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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

A. Theoretical Framework 

1. Nature of Reading Comprehension 

Reading is an essential skill for learners of English as a foreign 

language. Reading is a process interaction between readers and the text to 

get purpose from written text which is formed by reader‟s knowledge and 

experience in social life. As Hodgson in Tarigan (2008, p. 7) regard, 

reading is a process which is done and used by a reader to get information 

that is want to convey by the writer. It means that students use their 

reading skills to access and understand knowledge and ideas from texts. 

Therefore, students need to have a good ability in comprehending texts. In 

line with Kalayo (2007, p. 114) he stated that reading is activity with a 

purpose. It means people who do reading is the way to get knowledge or 

information from written text. 

Reading is also kind of process in resulting comprehension. Both 

of reading and comprehension are related to each other because reading is 

an activity to comprehend text and comprehension is the aim of reading 

activity in learning language. The other way, comprehension is a dynamic 

process in which information from the text and knowledge possessed by 

the reader interact to enable the reader to construct meaning before, during 

and after reading. Reading cannot be separated from comprehension, the 
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purpose or the result of reading is to comprehend what has been read. 

Reading comprehension is one of the pillars of the act of reading. Thus, 

reading without comprehending is useless. 

Simply, reading comprehension is act of understanding what you 

are reading. While the definition can be simply stated the act is not simple 

to teach, learn or practice. Reading comprehension is an intentional, 

active, interactive process that occurs before, during and after a person 

reads a particular piece of writing. According to Lems, Kristin & Soro 

(2010, p. 170), “Reading comprehension is the ability to construct 

meaning from a given written `text.” It means that reading comprehension 

is the process of extracting ideas from the text and constructing meaning 

through involvement with written language that the writer presented in the 

text. People read for many reasons but understanding is always a part of 

their purpose. Reading comprehension is important because without it 

reading does not provide the reader with any information.  

In conclusion, reading is important when the reader use reading to 

achieve a goal, to achieve a purpose, or to answer questions they want 

answered. In short, they are motivated to read when reading empowers or 

enriches them and resulting a comprehension to the reader.  

 

2. Purpose of Reading 

People do reading for much kind of reasons, Glendinning & 

Holmstrom (2004, p. 27) stated that the important thing when someone 

read is getting and having a clear purpose. Most of people do reading in 
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aim to learning and to get pleasure from what they had read. Reading aim 

to learning can be known as pronouncing the words, identifying the words 

and finding the meaning from a text in order to get the information from 

the text. Reading can develop a person’s creativity because reading 

consisted of activities, sensations, perceptions, psychomotor movements, 

cognitive activities and emotional responses. Reading is also the way to 

interact with the researcher from a book or text.  

Pleasure reading is the most important point. It is commonly 

perceive to be the antithesis or academic or serious reading. Reader 

interest in a text can be a function of purpose. The purpose for reading and 

the type of text determine the specific knowledge, skills, and strategies that 

reader need to apply to achieve comprehension is thus much more than 

decoding.  

Furthermore, the purposes of reading included to search for 

information, for general comprehension, to learn new information and to 

synthesize and evaluate information that the readers got from the written 

text. 

3. Nature of Gender in Reading Comprehension 

Language and teaching is salient to cultural and behavior. The way 

that the teacher teaches students and the environment will influence 

students’ achievement and characteristic. One of the important factors is 

gender. The term gender refers to the variables that can affect language 
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learning process and acquisition as a result of biological, psychological 

effect or sosio-cultural influence gender. In line with American 

Psychological Association Sex is assigned at birth, refers to one’s 

biological status as either male or female, and is associated primarily with 

physical attributes such as chromosomes, hormone prevalence, and 

external and internal anatomy. Gender refers to the socially constructed 

roles, behaviors, activities, and attributes that a given society considers 

appropriate for boys and men or girls and women. These influence the 

ways that people act, interact, and feel about themselves. While aspects of 

biological sex are similar across different cultures, aspects of gender may 

differ. 

In other words, male and female have their own difference and 

uniqueness and kept it in their mind, brain, and soul, but it clearly reflect 

from their attitudes, their behavior and their motivation in learning 

process. According to Kimmel in Martinsson’s research (2007, p. 7) stated 

“The interplanetary theory of gender tells us that boys and girls are 

fundamentally and categorically different, that boys excel in science and 

math, play violently in the playgroup, and shout out in class; girls, on the 

other hand sit quietly, speak softly, play gingerly, and excel in French and 

in literature. And in the same time, of course, we sit in the same 

classroom, read the same books, listen to the same teachers, and are 

supposedly graded by the same criteria”.  We realize that differences are 

existed, but sometimes we ignore the existence.  
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Based on the two statements above, in the term of gender we will 

find some criteria or even indicators that present the differences between 

male and female students. The writer grouped some following indicators 

showed the differences between male and female in many ways: 

a. Brain 

The human brain is the central organ of the human nervous 

system, and with the spinal cord makes up the central nervous system. 

The brain consists of the cerebrum, the brainstem and the cerebellum. 

It controls most of the activities of the body, processing, integrating, 

and coordinating the information it receives from the sense organs, and 

making decisions as to the instructions sent to the rest of the body. 

 In psychological and biological discuss about difference of 

gender’s brain. Gurian et al (2011) believed that male and female learn 

differently based on their brain where male tends to use right 

hemisphere better at visual spatial skill (picture smart) and logical 

mathematical (number smart). In other hand, female tends to use left 

hemisphere better at verbal linguistic skill (word smart).  According to 

Gurian et al (2011, pp. 20-12) stated the following table: 
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Table II.1 

The Difference Gender in Brain 

Part of Brain Function 
Similarities & 

Differences 
Impact 

Cerebral Cortex 

Consist of neurons 

that promotes higher 

intellectual and 

memory function 

Female tend to have 

more connections 

between neurons and 

increased blood flow 

in this area 

Speed processing in 

female brain may 

help them respond 

more information 

faster that male 

Testosterone 

Aggression 

hormone; 

responsibility for 

architecture of the 

male brain and body 

in utero 

Much more present 

and functional in 

male;  

competitiveness 

Result more 

aggression, 

competitiveness and 

self-reliance in 

males 

Broca’s Area 

Motor Area for 

speech; processes 

grammatical 

structures and word 

production 

Females tend to 

have and dominate 

this area; and makes 

them better being a 

speaker 

Developed and 

dominated in verbal 

communication skill 

tendencies in female 

 

b. Attributes 

 Both of male and female presents a huge difference in their 

attributes. The term of attributes is directed to aggregate of feature and 

traits that form the individual nature of some person or thing. In 

classroom female students tends to be feminine in everything, for 

example speaks softly, loves cute stuffs, being fussy and sensitive, but 

they are full of awareness to people around them. In other side, male 

students tends to be masculine, they likes to speak aloud and 

aggressive, but sometimes being ignorant to everything. In line with 

Eagly and Johannesen-Schmidt in Carli (2001, p 732) stated that 

female are expected to show the greater warmth and nurturance that 
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male do, whereas male are expected to show higher level of 

competitiveness and aggressiveness.  

c. Social Roles 

 A social role defines a set of behaviors that are expected of 

someone who holds a particular status. It's easy to confuse a status and 

a role, but the basic difference between them is that we occupy a status 

and play a role. Every status has an expected set of behaviors - a role. 

Accordance to Blackstone (2003, p.337) stated that “Women are more 

likely to be expected to work as secretaries, and men are more likely to 

be expected to work as managers and executives. Also, men are 

presumed to be more ambitious and task-oriented in their work, while 

women are presumed to be more interested in and concerned about 

their relationships with others at work”. In line with Blackstone’s 

statement male and female social activity in classroom is mostly 

running to this rotation. Most of female students will be a secretary or 

treasure of the class, they tend be concerned with administration. But 

in other side, male students tend to be competitive and choose to be a 

leader in the classroom, they might become a good chairman. 

d. Motivation 

Motivation definition is a general desire, need or want that 

generates the energy required for someone to behave in a particular 

way. This means that there’s actually a motive behind the action, 

which is really an impulse that will trigger the motivational cognitive 
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process which will lead an individual to act on that impulse. Both of 

male and female have different motivation especially in learning 

activity. In line with Gardner and Lambert (in Akram & Ghani, 2013) 

said that female learners are motivated that male learners.  

Gender becomes the gap which separate the characteristic and 

ability between male and female. These differences in learner’s gender 

identity often lead to differences in intellectual activities including 

reading. The discussion of gender in relation with reading has result some 

claim which stated that female students are better than male students in 

languages learning. Regarding reading, many of recent international 

studies are be in agreement about the fact that female students have a 

higher reading achievement than male student in classroom.  According 

with Carr & Pawels (in Pearson, 2017), said that girls is strong in reading 

skills and they can cover their under ability in abstract concept, rules and 

pattern with their interest in reading and literacy. There is evidence that 

many teenage boys turn off to reading because the recrimination of their 

classmates.  

All these studies lead to the conclusion that we must take into 

account these gender differences. These differences between male and 

female students clearly will bring some effect to their learning. Therefore, 

teacher cannot be disregard at the expense of male and female students’ 

difference, especially to their reading comprehension. 
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4. The Nature of Analytical Exposition Text 

 Analytical Exposition is a text that elaborates the writer’s idea 

about the phenomenon surrounding. The function is to persuade by 

presenting arguments, to tell the readers that something is important. 

According to Sunarwati (2007, p. 109) stated that analytical exposition 

text is argumentative text where contains detailed author’s thinking about 

a phenomenon that is around. The purpose of analytical exposition text is 

to analyze a topic and to persuade the readers that writer’s idea is correct 

that supported by arguments. 

a. Generic Structure of analytical exposition text: 

(1) Thesis : Introduces topic and indicates the writer’s position. 

The writer also outlines the main arguments to be 

presented 

(2) Argument : Explaining the arguments that support the thesis. 

In this section, the author presented the arguments 

or opinions that support the idea of the author. 

More arguments that presented by the author in 

the text will make the reader believe to the topic 

discussed is an important topic to read.  

(3) Reiteration : In this stage, the writer restates his/her point of 

view. This section is always located at the end of 

the paragraph, it commonly called the conclusion. 

It means that this stage involves a conclusion or 
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restate of statement in topic that is truth about the 

case has been stated in thesis. 

b. Language Features 

1) Using of Simple Present Tense. We use the simple present tense 

when an action is happening right now, or when it happens 

regularly (or unceasingly, which is why it’s sometimes called 

present indefinite).  

Example : In my opinion elementary school teacher works 

hard. 

            English is the world’s most important language. 

2) Using of mental processes to state what the writer or speaker thinks 

or feels about something. Example: realize, feel etc 

3) Using evaluating language is important to persuade people to agree 

with the writer’s opinion. Example: valuable, important, better, 

worst, true, important, etc. 

4) Using causal conjunction, example: Because, therefore, 

consequently. 

5) Using internal conjunction, example: firstly, first, secondly, 

moreover, also, finally. 

6) Using abstract noun: policy, government 

c. Example of analytical exposition text 

Smoking should Be Banned in Public Area 
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Have you ever come home with the stench of smoke clinging to 

your clothes? Or inhaled a cloud of smoke as a group of smokers 

passed, causing you to cough and choke? Neither experience is 

pleasant and this is why smoking should be banned in public areas. 

Many countries today have laws that prohibit smoking in public 

places. It is because smoking affects not only the person who smoke 

but also non smokers as well. 

Secondhand smoke is the third leading cause of preventable 

death (after active smoking and alcohol), according to the Manitoba 

Medical Association. They also say that the smoke contains over 4,000 

chemicals, 50 of which are known to be cancer-related. Smoke has 

been linked to heart and respiratory disease; lung, breast, cervical, and 

nasal sinus cancers; strokes and miscarriages. In children, dangers 

include sudden infant death syndrome, fetal growth impairment, 

bronchitis, pneumonia, asthma and middle-ear disease. Smoking is a 

dangerous habit that not only affects the smoker, but those around him 

or her.  

Banning the smoking in public will keep non-smokers safer. 

People who smoke subject themselves to deadly diseases by choice. 

Why should non-smokers be forced to be around it? 
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B. Relevant Research 

There are many previous researches that have already investigated about 

students’ gender or reading comprehension. The following are the relevant 

researches In reference to this research project: 

1. The first, this research was made by Ade Zarma. 

This research which is relevant in entitled, “The Comparison on 

Writing Ability in Descriptive Text Between Male and Female Students at 

State Senior High School 1 Bangko Rokan Hilir Regency”. This research 

was conducted on 2016 and the location of this research at State Senior 

High School 1 Bangko Rokan Hilir Regency. This research was 

comparative research to identify whether there is any significant difference 

between male and female students’ writing ability in descriptive text. The 

subject of this research was male and female students of the tenth grade at 

State Senior High School 1 Bangko Rokan Hilir Regency. The object of 

this research was writing ability in descriptive text. This research selected 

30 male and 30 female students as samples; the total of the sample was 60 

students. The findings of this research were; first, the majority of male 

students’ writing ability in descriptive text was classified into enough 

categories. Second, majority of female students’ writing ability in 

descriptive text was classified into good category. These findings lead to 

conclusion that there is significant difference on writing ability in 

descriptive text between male and female students of the tenth grade at 

State Senior High School 1 Bangko Rokan Hilir Regency.   
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2. The second relevant research was this research was made by Hasni Rahmi. 

The title is “A Comparison between Male and Female Students’ 

Language Learning Strategies Preference in Learning English At State 

Senior High School 12 Pekanbru”. This research was conducted in 2016. 

She took this research at State Senior High School 12 Pekanbaru. The 

similarity of this research to the writer’s research is selected male and 

female students as subject of the research. The objective of this research 

was to find male and female students’ language learning strategies in 

learning English and to find out any significant difference on language 

learning strategies preference between male and female students or not. 

This research took 90 male student and 90 male as sample, total of the 

sample was 180 students. There are two significances finding in this 

research. First, both of male and female students dominantly used 

metacognitive Strategies in learning English. The second, there is no 

significance difference between male and female students’ language 

learning strategies preference in learning English.  

 

3. The third research was conducted in 2014 by Eva Krisdianto. 

The title is “The Comparison between Male and Female students’ 

Error in Using Linking Verb in English Sentences at Second Year of SMA 

Al-Huda Pekanbaru”. The location of this research was SMA Al-Huda 

Pekanbaru. The subject of this study is the second year student of SMA 

Al-Huda Pekanbaru and the object is the students’ error in using linking 

verb in English sentences. This comparative research is used to find out 
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the obvious description about male and female in using linking verb in 

English sentences and the factors of students’ error in using linking verb. 

The finding of this research show there is significance difference between 

male and female students’ error in using linking verb in English sentences 

at second year of SMA Al-Huda Pekanbaru.  

The similarity of these three researches to the writer’s research is 

selecting male and female students as subject of the research. These three 

research lead to same subject that might bring some approach in executing 

the research.  Therefore, the researcher selected this research as her 

relevant research that might help the researcher in conducting the research. 

 

C. Operational Concept 

Operational concept is a concept as guidance used to avoid 

misunderstanding. According to Syai’I (2015, p.103) he stated operational 

concept is “the theoretical concept on all of the variables that should be used 

in a research practically and empirically”. It means operational concept should 

be interpreted into particular words in order to make it easy to measure. It used 

to point out all the indicators to make easier in measuring and collecting data. 

There are two variables in this research, first was variable X as follow: 

1. Male students as variable X1 

2. Female students as variable X2 
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The second was variable Y that refers to reading comprehension in 

analytical exposition text. The indicators as follow: (take from syllabus 

curriculum 2013 in State Senior High School 11 Pekanbaru) 

 

1. Both of male and female students are able to identify the main topic on 

analytical exposition text. 

2. Both of male and female students are able to analyze social function of 

analytical exposition text. 

3. Both of male and female students are able to analyze the generic 

structure of analytical exposition text. 

4. Both of male and female students are able to analyze language features 

of analytical exposition text. 

5. Both of male and female students are able to identify the specific 

information of analytical exposition text.   

 

D. Assumption and Hypothesis 

1. Assumption 

The researcher assumes several assumptions as follows: 

a. The comprehension  in reading analytical exposition text between male 

and female students have differences 

b. Reading comprehension in analytical exposition text of female 

students is better than male students 
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2. Hypothesis  

a. Ha : There is a significant difference between male and female 

students on reading comprehension in analytical exposition text 

at the eleventh grade of State Senior High School 11 Pekanbaru  

b. Ho : There is no significant difference between male and female 

students on reading comprehension in analytical exposition text 

at the eleventh grade of State Senior High School 11 Pekanbaru 


