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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the problem  

Reading comprehension is the one of the activites which do the 

students in learning English. Reading comprehension is a something 

comprehends in language which a gives instructions to making the reader 

to understand what the reader read, give instructions and to give 

information about the stories. In regarding with (Samuels, 1979,p.169) 

said “Reading comprehension is a process in which the reader constructs 

meaning using as the building materials the information on the printed 

page and the find outledge stored in the reader’s head”. It means that read-

ing comprehension is a process the reader to make understands what the 

readers find out the information.  

Comprehension is not depends on characteristics of the reader, 

such as prior find outledge and working memory, but also on language 

processes, such as basic reading skills, decoding, vocabulary, sensitivity to 

text structure, inferencing, and motivation. Comprehension also requires 

effective use of strategic processes, such as metacognition and 

comprehension monitoring. Yovanoff, Duesbery, Alonzo, & Tindal( 2005) 

state as readers mature in their comprehension skills, they are able to 

progress efficiently from the stage of learning to read to the ultimate goal 

of reading to learn . 
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In fact, the learning of the process in Senior High School Budi 

Dharma Dumai. The One of the best predictors of a child’s ability to 

comprehend print is his or her ability to decode print. (Pressley 2002.p, 

292) state “If a student is not fluent in word recognition, he/she is thinking 

about the sounds of the individual letters and letter combinations rather 

than using that energy to make sense of the text being read. In contrast, 

because fluent reader dedicates little capacity to word recognition,most of 

his/her capacity is available for comprehension.” It means that the students 

are not able to make connections of the texts to comprehend what the stu-

dents read. 

Therefore, the purpose of teaching reading in the classroom is to 

develop students’ ability to read, get the idea, understand texts written in 

English, update their knowledge and get success in academic. In order to 

achieve the goal of reading in classroom, teacher should be able to teach 

students effectively and efficiently. So, the teacher has to use appropriate 

strategies, and technique and in teaching reading. 

In order to develop students’ ability in reading comprehension, 

School Based Curriculum (SBC) provides reading as one of the skills that 

must be taught and learned in school. Senior High School Budi Dharma 

Dumai is one of the Senior High School Dumai city, as one of the 

educational institutions that still use School Based Curriculum (SBC) as 

guidance in teaching and learning process. In this school, English subject 

is taught 2 times in a week with time duration about 45 minutes, the 
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passing grade is 70. Based on the syllabus, in teaching reading, teachers 

have to ask students to read texts aloud and discuss the aspects of text in 

group discussion. The basic competence also stated in the syllabus of this 

school is that the students have to read texts aloud respond and compre-

hend meanings of the texts.Then, at the end of the learning process the 

students will be able to identify aspects of the texts such as topic, identify 

information of the text, main idea of the text, vocabulary of the text, infer 

meaning of an unknown word from the text, and identify the reference of 

the text. 

As statements above, it is clear that reading comprehension needed 

many aspects that should be mastered by the students, it means that the 

students who are not able to mastered in those aspects in reading based on 

curriculum, The learning reading is not running well. 

Based on preliminary interview with the teachers of English at the 

eleventh grade at senior high school Budi Dharma Dumai, it clearly prove 

that some of the students still face the difficulties and problems in English 

especially in reading comprehension. Most of the students get difficulties 

and problems to understand the texts, because they are difficult to under-

stand the meaning of the text. Even though the students have read the text, 

some the students are not able to identify information or knowledge 

needed. The reading comprehends the students is still very far from the 

expectation of curriculum.  
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It is caused that the writer want to apply the strategy the reading 

comprehension. In a comprehensive review of research, the institute of 

Education Sciences (2010) found a preponderance of evidence that explicit 

instruction strategy is associated with improved reading comprehension 

outcomes. In another study, Dube, Dorval, and Bessette (2013) also 

reported statistically significant improvements in reading comprehension 

following explicit instruction strategy to many grade students with 

learning difficulties. Indeed, the evidance for explicit instruction in 

reading comprehension strategies continues to mount. 

From the explanation above, the writer conclude that the explicit 

instruction strategy is more needed for the students to achieve their goals 

in learning language especially in reading comprehension. The writer can 

be using explicit instruction strategy on students’ reading comprehension 

the eleventh grade at senior high school Budi Dharma Dumai.  According 

to the institute of Education Sciences (2010) found a preponderance of 

evidance that explicit instruction strategy is associated with improved 

reading comprehension outcomes. 

It is caused the writer find out a teach using explicit instruction 

strategy in reading comprehension. Based on the preliminary the writer did 

in the eleventh grade. The writer found the following phenomena:  

1. Some of students are not able to identify the topic 

2. Some of students are not able to find the meaning of vocabulary of the 

text 
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3. Some of students find out words, phrases, and sentences but are not 

able to make connections. 

4. Some of students responds to question or make comments but do not  

understand how they make sense of the text. 

Based on condition above, the writer conducted the problems with 

strategies of english teaching. According (Van keer, 2004,p. 38) state the 

purposive activities of a teacher to make children fully aware of the active 

character of the reading process and of the importance of comprehension-

fostering and monitoring activities. Essentially, comprehension instruction 

involves not only teaching children what a particular strategy involves, but 

also why, where, when to use it. Not to mention, how a specific strategy 

can be modified within a variety of contexts. 

The writer considered that paired explicit instruction strategy could 

help students to improve their comprehension. By applying paired explicit 

instruction strategy could make them awareness when they learn english. 

The writer is interested in researching the problems above into research 

entitled “TEACHING ENGLISH USING EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION 

STRATEGY: ITS EFFECT ON STUDENTS’ READING COMPRE-

HENSION AT SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL BUDI DHARMA DUMAI”. 
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B. Problem 

1. Identification of the problem 

After conduction preliminary study at eleventh grade of senior 

high school Budi Dharma Dumai, it is clear that most of students as still 

getting difficult test, especially interns of reading comprehension. To 

make the problems clearer, these problems will be identified in the fol-

lowing identification of the problem: 

a. How is students’ reading comprehension to identify the top-

ic? 

b. How is students’ reading comprehension to find the meaning 

of vocabulary of the text? 

c. How is students’ reading comprehension to find out words, 

phrases, and sentences but are not able to make connections? 

d. How is students’ reading comprehension, responds to 

question or make comments but do not understand how they 

make sense of the text? 

2. Limitation of the problem 

After describing identification of the problems above thus, the 

writer needs to limit and focus the problem of her research problems on 

Teaching English Using Explicit Instruction Strategy: its effect on Stu-

dents’ Reading Comprehension of the eleventh grade students at senior 

high school Budi Dharma Dumai. The writer needs limit kind of the 

text and focus on Spoof text. 
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3. Formulation of the problem 

1. How is students’ reading comprehension taught by using expli-

cit instruction strategy on spoof text of the eleventh grade at se-

nior high school Budi Dharma Dumai ? 

2. How is students’ reading comprehension taught without using 

explicit instruction strategy on spoof text of the eleventh grade 

at senior high school Budi Dharma Dumai ? 

3. Is there any significant difference between using and without 

using explicit instruction strategy toward students’ reading 

comprehension on spoof text of the eleventh grade at senior high 

school Budi Dharma Dumai ? 

C. Objective and Significance of The Research 

1. Objective of Research 

a. To find out the students’ reading comprehension taught by 

using explicit instruction strategy on spoof text of the eleventh 

grade at senior high school Budi Dharma Dumai. 

b. To find out the students’ reading comprehension taught without 

by using explicit instruction strategy on spoof text of the ele-

venth grade at senior high school Budi Dharma Dumai. 

c. To find out the difference between using and without using 

explicit instruction strategy toward students’ reading 

comprehension on spoof text of the eleventh grade at senior 

high school Budi Dharma Dumai. 



8 
 

 
 

2. Significance of the Research  

1. Hopefully this research is able to benefit the writer as a novice 

the writer learns how to conduct a research. 

2. This research findings are also expected to be useful and varia-

ble, especially for students and the teachers of English of the 

eleventh grade at senior high school Budi Dharma Dumai as 

their future learning focus. 

3. Besides, this research findings are also expected to be positive 

information for those who a concerned in the world of teaching 

and learning English as a foreign or second languages. 

4. Finally, this research findings are also expected to be the prac-

tical and theoretical information to the development of that 

theories on language teaching the eleventh grade at senior high 

school Budi Dharma Dumai. 

D. Reason for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the writer is interested in carrying out this 

research. The reasons are as follows: 

1. The title of the research is relevant with the writer’s states as stu-

dents of English education development. 

2. The title of this research is not yet investigated by other previous 

researchers. 

3. The location of the research facilitates the writer in doing this re-

search. 
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E. Definition of the Term 

There are so many terms involving in this research. In order to avoid 

misunderstanding toward the term used thus, the following terms are nec-

essarily defined: 

1. Effect  

Effect is a measure of the strength of one’s variables effect on 

another or the relationship between two or more variable. It means that 

effect is changing of something because of there an action or influence 

from another. So, in this research the researcher wants to know the ef-

fect of using explicit instruction strategy toward students’ reading 

comprehension on spoof text of the eleventh grade at senior high 

school Budi Dharma Dumai. 

2. Explicit instruction strategy 

Explicit instruction is a series of the required instructional steps 

or procedures designed to guarantee that students understand exactly 

what is expected of them and what is being taught. In this research, the 

term of explicit instruction refers to the strategy that is following steps 

or procedures in developing their reading comprehension the eleventh 

grade at senior high school Budi Dharma Dumai. 

3. Reading comprehension 

Reading comprehension is the process of constructing meaning 

by coordinating a number of complex processes that include word 
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reading, word and world find out ledge, and fluency the eleventh grade 

at senior high school Budi Dharma Dumai. 

 


