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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

  

A. Background of The Problem 

 Reading is one of the most common ways to get the information and 

knowledge. According to Kalayo (2007, p. 114) reading is an activity to gain 

information or verify existing knowledge, or in order to critique a 

researcher’s ideas or writing style. Reading can help the students to know 

about the text and can comprehend it. Through reading people will get the 

ideas they want and will be able to use them in accordance with their needs, 

we can have much useful knowledge such as able understand the structure of 

sentence form and enlarge the vocabulary. It means that reading is good for 

us. Reading is one of the four competencies in English skills (speaking, 

listening, reading, and writing) that have to be learned by students.  

 In addition, reading includes important part when we analyze a text 

because it helps the students in analyzing kinds of reading text and the 

information from the reading itself. Roe (2014, p. 24) states that reading 

comprehension is to make meaning of what we read. In learning reading, 

students have to realize that the aim of learning this skill is to enable them to 

comprehend reading text and get ideas from the text. 

 They are also expected to read the text effectively and efficiently, they 

should understand each paragraph in text and correlate an idea from one 
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paragraph to other paragraphs. Cook (2008, p. 121) stated that reading occurs 

in the context, and that the meaning of a text is derived from the previous 

knowledge stored in the reader’s mind and the processes through which the 

reader tackles it. 

In the School level, the purpose of reading is to make them able to of 

the text, but sometimes they still cannot analyze text well, because they do 

not understand what the text means. Besides that, Setiyadi (2006, p. 23) has 

pointed out that English tends to be very difficult to be learned by Indonesian 

learners because the Indonesian language has no tenses, no gender, no 

indefinite articles and no plurals like those in English. This is the reason why 

they cannot answer the given question of the texts. Especially in spoof text, 

the student still confused about the features of spoof text.  

Generic structures of spoof text is orientation, events and twist. In line 

with Sudarwati and Grace (2007, p. 178) said language feature of spoof text 

are focusing on people, animals or certain things, using action verb (material 

processes), e.g. ate, ran, saw, etc, using adverb of time and place, told in 

chronological order, use of past tense. 

SMA Serirama YLPI Pekanbaru used curriculum KTSP 2006. Based 

on the curriculum, English language at the SMA Serirama YLPI Pekanbaru 

has criteria of students minimum passing grade with the score is 75. In 

addition, the basic competences for the eleventh year students of SMA 

Serirama YLPI Pekanbaru is students are able to explain, understand, and  

make a product based on the text. 
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Based on the preliminary research on April 2017 at SMA Serirama 

YLPI Pekanbaru, from the basic competence above, the students have not 

achieve that competence, they could not reach the minimum criteria of 

students passing grade. By interviewing the English teacher of the eleventh 

grade at SMA Serirama YLPI Pekanbaru, it was found that most the students 

are not ableto comprehend the meaning of the text, the students still confused 

about the end of the text especially in spoof text and some of the student can 

not analyze social function, generic structure, language feature and find out 

the detail information from the text. 

Based on the problem faced by students at the eleventh grade of SMA 

Serirama YLPI Pekanbaru, the researcher found several phenomenas such as 

some of students may not understand the form of a spoof text well, they still 

confused about the features of spoof text and the end (twist) in spoof text, and  

some of students are not able to find out the detail information of spoof text. 

Considering the importance of comprehending the spoof text for 

eleventh grade students at SMA Serirama YLPI Pekanbaru and the facts of 

some possible problems dealing with their understanding toward the language 

features, generic structure of the given texts, and the students got confused 

about the end (twist) in spoof text. The researcher intends to conduct a survey 

research. It aims to investigate the students reading comprehension in spoof 

text as demanded by the curriculum.  

Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in doing a 

research to find out students’ reading comprehension at eleventh grade. The 



 
 

4 

research title is “Students’ Reading Comprehension in Spoof Text at the 

Eleventh Grade of SMA Serirama YLPI Pekanbaru” 

B. Problems 

1. Identification of The Problem 

  Based on the background of the problem and saveral phenomena 

the researcher had found, the researcher identified the problems as follow: 

a. How some of the students are not able to comprehend spoof text? 

b. How some of the students are not able to analyze generic structure from 

the text? 

c. How some of the students are still confused about the features of spoof 

text? 

d. How some of the students are not able to find out the detail information 

of spoof text? 

e. How is students’ reading comprehension in spoof text at the eleventh 

grade of SMA Serirama YLPI Pekanbaru? 

2. Limitation of The Problem 

  Based on the identification of the problem above, there were everal 

problems involving in this research. The researcher need to limit and focus 

the problem of this research on Students’ Reading Comprehension in 

Spoof Text at the Eleventh Grade of SMA Serirama YLPI Pekanbaru. 
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3. Formulation of The Problem 

  Formulation of this study is “How is Students’ Reading 

Comprehension in Spoof Text at the Eleventh Grade of SMA Serirama 

YLPI Pekanbaru”. 

C. Objective and Significant of the research 

1. Objective of the research 

  Based on the research questions formulated above, the objectives 

of this research is “To find out the Students’ Reading Comprehension in 

Spoof Text at the Eleventh Grade of SMA Serirama YLPI Pekanbaru”. 

2. The Significance of the Research 

  Related to the objectives of the research above, the significances of 

the research are as follows : 

a. To give some information to the eleventh grade students of SMA 

Serirama YLPI Pekanbaru about their reading comprehension in spoof 

text. 

b. Provide english teacher with information concerning the Students’ 

Reading Comprehension in Spoof  at Senior High School level. 

c. To apply the researcher’s knowledge and to develop her way of 

thinking in the research field 

D. Reason for Choosing the Title 

 The reasons why the researcher is interested in carrying out a research on 

the topic above are based on several considerations: 
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1. The problems of the research are very interested and important to 

beinvestigated in term teaching and learning reading. The teacher is 

required to improve students’ reading comprehension of the text. 

2. The title of the research is no yet investigated by other previous researcher. 

3. The location of the research facilities the researcher in conducting the 

research. 

E. Definition of the Term 

 In order to explain and avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation 

about the title and the content of the research, it is better to define the terms 

that are used in this research as follow : 

1. Students’ reading comprehension 

  In this research, the researcher wants to find out the students’ 

reading comprehension in spoof text means the students’ competence in 

comprehending spoof text at the eleventh grade of SMA Serirama YLPI 

Pekanbaru. Otto (1979, p. 241) states that reading comprehension is a 

multiplication affected by various skills based on the statement.  

2. Reading Comprehension 

  Reading comprehension is process to take information from written 

text and get the meaning or even the researcher’s ideas that presented in 

the written text. In order words, Reading comprehension is the process of 

constructing meaning from the text. The goal of all reading instruction is 

ultimately targeted at helping a reader comprehend text. 



 
 

7 

  Reading comprehension involves at least two people, the reader 

and the researcher. The process of comprehending involves decoding the 

researcher’s words and then using background knowledge to construct an 

approximate understanding of the researcher’s messege. Therefore, 

comprehension in reading is very improtant to build our knowledge about 

new information from the text and to add some vocabulary items. It is also 

can help students to improve their skill in getting main ideas, making 

inferences and finding answers for detail question in the text. Reading 

comprehending in this research is referring to students reading 

comprehension in spoof text at the eleventh grade of SMA Serirama YLPI 

Pekanbaru. 

3. Spoof Text 

  Spoof is a text which tells a potentially factual story that has 

happened in the past with an unpredictable and funny ending. Sudarwati 

and Grace (2007, p. 178) state that a spoof has a generic structure/text 

organization and language features, as follows: 

a. Noun 

b. Action verb 

c. Connectives 

d. Adverbs of time and place 

e. Simple past tense 

 In this research, spoof text is the texts material that use in learning 

process. The social function is to entertain and share the story and the 

purpose of a spoof is to tell about an event with a humorous twist. 

 


