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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Reading is regarded as one of the most important components in 

language learning. In accordance with Anderson in Nunan (2003, p. 68), he 

stated that reading is a fluent process of readers combining information from a 

text and their own background knowledge to build meaning. The goal of 

reading is comprehension.  Reading process is used to acquire some 

information or even knowledge, in order to get understanding from the text. 

Furthermore, reading is also considered by many people as a very pleasurable 

activity that broadens knowledge and vocabulary.  

Reading comprehension itself is the readers‟ capability to interpret and 

to construct their own mind through the text about.  In line with Duffy (2009, 

p. 14) he stated that “comprehension is the essence of reading because the goal 

of written language is communication of messages. If we do not understand 

the message, we are not reading.” Reading comprehension is an activity to 

understand a written text. It means extracting the required information from it 

is as efficient as possible to do this, there are two ways that students must do. 

From explanation above, without comprehension, reading is nothing because 

comprehension is the act of understanding. On the other hand, text cannot be 

separated from the readers, and the interaction between the reader and the 
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material are very important. When reading, the reader will get a question, 

analyze the text, respond the text or even evaluate the text. 

One of the text types taught at senior high school students is Analytical 

Exposition.  Gerrot and Wignell in Almita (1994, p. 198) explained that the 

main social function of an analytical exposition text is to persuade the reader 

or the listener of the text that something is the case. The generic structures of 

analytical exposition text are thesis, arguments and reiteration and language 

feature (focus on generic human and non-human participant, use of simple 

present tense, use of external temporal conjunction, reasoning through causal 

conjunction). Analytical exposition text is one of the texts that students should 

comprehend in order to develop their reading skill and also to get a good 

achievement in English learning process. 

Reading as one of the skills that should be mastered by both of male 

and female students, hence teacher should consider about sex differences‟ 

factor in learning language, because it can affect the students‟ achievement 

and proficiency in learning. OECD (2016) stated that girls performed 

significantly better than boys in reading. The characteristics associated with 

being male or female provide a better predictor of the learner‟s reading skill or 

motivation to read. It is clear that the students may be grouped into two 

different sexes, male and female (girl and boy). Differences in the learner‟s 

gender identity often lead to differences in intellectual activities including 

reading.  
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Accordance with Arellano (2013, p. 70) she states that “all recent 

international studies agree that girls have a higher reading achievement than 

their partners. This sex gap appears when students are in their fourth year of 

school and it is important up to they are fifteen”. This statement support an 

argument about female is better in reading.  

State Senior High School 11 Pekanbaru is one of high schools in 

Pekanbaru.  As a formal educational institution, State Senior High School 11 

Pekanbaru provides English as one of the lesson in school, especially reading 

skill. State Senior High School 11 Pekanbaru is one of High Schools used 

Curriculum 2013 as guidance in teaching and learning process. Based on 

Curriculum  2013, English is a media as purpose of build students‟ ability to 

communicate, this is intended to ability in comprehend and produce oral or 

written text which be realized to four skills of language, such as; listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing.  Reading skill is one of the English language 

skills which are taught by the teacher in this school and reading considered as 

a very important skill for students in learning English. 

Based on the preliminary observation of the researcher that conducted 

on December 2017 toward the eleventh grade of State Senior High School 11 

Pekanbaru by observing the teacher and students, the researcher found the 

teacher tends to treat alike between male and female student in the classroom. 

The teacher has no any different treatment in teaching male and female 

student. The researcher also found a partly huge of students still faced various 

problems in reading; especially in comprehending an analytical exposition 
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text. There are some phenomenons that researcher found at the eleventh grade 

of State Senior High School 11 Pekanbaru: 

1. Some of the students were not able to comprehend topic of 

analytical exposition text 

2. Both of male and female students were still confused to draw an 

conclusion from the text 

3. Some of female students spent a lot of time to catch the main idea 

from the text and more explore the information from the text. 

4. Some of the students were difficult to analyze generic structure and 

language feature of the analytical exposition text 

Therefore, the researcher was interested to conduct a research about 

comparing between both male and female students‟ reading comprehension 

and specifically in Analytical exposition text. Therefore the researcher is 

interested in investigating the problems above into a research entitled “The 

Comparison between Male and Female Students‟ Reading Comprehension In 

Analytical Exposition Text At the Eleventh Grade Of State Senior High 

School 11 Pekanbaru”  

 

B. Problems  

Based on researcher‟s preliminary observation at the eleventh grade of 

State Senior High School 11 Pekanbaru, it was clear that most of the students 

were difficult to have reading comprehension. To make the problems of this 

research clearer, thus, the problems were identified as follows: 
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1. Identification of the problem 

a. How are male students‟ reading comprehensions? 

b. How are female students‟ reading comprehensions? 

c. Why do some of female students take a lot of time to catch the idea 

from the text and more explore the information from the text? 

d. How is the comparison of reading comprehension between male and 

female students in analytical exposition text? 

 

2. Limitation of the problem 

Based on the problem above, thus, the researcher needs to limit and 

focused on the problem of the research on comparison on reading 

comprehension in analytical exposition text between male and female 

students of the eleventh grade at State Senior High School 11 Pekanbaru. 

 

3. Formulation of the problem 

a. How is male students‟ reading comprehension of analytical exposition 

text at the eleventh grade of State Senior High School 11 Pekanbaru? 

b. How is female students‟ reading comprehension of analytical 

exposition text at the eleventh grade of State Senior High School 11 

Pekanbaru? 

c. Is there any significant difference between male students and female 

students in reading comprehension of analytical exposition text at the 

eleventh grade of State Senior High School 11 Pekanbaru? 
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C. Objective and significance of the research 

1. Objective of the research 

a. To find how the male students‟ reading comprehension of analytical 

exposition text at the eleventh grade of State Senior High School 11 

Pekanbaru is 

b. To find how the female students‟ reading comprehension of analytical 

exposition text at the eleventh grade of State Senior High School 11 

Pekanbaru is 

c. To find whether or not there is any significant difference between male 

students and female students in reading comprehension of analytical 

exposition text at the eleventh grade of State Senior High School 11 

Pekanbaru 

 

2. Significance of the Research 

a. To enlarge researcher‟s knowledge about difference on male and 

female students‟ reading comprehension in analytical exposition text 

of the eleventh grade at State Senior High School 11 Pekanbaru. 

b.  It can provide useful information for readers about student‟s reading 

comprehension of analytical exposition text or/and give information 

for conducting a research. 

c. Fulfilling one of the requirements to finish the researcher‟s study as a 

student of English Department in State Islamic University of Sultan 

Syarif Kasim Riau. 
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D. Reason for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the researcher is interested in carrying out 

this research as follows: 

1. The title of the research was relevant to the researcher‟s status as a student 

of English Education Department 

2. The researcher was intended to identified there whether is a significant  

difference of reading comprehension between male and female students in 

analytical exposition text at eleventh grade of social class 

3. As far as the researcher is concerned, this research title has never been 

investigated by any researchers yet. 

 

E. Definition of the Key Term 

There are many terms involved in this research, in order to avoid 

misunderstanding and misinterpretation about this research, it is necessary to 

explain the terms used in this research, as follows: 

1. Comparison  

Based on Hornby (1984, p. 67), stated that comparison is the study 

that used to compare two sets of data to find out the similarity and/or 

difference. It is clear that comparison is involving an effort to compare two 

sets of items. There are certainly methods that are far more common than 

others in comparative studies. Hence, in this research the term of 

“comparison” is referring to compare male students and female students to 
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their reading comprehension of analytical exposition at the eleventh grade 

of State Senior High School 11 Pekanbaru 

2. Male Students and Female Students 

Gender differences in classroom as divided into male students and 

female students. According to Akram & Ghani (2013, p. 536), stated that 

gender is supposed to have an important effect on attitude and motivation 

and learning process. Thus, male and female students at the eleventh grade 

of State Senior High School 11 Pekanbaru in this research are referring to 

be the subject of the research.  

3. Reading Comprehension 

  According to Vaugh (2012, p. 248), she stated that reading 

comprehension is the way to interpreted something. Reading 

comprehension is the process of constructing meaning from text. In other 

words, reading comprehension is process to take information from written 

text and get the meaning or even the writer‟s ideas that presented in the 

written text. Reading comprehension in this research is referring to 

compare the students‟ reading comprehension of analytical exposition text 

between male and female students at eleventh grade of State Senior High 

School 11 Pekanbaru. 

4. Analytical Exposition Text 

  According to Knapp and Watkins (2005, p. 191), Analytical 

exposition text is a text type that makes the reader to focus on the 

argument of the text: that is, putting forward a viewpoint ad providing 
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evidence to support it. Analytical exposition text is text that elaborates the 

writer„s idea about the phenomenon surrounding. Its social function is to 

persuade the reader that the idea is important matter. In this research, 

analytical exposition text is used in giving text to compare the students‟ 

reading comprehension between male and female at State Senior High 

School 11 Pekanbaru. 

 


