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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1.Background of the Study  

English is one of the international languages. Blake (1996: 1) states that 

“English is used widely as a lingua France for purposes of commerce and science 

because English has virtually achieved the status of a world language”. It means 

that many people from different countries use English in order to be able to 

communicate each other, not only in oral but also in written communication. 

English in Indonesia is considered as a foreign language in which it is 

learned by Indonesian students from elementary level up to university level. 

Moreover it is included into one of subjects to be evaluated and improve students’ 

ability in comprehending English, as stated in School-Based Curriculum, 

Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendididkan (KTSP) “English lesson is aimed to 

develop students’ ability in communicating by that language either spoken or 

written. The ability communicate in English involves several skills such as 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing” (Curriculum center, 2003: 17). It means 

that Englishis one of the subjects that are tested in the national final examination. 

It is supported by Donough. Jo. Mc (1993: 7) states that the role of English is as a 

tool of communication that must be taught in the school as a primary subject as 

their first foreign language or as an alternative language. This means that there are 

four language skills that should be mastered by a language learner, they are 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Listening and reading skills are receptive 



2 
 

skills while speaking and writing productive skills. As one of the language skills, 

reading plays an important role because it helps students to be able to read English 

articles, magazines, newspapers, and nonfiction books, and it also could be the 

only way to use and to practice English in non-English speaking countries. 

Therefore, the ability to read the text in any form will contribute a great advantage 

for English learners, for instance gaining success at school. 

Grabe and W.Stoller (2002: 9) state that reading is the ability to draw 

meaning from pages and interpret this information appropriately. It means that 

comprehending and interpreting the information of the text are important. It 

implies that students need to learn a considerable amount of information from a 

text. Besides, Anderson (2003:109) states that in reading comprehension, a reader 

must have the following understanding in identifying the main idea, following the 

procedure of the text, getting the impact, drawing the inferences, and seeing the 

writer’s intention. If the students can understand information of the text that they 

read, they will success to comprehend the text as whole because they are actively 

engaged and interactive with the meaning of the text. 

So, based on experts’ opinions, comprehension is one’s ability in 

comprehending the message of the English reading materials. It is an interactive 

and thinking process of transferring printed letters into meaning in order to 

communicate certain message between the writer and the reader. It involves the 

process in identifying the text elements such as: finding main idea, details, the 

meaning of vocabulary in context, identifying reference, and making reference. 

The researcher takes it as indicators of this research.      



3 
 

When students were reading a text, they were concerned with the subject 

content of the text they read and the language it was expressed. Although both 

aspects are different kind, they involved comprehension. In order to understand 

the meaning of the text, students should have reading comprehension skill. R.R. 

Jordan, (1997:143). In addition, in order to make comprehension easier and 

interesting for the students to read a text, an English teacher should use 

appropriate strategies in teaching reading comprehension. There are many 

strategies in teaching reading comprehension. One of them is reciprocal teaching 

(RT). 

Onyemerekeya (1998), states that teachers need to arouse the learners’ 

interest in learning activities. It mean that, they can do through positive 

motivation, use of a variety of instructional materials, using a variety of 

questioning skills, especially higher order and divergent questions as well as 

active participation by the learners in class activities. He added that once aroused, 

efforts must be made by the teachers to sustain the interest. Such activities as 

projects, assignments, free and uninhibited interaction in the class can be useful 

for generating interest. 

Schraw, Flowerday, and Lehman (2001), state that these interests as 

“emotional interests,” distinguish them from cognitive interest, which result from 

events that are involved in complex cognitive structures or contain surprise. 

Subsequent research has suggested that a variety of text characteristics contribute 

in a positive way to the interestingness and memo ability of written materials. 

Features that were found to be sources of situational interest include novelty, 
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surprising information, intensity, visual imagery, ease of comprehension, text 

cohesion, and prior knowledge (Anderson, Shirley, Wilson & Fielding, 1997). 

 In learning English at the SMK Muhammadiah 3 Pekanbaru, one of the 

skills taught is reading. There were many texts applicable at the second grade, 

such as, narrative, descriptive, expository, and argumentative/persuasive text. The 

teacher said that many students were difficult for comprehend the text and, the 

students were not interest and joyful when read a text given. 

Based on preliminary study conducted at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 

Pekanbaru on18
th

 to 22
th

 October 2016, the teacher explained about reading 

materials in teaching and learning process. Dealing with the students’ 

achievement and some factors, the teacher paid attention to the students’ condition 

in teaching and learning processes was insufficient. The English teacher said that 

the kopetensi ketuntasan minimal (KKM) of English at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 

Pekanbaru was 70 in criteria 10-100, but still more students obtained low English 

scores or lower than KKM. In reading comprehension of descriptive text, most of 

students were not able to identify the main idea of the text, the detailed 

information of the text, to find the meaning of vocabulary in context, identify the 

words reference, and make inferences of the text. It was found thatthe students 

failed to find the topic of the text. The teacher also said that the students had 

difficulties to determine the main idea of the paragraph, identify inference, 

reference and supporting detail. Moreover the students were not interest in 

teaching and learning process, they felt bored when they had reading class. 
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Those cases were quite problematic and it should be solved, if the 

students’ low degree in reading comprehension it was not improved soon. 

Consequently, they were probably kept on having difficulty to understand any 

other texts. Furthermore, they probably did not achieve the KKM of English at 

SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Pekanbaru.  

In teaching and learning process, teacher must be creative in planning and 

implementing the learning activities in which they were not rely the activities on 

students’ text book. It was necessary to find out a suitable and interesting method 

related to students’ condition. They needed to be delivered any practices to assist 

them in developing reading comprehension and increase their reading interest.  

Carnine,Silbert, and Kameenui (1990:3) state that reading is a complex 

process, complex to learn and complex to teach, it means that the teacher must 

uses technique which can help them to read effectively and interestingly. 

Teaching comprehension strategies explicitly was seen as a possible approach to 

done the problems faced by the students. In this case, the researcher tried to apply 

interesting and effective technique for the students and the teachers so that their 

reading activity became well. Reciprocal teaching technique was one of reading 

techniques which were available. 

Palinscar and Brown (2005: 117-175) state that reciprocal teaching 

technique is a scaffold discussion technique that is built on four strategies that 

good readers use to comprehend text: predicting, questioning, clarifying, and 

summarizing. It is means that Reciprocal teaching technique becomes an 
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instructional procedure design to enhance students’ reading comprehension of a 

text.  

Padma (2008:13), states that Reciprocal Teaching Technique is 

recommended by reading experts and practitioners. And this technique has been 

heralded as effective in helping students in improving their reading ability. Finally 

the researcher chose reciprocal teaching technique to help students comprehend 

the text and solve their problem. 

Further, as problem was mentioned previously that the classical problem 

encountered by the students was their interest on reading itself. Interest becomes 

one of the factors which may affect the students’ reading comprehension because 

reading is a skill. A skill cannot only be developed by learning but it also must be 

developed by extensive and continual practice. Moreover, the students’ interest on 

reading is a central factor affecting reading performance. Therefore, it was 

assumed that the more positive responds, the more likely student would engage in 

reading activities. In addition, the students who enjoy reading and who perceive 

themselves to be good readers usually read more frequently and more widely 

impact which impact to broaden their reading experience and improves their 

reading skills.  

Based on the explanation and phenomena, it was necessary toconduct a 

research entitled: “The Effect of Using Reciprocal Teaching Technique on 

Students’ Reading Interest and their Reading Comprehension at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 3 Pekanbaru”. 
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1.2.STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM  

Based on the problems mentioned in the background, the students were not 

able to identify the main idea, failed to find clues in the structure and content of a 

passage and did not understand to get the mining of reading text. They also had 

difficulties to determine the main idea of the paragraph, identify inference, 

reference and statements or own words of the text.  

Moreover, most of the students were not interested in reading English text 

because they found many difficulties to get the main idea and identify the topic of 

reading text given. The students thought that they would not understand how to 

make statement or own words when the teacher asked them to do the assignment, 

moreover they did not know to find out the main idea of the text. It was quite hard 

for them even though they tried to find out the meaning by translating all of the 

text. Besides, they were not interested in the reading activity, such as doing 

assignment and homework. As a consequence, they got difficulty in interpreting 

the meanings of the difficult words. They guessed the words carelessly. The 

students did not use their dictionary in finding the meaning of unknown words. 

Meanwhile, the students had low reading skills. As a consequence, there were 

students who did not pay attention to their teacher’s explanation. In addition to 

those problems, the students were not able to find the topic of the text and its 

supporting information. The students could not learn effectively without the 

teacher’s guidance. When the teacher used an appropriate technique which could 

overcome those problems that were identified, the students could be more active 

and interested in the reading activity. 
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 Based on the problems, some questions need to be addressed: What makes 

students obtain low reading comprehension and reading interest? What were the 

causes that made the students got many difficulties in comprehending the text? 

Had the  teacher implemented the technique or strategy in teaching reading 

comprehension and reading interest? What efforts should be made to increase 

students’ reading comprehension and engaged students’ reading interests? Why 

were not they interested in the reading activity? Which technique or strategy was 

suitable to increase students’ reading comprehension and reading interest? Was 

Reciprocal Teaching Technique appropriate strategy to increase students’ reading 

comprehension and reading interest? Was Reciprocal Teaching Technique 

appropriate strategy to increase students’ reading comprehension and reading 

interest? At last, which technique provides more significant effect of 

usingReciprocal Teaching Technique either toward students’ reading 

comprehension or reading interest? 

Based on the problems, reading is an important thing in this research, 

because reading are a complex process, complex to learn and complex to teach 

.Nunan, David(2003: 68) states that reading is a fluent process of readers 

combining information from a text and their own background knowledge to build 

meaning. It means that readers’ background knowledge takes an important role in 

the reading process and affects the success of reading comprehension. Therefore, 

it needs a technique to solve those problems which could help them to read 

effectively and interestingly to increase their knowledge identified above. 



9 
 

Furthermore, Brown, A. L., & Campione, J. C. (1996: 289) state that 

technique are the specific activities manifested in the classroom that consisted 

with a method and therefore are in harmony with an approach as well. It means 

that a technique was a classroom device or activity and it was more specific way 

to solve the problem. It made researcher apply a technique to increase students’ 

reading comprehension and their reading interest, the techniques used in this 

research was the Reciprocal Teaching Technique, it as a technique to teach 

reading comprehension could engage the students to read in the content area in 

which the students could interpret the text base on the context. Stricklin, (2011: 

620) states that with Reciprocal Teaching, students predict before reading and 

then check their predictions during reading, they clarify unknown words or ideas 

during reading. They ask teacher question during and after reading to check for 

understanding, and they summarize either a page or the entire text selection after 

reading.  

1.3.The Limitation of Problem 

Based on the identified problems, the problems of the present study was 

limited on teaching techniques used in teaching reading and students’ interest 

in relation to reading comprehension. The teaching technique is Reciprocal 

Teaching Technique. Besides, the level of students’ interest in reading is 

divided into high and low level. This study investigates the effect of 

Reciprocal Teaching Technique on reading comprehension and reading 

interest of students in SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Pekanbaru. 

 



10 
 

1.4.The Purposes and Objectives of the Research 

The purpose of the study is to find out the effect of Reciprocal Teaching 

Technique on reading comprehension and reading interest of students in SMK 

Muhammadiyah 3 Pekanbaru.  

The objectives of the study are as follows: 

1. To find out the significant effect of using Reciprocal Teaching Technique 

on reading interest of students in SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Pekanbaru.   

2. To find out the significant effect of using Reciprocal Teaching Technique 

on reading interest of students in SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Pekanbaru.   

1.5.The Research Questions 

Based on the problems are identified above, the problems of the study 

formulated as follows: 

1. Is there any significant effect of using Reciprocal Teaching Technique on 

reading interest of students in SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Pekanbaru? 

2. Is there any significant effect of using Reciprocal Teaching Technique on 

reading interest of students in SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Pekanbaru?   

1.6.The Significance of Study 

This study is to investigate the effect of Reciprocal Teaching Technique 

on reading interest of students in SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Pekanbaru.   

The significance of this research is divided into 2 parts, internal and 

external. For internal, this research provides teacher with an effective means to 

improve students’ reading interest and their reading comprehension. This 

research also provides teacher with some guidance for teaching instructions 
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through Reciprocal Teaching Technique in teaching reading. For external, this 

research is apparently one of the first few attempts to investigate students’ 

interest and their reading comprehension in terms of management of the 

learning process through Reciprocal Teaching Technique. 

1.7.Rationale of Study 

This research was conducted to find out the effect of Reciprocal 

Teaching Technique on reading comprehension and their reading interest of 

students in SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Pekanbaru. If the students’ ability in 

reading comprehension and their interest were low, it would influence the 

students’ learning not only in reading class but also in all subjects. This 

research promotes Reciprocal Teaching Technique to improve the students’ 

ability in reading comprehension and their reading interest. Reciprocal 

Teaching Technique has been considered as one of teaching technique 

promoted in many areas of the study.   

1.8.Definition of the Key Terms 

There are some terms necessarily defined operationally to avoid 

misunderstanding on the part of the readers. They are reading comprehension, 

reading interest and Reciprocal Teaching Technique. 

1. Reading Comprehension 

Brown (2001:306), states that reading comprehension is primarily a 

matter of developing appropriate, efficient comprehension strategies. Into 

reading comprehension, the reader must be having knowledge in 

understanding the text. It means is a teaching technique of reading in 
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which the students use of cognitive in understanding the reading text. This 

activity takes the form of dialogue between students and teachers 

regarding segments of the text for the purpose of constructing the meaning 

of the text. 

2. Interest 

Hidi (2006) defined that interest as a unique motivational variable, 

as well as psychological state that occurs during interactions between 

persons and their objects of interest, and it is characterized by increasing 

attention, concentration and affect. Students’ reading interest is defined by 

how often students read about things they passionate about, spend their 

free time, spend their free time, and what they are interested in. Reading 

interest is divided into three instructional parts: “Before You Read,” 

“While You Read,” and “After You Read.” This sequence of activities is 

generally considered helpful in fostering students‟ understanding of what 

they read (ERS, 2000).  

3. Reciprocal Teaching Technique 

Palinscar (1984: 117) states that Reciprocal Teaching Technique is 

a very powerful technique for improving reading comprehension and 

Reciprocal Teaching Technique means the strategy used by the teacher 

teaching in the class. Teachers need to explicitly teach and model the four 

basic strategies: predicting, questioning, clarifying, and summarizing. 

During Reciprocal Teaching Technique lessons, students summarize texts 
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in varied ways, thus each of the four strategies helps students to meet 

common core expectations.  

 

 


