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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. Theoritical Framework 

1. The Nature of Listening 

Listening can be defined as a process of receiving and 

understanding information in spoken language. However, this process may 

not be as simple as it appears to be. Some experts share their definitions 

about what is meant by listening.  According to Rubin (1995: 7) described 

listening as “an active process in which listeners select and interpret 

information which comes from auditory and visual clues in order to define 

what is going and what the speakers are trying to express”. 

 Listening is the first skill which is required to be taught, before the 

people can speak. According to Nation and Newton (2009: 219) stated that 

listening is the natural signal to speaking, the first stages of language 

development in a person’s first language (and in naturalistic acquisition of 

other languages) are dependent on listening. So listening is the first 

communication skill we engage in the moment we are born. 

Listening is also called passive skill. It has wrong idea because of 

listening to asking active from listener. In order to change the message 

from argument the speaker to listener must be active. According to 

Littlewood William (1991: 74) described listening comprehension is 

students should be encouraged to do in an active the process of listening 
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for meaning. It used not only linguistic guidance but also his nonlinguistic 

knowledge. 

From the explanation above listening skill is a key to receiving 

messages effectively. It is a combination of hearing what another person 

says and psychological involvement with the person who is talking. 

Listening is a skill of Language. It requires a desire to understand another 

human being, an attitude of respect and acceptance, and a willingness to 

open one's mind to try and see things from another's point of view. 

a. Listening to English Song 

Listening to English song means that you appreciate the lyrics, 

rhythms, vocal and melody and try to understand the meaning. Song is 

part of music which contains lyrics being sung. According to 

Davanellos (1999: 13) “Songs are not only fun, they have a serious 

purpose for language learning. It means that, song not only entertains 

us but also song can be used in learning English activity”. By listening 

English song, the students will automatically engage to learn English 

because it makes them joyful. When they have joyful, it will be easy 

for them to catch what they are listening to without any force.  

Song, as Griffee states are pieces of music that have words 

(1992:3). The main parts of songs are music and words, while music 

itself is related with rhythm. The main parts of songs are music and 

words. While music itself is related with rhythm, a group of word 

without music to perform them cannot be included as a song. Songs 
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are generally performed in a repetitive pattern that makes them easy to 

be memorized. Repetitive pattern means that song, there are usually 

several lines of the song, which are repeated twice, or more ehat a so 

called “refrain” when they are performed. Songs are typically for a 

solo singer, though they may also be in the form of a duet, trio, or 

composition involving more voices. 

English songs, therefore, is groups of English words performed 

in rhythms called music. From the definition above, we may conclude 

that singing and listening to english song is the activity of producing 

English words and music with their voice, which is often contrasted 

with speech and the activity of paying attention and trying to get the 

meaning from groups of English words contained in the songs. 

b. Assessment of Listening to English Song 

The purpose of assessing students listening to English song is to 

help the students to understand the aim of song and by listening to 

English song it can increase the students’ vocabulary mastery. 

According to Millington (2011: 134) points out that songs can provide 

the opportunity for vocabulary practice. They are usually based around 

a theme or topic that can provide the context for vocabulary learning. 

Therefore, students can get the advantages of using song as an input of 

their English language learning especially to achieve the vocabulary.   
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 In this research, the writer used the indicators of listening to 

English song are taken from Raphael Ahmed (2015: 110) the 

indicators are:  

1) The students determine social function the lyrics of the song. 

2) The students determine linguistic elements in the lyrics of the song.  

3) The students mention a moral message. 

4) The students respond and understand the song. 

2. The Nature of Vocabulary  

a. The Definition of Vocabulary Mastery 

Webster’s dictionary (1974: 586) defined that mastery is the act 

of mastering; the state of having control over something; superiority in 

competition; victory; eminent skill or thorough knowledge. Nunan 

(1991: 118) stated that the important of mastering vocabulary in 

learning that the development of a rich vocabulary is an important 

element in acquisition of a second language. It is important for a 

learner to master the vocabulary of the target language because it is 

essential part of communication.  

Krashen in Lewis (1996: 23) said that vocabulary is the basic to 

communication. If it acquires do not recognize the meaning of the key 

words used by those who addressed them, they will be unable to 

participate in the conversation. He explains further that although the 

learners know the morphology and the syntax of the utterance, they 

will not know the meaning of the key lexical items and would get 
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difficulties in the communication. Meanwhile, Read (2000: 17) stated 

that vocabulary ability involves more than just knowing a lot of lexical 

items; learners must have ready access to that knowledge and be able 

to draw on it effectively in performing language use tasks. 

 From the theories above, it can be concluded that vocabulary 

mastery is complete knowledge about vocabulary that is important in 

acquisition the second language. Learners do not only read but they 

must understand and know the meaning of word by word in each 

sentence of the paragraph to get their vocabulary mastery. 

 

b. Types of Vocabulary 

Some experts have classified types of vocabulary. Elfrieda H. 

Hiebert (2005: 15) classifies vocabulary into two kinds: a receptive 

vocabulary and expressive vocabulary (productive vocabulary). 

Further, he defines the receptive vocabulary as the words known when 

the learner listens and reads. The receptive vocabulary is also called a 

passive process because the learner only receives thought from others. 

In language application, the receptive vocabulary is considered as the 

basic vocabulary. Later, expressive vocabulary is defined as the words 

used when the learner speaks and writes. Harmer (1998: 159) adds that 

active vocabulary refers to vocabulary that students have been taught 

or learnt and which the students will recognize when they meet then 

but which they will probably not be able to produce. So, in this 

research student has one type vocabulary that is receptive vocabulary. 
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c. Aspect of Vocabulary Mastery 

According to Nation (2001: 27), there are three aspects of 

vocabulary such as form, meaning, and usage. Further, for detailed 

explanation as follows: 

1) Form  

In this aspect, word formation means to know how words 

are spoken, written, and how they can change their form. Firstly, 

the learners have to know what a word sound like its pronunciation 

(spoken form). Knowing the spoken form of word includes being 

able to recognize the word when it is heard. On the other hand, it 

also involves being able to receptive or produce in order to express 

a meaning.  

Secondly, the learners must know how the spell of word 

(written form). As Nation (2001: 27) points out that one aspect of 

gaining familiarity with the written form of word is spelling. 

Sometimes, the learner also must be careful in this activity because 

it (spell of word) is not same with their pronounced. 

Thirdly, the learners also must know any word parts that 

make up these particular items (such as prefix, root, and suffix). 

Suffix is an affix lies at the end of word to make new word, while 

root is the head of a word. Then, prefix is an affix at the beginning 

of root or word to make new word. For instance, words 

“uncommunicative” where the prefix of un means negative or 
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opposite meaning, communicate as the root word, and ive means a 

suffix denoting that someone or something is able to do something. 

Here, they all go together refer to someone or something that is not 

able to communicate, hence uncommunicative. 

2) Meaning  

Nation (2001: 29) says that meaning encompasses the way 

that form and meaning work together in other words, the concept 

and what items it refers to, and the association that come to mind 

when people think about a specific word or expression. These are 

to realize about vocabulary items that they frequently have more 

than one meaning. Sometimes, word has meanings in relation to 

other words. As far as meaning goes, students need to know about 

meaning in the context and they need to know about sense relation. 

The meaning of word can be understood in terms of its 

relationship with other words in the language. According to 

Harmer (2002: 39), the sense relation is divided into four as 

follows: 

a) Polysemy, means the word that have the same collection of 

sounds and letter but it can have different meaning. Example: 

birth wing (sayap) - west wing (tanda). 

b) Synonym, means the words that exactly or nearly the same as 

each other. Synonyms are words that sound different but have 
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the same or nearly the same meaning. Example: good-decent, 

bad-evil, nice-kind. 

c) Antonym, means a word that is often defined by its relationship 

to other words. It also words with opposite meanings. Example: 

cheap-expensive, full-empty, old-young. 

d) Hyponymy, means the relationship between a word which is a 

member of a category and the name of category. “Hyponym is 

lexical representations that have feature indicating a class to 

which they all belong. Example: read, white, black and so on, 

is a hyponym of color. 

3) Usage  

The meaning of language depends on where it occurs 

within a large stretch of discourse. Here, Nation involves the 

grammatical function use of the words or phrase, the collocation 

that normally occur with a language use, and any constraints used 

(in term of frequency, level, so forth). However, they can also be 

stretched and twisted to fit different contexts and different uses. In 

this way, word meaning is frequently stretched through of 

metaphor and idiom. It is also governed by collocation. Students 

need to recognize metaphorical language use and they need to 

know how words collocate. 
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3. Correlation Between Students’ Ability in Listening English Songs and 

Their Vocabulary Mastery 

We cannot speak, and understand what we listen  and communicate 

actively without vocabulary. In accordance with Ellery (2009: 129) 

“Students need many oppurtunities for developing a rich vocabulary 

through listening, speaking, reading, and writing in integrated manner.” It 

means that, there is a correlation between students’ ability in listening to 

English songs and their vocabulary mastery. Next is stimulation of affective 

learning by songs, Krashen (1985: 115) argued that affective learning will 

occur when the affective filter is weak. When the learner is in such an 

affective state as highly motivated, selfconfident and at ease, the filter will 

be weak and allowing plenty of input, which means a positive attitude 

toward learning and the optimum state of language learning are present. Tle 

last is arousal of motivation by English songs, while many students find it 

difficult and stressful to learn a new language, songs can help wash away 

these feelings. 

According to McDonald (1984), the use of the songs in English 

classroom allows the students to “hide behind the music” and then “avoids 

the heat of an early spotlight landing on a timid students.” So, the song can 

wrap students’ perceptions of how difficult it is to use the new language.In 

daily life, studying English through listening to English Song has a big 

benefit in language learning process. Based on the article by Shtakser 

(2012) said that there are several reason why music and song can be used in 
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learning foreign language. The main reason is music and song can create a 

good atmosphere in the classroom. So, the students feel joyful and relaxed 

when they learn English. Then, learning vocabulary through listening to 

English song can make the students happy, relieve boredom, and getting 

new vocabularies.  

Besides, Davanellos (1999: 14) Stated that song can be source of 

language for presenting and practicing grammar and syntax, vocabulary, 

pronunciation, and the skills of listening, reading, speaking, writing and 

translation. It means that the students can practice and present their 

vocabulary by using listening to English song. Then, by using listening to 

song, it means that students continually listen to English song and it can 

improve students vocabulary by practicing the song by knowing the lyric. 

Then, rhythm and lyric in English song can help student remember 

vocabulary and can also help the student to understand the meaning of the 

song and memorize it in long term period. 

In this era, most of the people like listening to music. They spent 

their time only listening to music because this activity is fun and a good 

way in studying language. Piro&Ontiz in psychology of music (2009: 35) 

state that children who were exposed to music training performed better on 

vocabulary and reading comprehension test then who were not. 

According to Djiwandono (2009: 4) someone who has listening skill 

not only can get the meaning in oral speech, but also they have a big 

opportunity to increase their English, vocabulary, pronunciation and 
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intonation, and even idioms cultural dimension in the English language. So, 

when students are listening to English song in the first time, they try to find 

the lyric of the song and look up the dictionary to know some vocabulary 

that they do not know.  

In conclusion, based on some experts argue that by listening to 

English song, it can improve the students’ vocabulary mastery.  

 

B. Relevant Research 

There are some related studies that have been done by many writers 

about the correlation between students’ ability in listening to English song and 

their vocabulary mastery, they are: 

Firstly, in 2016,  Sahar Malekian conducted a study entitled “The 

Correlation between English Songs and Learning Vocabulary of MA in 

English Language Teaching”. The setting of this study and subject was the 

students in Reihanatonabi guidance school and Marefat guidance school, with 

the participation of 30 first year students.The technique of collecting data were 

test. The result of this research showed that the experimental group with 

correlation coeffecient is 0,770 and scored better than the control group. It 

means that songs can be used to enhance student’s motivations in learning 

new words in English the coeffesient of table (rt) (0,770>0,334 / 

0,770>0,430). Finally the writer can conclude that (Ho) is rejected and (Ha) is 

accepted. So, there is significant correlation between English Songs and 

Learning Vocabulary of MA in English Language Teaching. 
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Secondly, in 2013, Ahmad Syafi’i conducted a study entitled “The 

Correlation Study Between Students’ Habit in Listening to English Songs and 

Their Vocabulary Mastery” (A Correlational Study of the second years 

Students of SMKN 1 Salatiga in Academic Year of 2012/2013). Research 

method applied in this study has correlational research and analysed by 

pearson product moment formula with the setting of this study at SMKN 1 

Salatiga and subject of this study was the students of the second grade of 

SMKN 1 Salatiga on economic program in academic year of 2012/2014. The 

writer collected data with some techniques; questionnaire, test, and document. 

The research showed the correlation coeffecient is 0,790. It means that 

coeffesient of calculation is higher than the coeffesient of table (rt) 

(0,790>0,334 / 0,790>0,430). Finally the writer can conclude that (Ho) is 

rejected and (Ha) is accepted. So, there is significant correlation between 

students’ habit in listening to English songs and their vocabulary mastery. 

Thirdly, in 2012, Juraidah conducted a study, entitled “The Correlation 

between Students’ Habit of Listening to English Songs and Pronunciation at 

the Twelfth Grade of MAN 1 Martapura Academic Year 2012/2013”. 

Research method applied in this study has correlational research by using 

coeffesienttriserial correlation for counting the data. The setting of this study 

was at MAN 1 Martapura with the subject of this study are the twelfth grade 

students at MAN 1 Martapura academic year 2012/2013. The techniques of 

collecting data were questionnaire and oral test. The result of this research 

showed that coeffesient correlation (xry) is 0,494. For df 60 rtablein 5% the 

significant is 0,254 and rtablein 1% is 0,330. It appears that the result obtained 
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from the computation is greater that its table degree of correlation, 0,494 > 

0,254 or 0,494> 0,330. It means that the hypothesis null (Ho) is denied and 

hypothesis alternative (Ha) is accepted. So,  there is a correlation between 

Students’ Habits of Listening To English Songs and Pronunciation.  

The differences between relevant research above and this research that 

is research conducted in order to know whether there is a significant 

correlation between students’ ability in listening to English song and their 

vocabulary mastery.  

 

C. Operational Concept 

Operational concept is a concept as a guidance to avoid 

misunderstanding about the research. It should be interpreted into particular 

words in order to make it easy to measure. The operational concept is the 

concept used to clarify the theories used in the research. There are two 

variable used in this research, they are variable X and variable Y. Students’ 

Ability in Listening to English Songs is a variable X that has correlation with 

Vocabulary Mastery as variable Y. 

The indicators of variable X students’ ability in listening to English 

songs (independent variable) are taken from Raphael Ahmed (2015: 110), they 

are: 

1. The students determine social function the lyrics of the song. 

2. The students determine linguistic elements in the lyrics of the song.  

3. The students mention a moral message. 

4. The students respond and understand the song. 
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The indicators of Variable Y students’ vocabulary mastery (dependent 

variable) are taken from Nation (2001: 27) are: 

1. The students are able to use appropriate form. 

2. The students are able to find meaning. 

3. The students are able to use usage.  

 

D. Assumption and Hypothesis 

1. Assumption  

In this research the writer assumes that the better students’Ability 

In Listening to English Songs, the better Students’ Understand the 

Vocabulary. 

2. Hypothesis  

H0:  There is no significant correlation between Students’ Ability in 

Listening to English Songs and Their Vocabulary Mastery of  

eighth grade students at State Junior High School 14 Pekanbaru. 

Ha:  There is a significant correlation between Students’ Ability in 

Listening to English Songs and Their Vocabulary Mastery of  

eighth grade students at State Junior High School 14 Pekanbaru. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


