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CHAPTER I 

 INTRODUCTION 

A. Background  

As one of skills of the language, speaking play in a part importance for  Skills 

for Life (SL). Especially in interaction on a day-to-day basis. For example, 

interaction in conversation with family, society and peers at  school in deliver 

message, suggestion, hope, idea, etc. Dealing with Hudson (2007 p.02), Speaking 

is important to improve Skills for Life (SL) like as, interaction in convey message 

with human, at home, in society and at work. Speaking is one of skills in English 

(speaking, listening, reading and writing). The speakers are able to experss an idea 

or thought by speaking. According to  Torky (2006 p.13), Speaking is one of four 

skills that the goals to express opinion, hopes, intentions and viewpoints. 

Speaking is importance activities in learning process to communicate with 

others.  Based on Brown books (1994 p.217) in communicate competence is the 

goal of language classroom. So, it can be concluded that English classroom goal is 

to produce learners who are able to communicate or speak English well. In 

improved speak English well the speakers must speak accurately. According to 

Siew Lee (2008 p.8), accuracy is the observe on the rules and forms of the 

language that focus on the accuracy in spoken English. Then, based on theory 

above can be concluded accuracy is the study parts of grammar, pronouciation and 

vocabulary in speaking activities (Harmer, 2001 p.104). According to Richards 

and Schmidt (2010 p. 223), accuracy is the ability to produce sentences with 

correct grammatically. 
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It is the same tone as the competence of Curriculum 2013 Syllabus at the 

second grade of Senior High School, competence English especially in speaking is 

the ability to communicate in kinds of text : interpersonal, transaksional and 

fungsional as spoken and written for to do social fungtion in context life personal, 

social culture, academic, profession, and used various text with coheren and 

cohesion stucture  as element language with accurately. 

In line with the idea, speaking accuracy have many aspects that speakers need 

in speaking as demand by the curriculum especially in grammar. In factual, the 

students are can’t understand the roles of grammar. They are thinking  how to 

apply grammar in speaking is very difficult. So, learning speaking can’t effective 

because they are not master in grammar especially in tenses simple present tense. 

In realation above, According to Hughes (2003 p.131) there are have five 

components of speaking. They are accent, grammar, vocabulary, fluency and 

comprehension. In this research, the writer only focus on grammar. There are 

many elements of grammar in which one of them is simple present tense. Simple 

present tense is learnt by the students of the second grade of Senior High School 

when they are learn the brochure. 

The existence of grammar his preliminary study. The students speaking 

accuracy is still far from the target  competence of Curriculum 2013. The problem 

of the students at second grade of Senior High Plus Binabangsa Pekanbaru by 

interviewing a teacher. The writer do interviewing when observasion at Senior 

High School Plus Binabangsa Pekanbaru. Then, the writer found some 

phenomena in students speaking as follows: 
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1. Most of students’ English achievements are good, but their 

mastery in grammar especially tenses are low. 

2. Some of students are lack comperhension in speaking English at 

classroom. 

3. Some of students are lack of speaking practices used tenses well 

in learning process. 

Based on the problems described above, the writer is interested in 

investigating the problems above in a research entitle “THE CORRELATION 

BETWEEN STUDENTS’ SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE MASTERY AND 

THEIR SPEAKING ACCURACY AT THE SECOND GRADE OF SMA 

PLUS BINABANGSA PEKANBARU” 

 

B. Definition of The Term 

In this research there are so many terms involve in this research, to avoid 

misunderstanding toward the term use. The following  terms are necessarly 

definite as follows: 

1. Correlation 

According to Creswell (2012 p.338)  correlation is a statistical test to 

determine the tendency or pattern for two (or more) variables or two sets 

of data to vary consistently. Whereas, according to Pallant (2011 p.128), 

correlation analysis is used to describe the strength and direction of the 

linear relationship between two variabels. Same as like this research that 

find the relationship having the same aim from two variabels. From the 
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both variabels will be to see the relationship between variabel Y and 

variabel X. According to Ary  (2010 p.249), correlation is assesses the 

relationships among two or more variables in a group. Base on Porte thesis 

(2002 p.104), Correlation is descibed relationship between variabels. Into 

the bargain, according to Johnson and Johnson (1998 p.98) correlation is 

the strength and direction of the relationship between two groups of scores 

produced by the same group and score the similarly of the both variabels 

or differently. The result of research  the both variabels will be assess what 

is variabel Y have relationship with variabel X. 

2. Speaking 

According to Johnson and Johnson (1998 pp.308), speaking is ability 

in communication by interaction or fondness in communication which 

learners meet their own communicative demands through content 

selection. Whereas according to Torky (2006 p.13), speaking is one of four 

skills that the goals to express opinion, hopes, intentions and viewpoints. 

The others opinion, Benchmarks (2013 p.17) said speaking is oral 

communication receives the most attention. When we speak, we are get 

attention to the listeners. The attention from the listeners is the manner to 

share our thought, idea, information, etc. 

3. Accuracy 

According to Johnson and Johnson (1998 pp.8), accuracy is the first 

steps and mediate in learning L2 especially in analysis error correction.  

Whereas according to Siew Lee (2008 pp.8), accuracy is the observe on 
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the rules and forms of the language that focus on the accuracy in spoken 

English. Then, based on the theory above accuracy is the study parts of 

grammar, pronouciation and vocabulary in speaking activities (Harmer, 

2001 pp.104). According to Richards and Schmidt (2010 pp. 223), 

accuracy is the ability to produce sentences with correct grammatically. 

4. Simple Present Tense  

According to Cyssco and Al Rasyid (2013 p.17), simple present tense 

is simple sentence used for events that occured time after time and fact. 

Whereas according to Azar (1989 p.02), simple present tense is express 

events or situation that exist always, usually, habitually; they exist now, 

have existed in the past, and probably will exist in the future. The same 

idea, base on Hewings books (1999 p.02), simple present tense to describe 

things that are always true or situations that exist now and talk about habits 

or things that happen. Whereas, according to Richards and Schmidt (2010 

pp.454), simple present tense is typically relates the time of the action. 

 

C. Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

After conducting preliminary, it is clear that most of students are still 

getting difficulties  in speaking, especially in term of their speaking 

accuracy. To clear the research problem, thus, the writer will identify the 

problems in the following identification of the problem, these are the 

problems of the writer will  identified by the questions as follows: 
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a. Why do most of students not speak English used tenses well ? 

b. Why are some of students not able to meaning comperhension in 

speak English? 

c. Why is simple present tenses very important in speaking? 

d. How is simple present tense effect students’ speaking accuracy? 

e. Do students’ simple present tense mastery have good speaking 

accuracy?  

 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

After identifying the problem stated a above, thus, the writer is 

necessary limit and focus on the problem of students on research. The 

correlation between students’ simple present tense mastery and speaking 

accuracy at the second grade of SMA Plus Binabangsa Pekanbaru. 

3. Formulation of The Problem 

Based on the problem above, the writer formulates the problem of this 

study in the as following question: 

a. How is Students’ simple present tense mastery at the second grade of 

Senior High School Plus Binabangsa Pekanbaru? 

b. How is Students’ speaking accuracy at the second grade of Senior 

High School Plus Binabangsa Pekanbaru? 

c. Is there any significant correlation between students’ simple present 

tense mastery and their speaking accuracy at the second grade of 

Senior High School Plus Binabangsa Pekanbaru? 
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D. Objective and Significance of The Research 

1. Objective of The Research 

The objectives of the research are as follows : 

a. To find out information of students’ simple present tense mastery 

at the second grade of Senior High School Plus Binabangsa 

Pekanbaru. 

b. To find out information of students’ speaking accuracy at the 

second grade of Senior High School Plus Binabangsa Pekanbaru. 

c. To find out the whether there is a significant correlation between 

students’ simple present tense mastery and their speaking accuracy 

at the second grade of Senior High School Plus Binabangsa 

Pekanbaru. 

2. Significance of The Research 

a. Hopefully this research is able to benefite the writer as a novice 

resecher, especially in learning how to conduct the research. 

b. The research finding are also a respected to be useful and valuable, 

especially for both teachers and students of English at the second 

grade of Senior High School Plus Binabangsa Pekanbaru to be 

positive information for their future learning process. 

c. Besides, this research finding also respected to be valuable 

findings, especially for those who are concern in the world of 

teaching and learning English as a foreign and second language. 
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d. Finally, this research findings are also expected to be practically 

and theoretically foundation to the development of theories on 

language teaching. 

 


