’s preliminary observation at State Senior 

High School 2 bangkinang, the fact can be seen in the actual phenomena 

follows: 

1. Some of the students feel shy or even scared to speak English, fear of 

making mistakes and fear of being laugh by their friends. 

2. Some of the students afraid to speak English because they not confident 

in speaking.  

3. Some of the students are not interested in speaking English. 

4. Some of the students had score under passing grade in speaking. 

Based on the reasons, the researcher is interested in finding out 

whether there is correlation between students’ interest in speaking and their 

speaking achievement. Based on the statement above, the researcher intended 

to study more and choose the topic about “The Relationship Between 

Students’ Interest In Speaking And Their Speaking Achievement at State 

Senior High School 2 Bangkinang”. 

 

B. Problem  

1. Identification of The Problem 

Based on the phenomena above, the problems of this research can 

be identified as follows: 

a. Why do some of the students feel shy or even scared to speak English, 

fear of making mistakes and fear of being laugh by their friends? 

b. Why are some of the students not confident in speaking? 

c. Why are some of the students not interested in speaking English? 
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d. Why are some of the students had score under the passing grade in 

speaking? 

2. Limitation of The Problem 

Based on the identification of the problem above, the researcher 

needs to limit and focus the problems on the relationship between 

students’ interest in speaking and their speaking achievement at the 

eleventh grade of Senior High School 2 Bangkinang. 

3. Formulation of the problem 

Based on the limitation of the problems above, the researcher 

formulates the questions of research as follows: 

a. How is the students’ interest in speaking at the eleventh grade of State 

Senior High School 2 Bangkinang? 

b. How is the students’ speaking achievement at the eleventh grade of 

State Senior High School 2 Bangkinang? 

c. Is there any significant relationship between students’ interest in 

speaking and their speaking achievement at the eleventh grade of State 

Senior High School 2 Bangkinang? 

C. Objective and Significance of The Research 

1. The Objectives of The Research 

a. To get information about the students’ interest in speaking at the 

eleventh grade of State Senior High School 2 Bangkinang. 

b. To get information about the students’ speaking achievement at the 

eleventh grade of State Senior High School 2 Bangkinang. 
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c. To get information about whether there is a significant relationship 

between students’ interest in speaking and their speaking 

achievement at the eleventh grade of State Senior High School 2 

Bangkinang. 

2. The Significance of The Research 

a. These research findings are hopefully contributing the researcher as a 

novice researcher in term of learning how to conduct a research. 

b. These research findings are expected to be valuable, especially for 

teachers of English and students at the eleventh grade of State Senior 

High School 2 Bangkinang to be consideration for their future 

learning process. 

c. These research findings are also expected to give the positive 

contribution related to the process of teaching and learning English. 

D. The  Reason for Choosing The Title 

The researcher is interested in doing this research because of the 

following reasons: 

a. The title of the research is relevant with the researcher’s status as a 

student of English Education Department. 

b. The title of the research is not yet investigated by other previous 

researchers. 

c. The location of this research facilitates the researcher in conducting the 

research. 
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E. The Definition of The Term 

To avoid misunderstanding toward the terms used in this research, the 

following terms are necessarily defined as follows: 

a. Relationhip 

According to Oxford Advance Learners’s Dictionary     Edition, 

Relationship is the way in which two or more things are connected. As in 

the title of  this research and the purpose of the research, the researcher 

wants to know about the connection between the two variables. The 

relationship between two variables is variable X (Students’ Interest in 

Speaking) influencing the variable Y (Students’ Speaking Achievement).  

b. Interest 

Interest is condition of wanting to know or learn about something. 

Interest means persisting tendency to pay attention and enjoy some 

activities or content. Tohirin (2005, p.117) said that Interest is one of 

psychological factors effecting students’ achievement in quantity and 

quality. It means that interest will give the students motivation to learn. 

Interest is holding one’s attention.  

c. Speaking 

Speaking is an important skill in English which is often considered as 

a measurement of knowing a language. It is done in communication 

process either on transactional or interpersonal purpose, which enables the 

people to interact, share ideas, give information, maintain relationships, or 

persuade the others. As stated by Brown and Yule (1999.p. 23) has said 
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that the primary functions of spoken language are to interact, to establish 

and to maintain relationship. 

d. Achievement 

According to Cizek, achievement is knowledge gained or skill 

developed in the school subjects, usually designated by test scores or by 

marks assigned by teachers, or by both. In other words, achievement is a 

measurement for the students’ success in mastering the material in every 

subject. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


