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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of The Research 

Word knowledge is crucial to reading comprehension and determines 

how well students are able to comprehend the texts they read in middle and 

high school, Sedita (2005). Comprehension is far more than recognizing 

words and remembering their meanings. However, if a student does not know 

the meanings of a sufficient proportion of the words in the text, 

comprehension is impossible. According to Richards & Schmidt (2010), 

comprehension is the identification of the intended meaning of written or 

spoken communication. 

Vocabulary experts agree that adequate reading comprehension 

depends on a person already knowing between 90 and 95 percent of the words 

in a text (Hirsch) in Sedita (2005). Knowing at least 90 percent of the words 

enables the reader to get the main idea from the reading and guess correctly 

what many of the unfamiliar words mean, which will help them learn new 

words. Readers who do not recognize at least 90 percent of the words will not 

only have difficulty comprehending the text, but they will miss out on the 

opportunity to learn new words. 

Chall & Jacobs in Al-Mu’tassim (2014) points out that, “the 

correlation of word knowledge with reading comprehension indicates that if 

students do not adequately and steadily grow their vocabulary knowledge, 

their reading comprehension will be affected”. There is a close relationship 
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between vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension. Vocabulary 

knowledge is fundamental to comprehending text, Nagy in Hyso (2011). 

Having rich vocabulary knowledge is a key element to better in reading 

comprehension, Hudson in Hyso (2011). 

So, it can be concluded that without any knowledge about vocabulary 

the students difficult to comprehend the text that they were read, students were 

not successful in reading comprehension due to their deficiency in vocabulary, 

and unknown words hinder students from understanding the reading texts and 

the given questions as well. Comprehending the text means that students can 

convey the ideas from the text, and comprehension is the point that the 

students have to get while reading material. 

To comprehending in reading, teacher’s role in teaching is important. 

In educational field, a professional teacher is not merely only teaching in the 

class without concerning to students. Otherwise the teacher must concern to 

students’ difficulty and in providing an attractive learning that can encourage 

students’ motivation in learning the subject. In fact, based on interviewed the 

teacher at Junior High School Al-Amin Rawang Kao done on March 2018, 

English teacher said that this school is like boarding school so we can see in 

every place there are many word wall or they mention it mufrodat like in front 

of room, office, class, or kitchen that is used to make students easy to do daily 

conversation. The teacher assumed word wall is more effective in speaking, so 

about students’ reading comprehension scores was low, and the students were 

not able to comprehend the text well. Moreover, they were also not able to get 
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information from the text, such as: to identify the topic, purpose, generic 

structure, meaning of the word, reference, inference, to find the answer of 

specific questions, and others. Actually, they had been trained to use and 

know the characteristic and the structure of a text as well as the idea that was 

going to be produced. 

English subject at State Islamic Junior High School Al-Amin Rawang 

Kao is taught twice a week and passing grade (KKM) of this subject is 75. 

Based on curriculum 13 the purpose of teaching English in this level is to 

develop students’ potential in order to have communicative competence of 

interpersonal, transactional, and functional discourse by using oral and written 

texts in English. It uses based approach of genre which have certainty 

characteristics and mastery about social function, structure text, and language 

features. Furthermore, based on the curriculum, it is stated that the eighth 

grade students at State Islamic Junior High School Al-Amin Rawang Kao 

level are expected to be able to comprehend the English text. 

As the syllabi of the eighth grade of State Islamic Junior High School 

studies about narrative text. Narrative is a text focusing specific participants 

which tell an interesting story. Its social function is to tell stories or past 

events and to entertain or to amuse the readers. According to Kane (2000), 

narrative is a meaningful sequence of events told in words. It is sequential in 

the events ordered, not merely random. Sequence always involves an 

arrangement in time (and usually other arrangements as well). 
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A word wall is a collection of high-frequency sight words that are age 

appropriate, classified into groups or categories, and is located on the wall of a 

classroom for children to easily see and learn, Brabham & Villaume; Copper 

& Kiger in Jasmine & Pamela (2009). According to Cronsberry (2004), a 

word wall is a group of words that are displayed on a wall, bulletin board, 

chalk board, or whiteboard in a classroom. The words are printed in a large 

font so that they are easily visible from all student seating areas.  

According Cronsberry (2004), the advantages of word wall are: 

1. Provide an approach to meaningful teaching of vocabulary with an 

emphasis on student engagement and higher level thinking skills 

2. Build vocabulary, thereby improving reading comprehension and writing 

style 

3. Reinforce understanding of subject-specific terminology with a focus on 

students internalizing key concepts 

4. Encourage increased student independence when reading and writing 

Furthermore, the researcher then interested in inversigating a research 

entitled: “The Use of Word Wall: Its Effect on Students’ Reading 

Comprehension of Narrative Text at State Islamic Junior High School Al-

Amin Rawang Kao”. 
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B. The Definition of Term 

In order to explain and avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation 

about the title and content of the research, it is better to define the terms that 

are used in this research as follows: 

1. Word Wall  

Word walls are bulletin boards that contain a collection of high-

frequency or theme-related words and their activities include games that 

focus on using the word wall to learn sight words, Jasmine & Pamela 

(2009). 

2. Reading Comprehension 

According Snow (2002), reading comprehension is as the proces of 

simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through interaction 

and involvement with written language. According to Klingner.et.all 

(2007), reading comprehension is a multicomponent, highly complex 

process that involves many interactions between readers and what they 

bring to the text (previous knowledge, strategy use) as well as variables 

related to the text itself (interest in text, understanding of text types). 

Comprehending reading texts is very crucial thing in reading process, 

because the purpose of reading is to graps the meaning from what the 

readers have been read. If readers only read the reading passage without 

attempting to comprehend the text, it is very useless and only spends much 

time and they will get nothing.  
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C. Problem 

1. The Identification of the Problem 

Based on the explanation above, the writer identifies the problems as 

follows: 

a. Some of the students do not know the social function of narrative text 

b. Some of the students do not know the structure of narrative text 

c. Some of the students do not know the language feature of narrative 

text and lack of vocabulary 

d. Some of the students feel hard to identify morral value of the text 

2. The Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification of the problems above, the problem of 

the research is limited on the use of word wall on student’s reading 

comprehension of narrative text of the eighth grade at state islamic junior 

high school Al-Amin Rawang Kao. 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the limitation of the problem stated above, thus the research 

question were formulated in the following questions: 

1. How is the students’ reading comprehension of narrative text before 

being taught using Word Wall at State Islamic Junior High School Al-

Amin Rawang Kao?  
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2. How is the students’ reading comprehension of narrative text after 

being taught using Word Wall at State Islamic Junior High School Al-

Amin Rawang Kao?  

3. Is there any significant difference on students’ reading comprehension 

of narrative text before and after being taught using Word Wall on 

students’ reading comprehension of narrative text at State Islamic 

Junior High School Al-Amin Rawang Kao? 

 

D. Objective and Significance of The Research 

1. Objective of The Research 

a. To find out the students’ reading comprehension of narrative text 

before being taught using Word Wall at State Islamic Junior High 

School Al-Amin Rawang Kao 

b. To find out the students’ reading comprehension of narrative text after 

being taught using Word Wall at State Islamic Junior High School Al-

Amin Rawang Kao 

c. To find out the significant difference between students’ reading 

comprehension of narrative text before and after being taught using 

Word Wall at State Islamic Junior High School Al-Amin Rawang Kao 

 

E. The Significance of the Research 

The research activity is significantly carried out the following needs. 

They are: 
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a. To fulfill one of the requirement for the researcher to complete her 

undergraduate degree program at English Education Department of 

Education and Teacher Training Faculty of State Islamic University of 

Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau. 

b. To help students, especially for students at the seventh grade students at 

State Islamic Junior High School Al-Amin Rawang Kao to solve their 

proplem in reading comprehension about narrative text. 

c. To increase the experience and knowledge of the researcher about the 

problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


