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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Reading is one of the skills that is very important in learning English. 

Reading is an active process to find the meaning of a set of written symbols 

and to get meaning based on the text. The process of reading requires the eyes 

activity to receive and absorb the means of the written symbol such as letter, 

punctuation, marks and spaces. Moreover, reading also requires the cognitive 

process in the brain to convert them into words, sentences and paragraphs that 

communicate something to others. According to Celce Murca, (2001) in 

reading an individual constucts meaning through a transaction with written 

text that has been created by symbols that represent language. 

In relation the statement above, Patel and Jan (2008): reading is an 

important activity in life which one can update his/her knowledge. Reading is 

certainly activity dor expending the knowledge of language. Reading is not 

only a sourcr of information and a pleasurable activity but also as a means of 

consuldating and extending one’s knowledge of the language. Reading skill is 

an important tool for academic success. 

In teaching learning process, reading is a way to get information from 

a text in which this information will support learning process. If the students 

are able to get information will support learning process.  If the students are 

able to get information, they are expected to be able to identify what the text 
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talking about. By reading the students not only get information but also 

improve their knowledge. In line with the statement above, Brown Ann, 

(2001) suggested that reading also reles on the reader’s ability to predict 

words in a text using knowledge about language such as sentence structure, 

word meaning and the meaning of the text. Furthermore, William and Stller, 

(2002) mentioned that “reading is the ability to draw meaning from the printed 

page and interpret this information appropriately”. According to Doen, (2005): 

Reading comprehension is a complex process regulated by cognitive, 

emotional, perceptual and social experiences”. Based on the explanation 

above, the writer concludes that reading is a process to receive the message of 

information. By reading, the reader will know what they read and feel 

challanged to respond the ideas of the author.  

Senior High School 12 Pekanbaru, Which is located in Garuda Sakti 

km2, requires English as a compulsory subject. This school uses 2013 

curriculum as a guide of english teaching and learning. In the syllabus, the 

students are taught reading and the criterion of student’s minimum passing 

grade is 75. Reading has been taught twice a week with time duration 45 

minutes.  

According to Ministry of Education (2014), in teaching reading, the 

teacher has to follow five aspects, they are: observing, questioning, 

experimenting,and communicating. The aspects would be applied in group by 

the teacher as a facilitator. Each grade in senior high school levels has their 

competencies to gain. For the tenth grade of Senior high school 12 Pekanbaru, 
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the standar competence in readin activity is understanding the short functional 

written text and simple essay in the form of descriptive, announcement, 

recount, and narrative. In this research focuses on the narrative text. In 

narrative text, the students should be able to identify the topic of the text, the 

social function of the text, the reference, and make inference of the text. It 

means that the students should be able to comprehend the text and get the 

information from the text.  

Based on interview with the English teacher at Senior high school 12 

Pekanbaru, He explained that students have problem in their reading 

especially in comprehending the text in Narrative text, they are not able to 

identify the main idea of narrative text, how to determine the generic structure 

in narrative text,  they was confused when reading and answering the question 

from the text, they think that comprehending the text is a difficult task to do 

because they have to open ditionary, look for the pronunciation of words, 

choose the suitable meaning, getting the main idea of the text. the student’s 

activities in teaching reading focused on reading aloud, translating the entire 

words in the passage into indonesian language. Furthermore, the teacher liked 

dominate in teaching learning process because the students did not give the 

opportunity to be active in the class. It made the students bored and loses 

interest in the subject which affect their reading comprehension.  

This problem can clearly be seen based on the phenomena of the researcher 

preliminary observation as follows : 
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a. Some of the students are not able to identify the main idea of narrative 

text 

b. Some of the students are not able to identify supporting details in 

narrative text 

c. Some of the students are not able to find the meaning of vocabulary in 

the text 

d. Some of the students are nervousness or panic when have to read a 

difficult text 

e. Some of the students are not intersted in reading a lot of the text 

f. Some of the students are unwilling to ask question in front of many 

classmates. 

In this case, the teacher could modify their teaching, especially in 

teaching reading, the teacher must be able to make variations and choose the 

suitable strategy in order to to attract student’s interest in reading 

comprehension. To provide solutions to these problems, the researcher wants to 

apply the strategy in learning reading. The strategy is Team Assist 

Individualization.  

According to Slavin (2005), Team Assist Individualization strategy is a 

combination of cooperative learning method and individualized  instruction 

whereby heterogeneous group or individual work togetherto master 

individualized assisgnment, students are placed in an individual sequence of 

the learning material based on test performance. The heterogeneous are got 

from a test before making groups or look the score average of students in 



5 
 

reading comprehension. In the heterogeneous group, the students have different 

ability. Students who have great ability in reading comprehension are expected 

to help their teammates who have lower ability in reading comprehension.  

There are some benefit of using Team Assist Individualization strategy. 

It helps students to improve their reading comprehension skill because they 

have friends that can help them in solving their problem when they doing their 

task and to describes about something that they cannot understand. Other 

benefits of Team Assist Individualization strategy are to understand the content 

of the text, and improve their social sense.  

Based on the problems depicted above, thus, the researcher feels it is 

necessary to  investigate the problems above into a research entitled “ THE 

USE OF TEAM ASSISTED INDIVIDUALIZATION STRATEGY: “IT’S 

EFFECT ON STUDENT’S READING COMPREHENSION IN 

NARRATIVE TEXT AT SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 12 PEKANBARU”.  

 

B. Problem 

1. Identification of The Problem 

Based on the background above. Thus, the problems in this research are 

identified as follows: 

a. Some of the students are not able to identify the main idea of narrative 

text 

b. Some of the students are not able to identify supporting details in 

narrative text 
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c. Some of the students are not able to find the meaning of vocabulary in 

the text 

d. Some of the students are nervousness or panic when have to read a 

difficult text 

e. Some of the students are not intersted in reading a lot of the text 

f. Some of the students are unwilling to ask question in front of many 

classmates. 

2. Limitation of The Problem 

Based on the identification of the problems above, the problem of the 

research is limited on Team Assist Individualization strategy on Students’ 

Reading Comprehension at the tenth grade of Senior High School 12 

Pekanbaru. 

3. Formulation of The Problem 

Based on the problems limited above, these research questions are 

formulated into the following research questions: 

a. How is the student’s reading comprehension in narrative text taught by 

using Team Assisted Individualization strategy at Senior High School 

12 Pekanbaru? 

b. How is the student’s reading comprehension in narrative text taught 

without using Team Assisted Individualization strategy at Senior High 

School 12 Pekanbaru? 

c. Is there any significance difference the student’s Reading 

Comprehension in narrative text taught by using and without using 
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Team Assisted Individualization strategy at Senior High School 12 

Pekanbaru? 

d. How large the significance magnitude effectof the student’s reading 

comprehension taught by using and without using Team Assisted 

Individualization strategy at Senior High School 12 Pekanbaru ? 

 

C.Objective and Significance of The Research 

1. Objective of The Research 

Based on the research questions above, the objective of this 

research is stated as follows: 

a. To know students’ reading at the tenth grade of Senior High School 

12 Pekanbaru that is taught by using Team Assist Individualization 

strategy. 

b. To know students’ reading at the tenth grade of Senior High School 

12 Pekanbatu that is taught without using Team Assist 

Individualization strategy. 

c. To know students’ reading comprehension at the tenth grade of 

Senior High School 12 Pekanbaru that is taught by using Team 

Assist Individualization strategy 

d. To know the significant effect of using Team Assist 

Individualization strategy on students’ reading comprehension at the 

tenth grade of Senior High School 12 Pekanbaru. 
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D. Reasons For Choosing the Title 

The are some reasons why the research is interested in carryig out this 

research as follows: 

1. The title of this research is relevant with the researcher’s status as 

students of English education. 

2. The problems of this research are not yet investigated by other 

previous researchers. 

3. The location of this research facilitates the researcher in conducting the 

research 

 

E. Definition Of the Term 

To avoid misunderstanding of some terms in this research, the 

researcher provides definition of the term included in this research as follow: 

1. Effect 

Richards and Schmidt (2002), effect is a measure of the strength of 

one variable’s effect on another or the relationship between two or more 

variables. The effect of the research here is to get the result two variable, 

independent and dependent of the research of the tenth grade students at 

Senior High School 12 Pekanbaru . 

2. Team Assist Individualization 

Team Assist Individualization method that can use in reading 

comprehension. According to Slavin (2005), Team Assist 

Individualization method is a combination of cooperative learning method 

and individualized  instruction whereby heterogeneous group or individual 
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work togetherto master individualized assisgnment, students are placed in 

an individual sequence of the learning material based on test performance 

3. Reading Comprehension 

Janette K. Klingner (2007) said that reading comprehension is the 

process of constructing meaning by coordinating a number of complex 

processes that include word reading, word and word knowledge, and 

fluency. Therefore, reading comprehension can be done if reader can 

understand about the content of reading text clearly. Here the researcher 

wants to know the reading comprehension of the tenth grade students at 

Senior High School 12 Pekanbaru.  

4. Narrative Text  

   Narrative text is a kind of text which is telling about a story wha 

happened in past. According to Syafi’i (2014,p.51) narrative text is telling 

or relating of occurences or a series of event. It also can be defined as 

storrytelling. Besides Thomas S. Kanne (2000, p.366) stated that narrative 

is meaningful sequence of events told in words. The content of narrative 

text is very familiar and easy to find in daily life because the themes of this 

story have close relationship with human life and human characteristics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


