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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

A. Theoretical Framework 

1. The concept of Speaking Ability 

Speaking can be described as the ability of person to express their 

ideas. Littlewood (1981:1) states that speaking ability is a combination of 

structural and functional aspect of language. The structural aspect 

concentrates on the grammatical system, describing way in which 

linguistic items can be combined.  

Paulston and Brunder (1976:55)  say that speaking ability is taken 

to be the objectives of language teaching: the production of speaker 

competence to communicate in target language. Brunder (1985:6) says that 

there are four rating criteria of test focus on four areas of speaking ability. 

These areas are language function, appropriateness, coherence, and 

accuracy. 

a. Language functions include narrating, comparing, giving and 

defending an opinion, responding to a hypothetical situation, 

describing and analyzing a graph, extending a greeting, responding to 

a phone message, giving a progress report, etc. Each question focuses 

on one or more language functions. While students may include other 

language functions in students‟ response, the focus of students‟ 

response should address the language functions stated in the question. 

b. Appropriateness refers to responding with language appropriate for 

the intended audience or situation. In some questions students are 
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asked to respond to the narrator without any specifics given. In this 

situation, respond with a polite, friendly tone, as if students were 

talking with a respected colleague. Other questions may ask students to 

imagine students are talking to a friend, supervisor, business associate, 

customer, classmate, professor, medical professional, or patient. 

Sometimes the test specifies that students are talking with someone 

who works at the same company or institution as students. At other 

times students are asked to pretend to talk to someone without 

background on the topic students are addressing. Use language 

appropriate for whatever situation and audience that are specified. 

c. Coherence/Cohesion reflects the ways language is organized 

(coherence) and how ideas relate to each other (cohesion). It is 

important that students‟ responses are not ambiguous. Opinions and 

recommendations should be stated clearly. Supporting reasons should 

clearly connect to the main idea. Steps in a process or events in a story 

should be ordered logically, described clearly, and connect smoothly. 

Be specific enough in students‟ responses so that listeners do not have 

to interpret or supplement what students are saying in order to 

understand students meaning. 

d. Accuracy includes pronunciation, grammar, fluency, and vocabulary. 

The  ability to speak in a foreign language is very hard of what it 

means to be able to use a foreign language. Our personality, our self 

image, our knowledge of the world and our reason to express our 

thoughts are all reflected in our spoken performance in a foreign 
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language. Being able to speak to friends, colleagues, visitors and even 

strangers, in their language and both of speakers can understand, is 

surely the goal of very many learners. 

In speaking, students should have skills of speaking in order to 

be able to express many ideas of speaking and get the better speaking 

fluency. To have the skills of speaking is not easy, but if the students do 

more practice and study hard, they must be able to have the skills. 

According to Brown (2004:141), there are five basic types of speaking 

for oral production. They are: 

1) Imitative 

It is someone‟s interest only what is labeled by 

“pronunciation”. She/he imitates a native speaker‟s pronunciation. 

2)  Intensive  

It is someone‟s ability to gain the meaning of the conversation 

based on the context. 

3)  Responsive 

It refers to someone‟s comprehension of the short conversation, 

standard greeting, small talk, simple present and comment. 

4) Interactive 

Interaction consists of two forms. They are transactional 

language and interpersonal exchanges. 

5) Extensive  

Extensive oral production includes speech, oral presentation 

and storytelling, during which the opportunity for interaction from 
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listeners is either highly limited (perhaps to nonverbal response or 

ruled out all together). 

Weir (2004:74) explains how to test or to measure the students‟ 

speaking ability. 

1) Verbal Essay 

The candidate or student is asked to speak for three minutes on 

either one or more specified general topics. The candidate has to speak 

at length which enables a wide range of criteria including fluency to be 

applied to output. 

2) Oral Presentation 

The candidate is expected to give a short talk like on topic, 

which he has either been asked to prepare before hand or has been 

informed shortly before the test. This is different from „speaking 

essay‟ described above in as far as the candidate is allowed to prepare 

for the task. 

3) Free Interview 

In this type of interview, the conversation unfolds in an 

unstructured fashion and no set of procedures is laid down in advance. 

4) Information Transfer 

Description of a picture sequence. In this research, the oral 

presentation test will be used to assess students‟ speaking ability. 
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 According to Harris (1989) in Sastra (2011:30) speaking test 

should consist of five components to be rated, namely: pronunciation, 

grammar, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension.  

1. Pronunciation 

TABLE II.1 

PRONUNCIATION 

score requirement 

5 Has few traces of foreign accent. 

4 Always intelligible, though one is conscious of definite 

accent. 

3 Pronunciation problems necessitate concentrated listening and 

occasionally lead to misunderstanding. 

2 Very hard to understand because of pronunciation problem. 

Must frequently be asked to repeat. 

1 Pronunciation problems so severe as to make speech virtually 

unintelligible. 

 

2) Grammar 

TABLE II.2 

GRAMMAR 

score requirement 

5 Making few (if any) noticeable errors of grammar of word 

order. 

4 Occasionally makes grammatical and/or word-order errors 

which do not, however, obscure meaning. 

3 Making frequently errors of grammar and word-order which 

occasionally obscure meaning. 

2 Grammar and word-order errors make comprehension 

difficult. Must often rephrase sentences and/or restrict himself 

to basic pattern 

1 Errors in grammar and word-order are so severe as to make 

speech virtually unintelligible. 
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3) Vocabulary 

TABLE II.3 

VOCABULARY 

 

 

4) Fluency  

TABLE II.4 

FLUENCY 

Score  Requirement  

5 Speech as fluent and effortless as that of a native speaker. 

4 Speed of speech seems to be slightly affected by language 

problems. 

3 Speed and fluency are as rather strongly affected by language 

problems. 

2 Usually hesitant; often forced into silence by language 

limitations. 

1 Speech is so halting and fragmentary as to make conversation 

virtually impossible. 

 

 

 

Score  Requirement  

5 Using of vocabulary and idioms is virtually that of a native 

speaker. 

4 Sometimes using inappropriate term/or must rephrase ideas 

because of lexical inadequacies. 

3 Frequently using the wrong words, conversation somewhat 

limited because of inadequate vocabulary. 

2 Missing of words and very limited vocabulary which make 

comprehension quite difficult 

1 Vocabulary limitation is so extreme as to make conversation 

virtually impossible. 
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5) Comprehension 

TABLE II.5 

COMPREHENSION 

Score  Requirement 

5 Appear to understand every without difficulty. 

4 Understand nearly everything at normal speed, although 

occasional repetition may be necessary.  

3 Understand most of what is said at slower-than normal speed 

with repetitions 

2 Have great difficulty following what is said. Can comprehend 

only “social conversation” spoken slowly and with frequent 

repetitions. 

1 Cannot be said to understand even simple conversation 

English.  

  Note: for non-native speaker, 5 is the highest score. 

According to Harris (1989) in Sastra (2011:33) To collect the data, 

speaking result will evaluated by concerning five components and each 

component has score of level. Each component ha 20, the highest score and 

the total of the component is 100. The table of category and score of 

speaking as follows: 

TABLE II.6 

CATEGORY AND SCORE OF SPEAKING 

Category Score 

5 17-20 

4 13-16 

3 9-12 

2 5-8 

1 1-4 
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TABLE II.7 

THE SPECIFICATION OF THE TEST 

No Speaking components The score 

1 Pronunciation  20 

2 Grammatical 20 

3 Vocabulary 20 

4 Fluency 20 

5 Comprehension 20 

 Total 100 

 

2. The concept of retelling story 

Retelling story is an oral activity where language and gestures 

are used in a colorful way to create scenes in a sequence. In addition, 

retelling is grounded in an understanding of the crucial role that oral 

language plays in both the formation and sharing of meaning.  

According to Miller and Pennycuff said (2008:36) retelling 

story is a process of re-memorizing the story from reading or listening 

and retelling story in the classroom is one way to improve oral 

language. Kalmback (1986) in Stoicovy (2004) states that that retelling 

is a process of re-memorizing what we listen to and read. Further, 

Stoicovy states that in relation to language teaching, retelling story 

technique can be used as a way to promote students‟ comprehension 

and understanding of discourse. Retelling story technique has positive 

influence in language learning as it promotes students‟ ability in 

rearranging information from the text that they have read. 

Besides, Marrow in Phaiboonnugulkij (2014 :145) said Retelling is 

reading or listening that learners remember from reading or listening 

and retell what they recognize either through orally or in writing. 
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Marrow states retelling story technique is one of teaching activities in 

second or foreign language classes because it relies so much on words, 

offering a major and constant source of language experience for 

children.  

In addition, Wahyudi (2013: 51) said retelling is an activity done 

by the students to retell the story obtained from reading, watching and 

listening. Retelling story can build students comprehension in certain 

story has given. It requires the reader or listener to reconstruct the parts 

of a story. They reveal not only what readers or listener remember, but 

also what they understand, retelling as recounting story by the 

student‟s own words orally. 

Retelling story technique has been known as one of teaching 

activities in second or foreign language classes. One of the reasons is 

because it relies so much on words, offering a major and constant 

source of language experience for children. This technique is effective 

for increase students‟ ability in speaking. According to Wahyudi 

(2016: 57) retelling story  technique can be performed through the 

following procedure: 

a. The teacher asks the students to read the narrative text that 

provided by the teacher. 

b. The teacher divides the students in to several groups and discussing 

the story on the text. 

c. The teacher asks the students to tell what he/she read from the text 

to their group partner. 
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d. The teacher asks each student retells the story in front of class. 

One of the goals in an English foreign learner Speaking class is 

improving students‟ communicative skill so they can express 

themselves using the target language appropriately based on its social 

and cultural contexts. 

Retelling story technique can help the students to practice the 

English language directly, and making the students habit with the 

language. Wahyudi (2016: 57) cited in his book the several advantages 

of retelling activities:  

1) The students enjoy joining learning activity by reading, watching, 

and listening. 

2) The students practice their speaking in real life situation. 

3) The students select what he/ she wants to reads, watches, or listens 

to 

4) The students can organize the ideas through his / her reading/ 

watching/ listening. 

5) The students are easy to develop the ideas because they know what 

to speak based on his/ her reading/ watching/ listening. 

6) The students are fluent to speak since they have read/ 

watched/listened. 

3. The concept of Narrative Text 

a. Definition of Narrative Texts 

Anderson and (1997: 8) say that narrative text is a piece of 

text which tells a story and in doing so entertains and informs the 
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reader or listener. Meanwhile, Percy in Permana and Zuhri (2013: 

2 ) state that narrative is a type of essay that tells a story or a series 

of events in which they occur. Its purpose is to give meaning to an 

event or a series of events by telling story. From these statements it 

can be inferred that narrative texts is concerning with a story. The 

story includes some events which is presented to amuse the readers 

or listeners. So, written narrative texts are aimed to entertain the 

readers.  

b. Generic Structure of Narrative Texts 

Derewianka (1990: 32) states that the steps for constructing 

anarrative are: 

1) Orientation, in which the writer tells the audience about who the 

character in the story are, where the story is taking place, and 

when the action is happen. 

2) Complication, where the story is pushed along by a series of 

events, during which we usually expect some sort of 

complication or problem to arise. It just would not be so 

interesting if something unexpected did not happen. This 

complication will involve the main character(s) and often serves 

to (temporally) toward them, for reaching their goal. Narratives 

mirror the complications we face in life and tend to reassure us 

that they are resolvable. 
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3) Resolution 

In a “satisfying “narrative, a resolution of the complication is 

brought about. The complication may be resolved for better or 

for worse, but it is rarely left completely unresolved (although 

this is of course possible in certainly types of narrative, which 

leave us wondering (how is the end?).  

Meanwhile, Anderson (1997: 8) show the steps for 

constructing a narrative text. They are: (1) Orientation, it is the 

opening story which tells about the characters, the setting of time 

and the setting of place. (2) Complication, that contains events of 

the story which stimulates the reader to guess what will happen in 

the story.  (3) Sequence of events, where the characters react to the 

complication.  (4) Resolution, where the characters finally solve 

the problem in the complication.  (5) Coda, that contains a 

comment or moral values which can be learned from the story, but 

this is an optional step. 

 In addition, Koffman and Reed (2010: 1) state that 

narratives have been described as having several common 

components including a setting, plot (series of episodes based on 

goals, attempts, outcomes), resolution or story ending. 

Based on the statements above, it can be concluded that the 

generic structures of narrative texts are: (1) Orientation which 

introduces the main characters and possibly some minor characters. 

Some indication is generally given of where the action and when 
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an action happened. (2) Complication where the writer tells how 

the problem arises, sometimes something unexpected events will 

happen. (3) Resolution which is an optional closure of event. The 

complication may be resolved for better or for worse, but it is 

rarely left completely unresolved. The writer can conclude that 

resolution is the end of a story. 

B. Relevant Research 

According to Syafi‟I (2011:122), relevant research is required to 

observe some previous researchers conducted by other researchers in which 

they are relevant to our research. There are relevant researches which have 

relevancy to the research especially in speaking area. The research are various, 

it happens because speaking is a part of subject in studying English. There are 

some research that relevant with this research especially in the use of 

technique and medium.  

In this research, the writer only chooses two relevant research related 

to this research. The research conducted by Devina Nizzu (2016) entitled 

“Improving Students‟ Speaking Skills Trough Retelling Story by Using 

Picture Series ” in her research; she used picture ( narrative story of picture) as 

a media in language learning especially in students‟ speaking skills. The 

research results had shown that the use of retelling story of picture series can 

improve students‟ vocabulary mastery. 

The second relevant research conducted by Rasnel Fahmi Irsyad and 

Don Narius (2013) entitled “Teaching Speaking through Retelling Stories of 

Carton Movies at Junior High School” in their journal, they used retelling 
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story technique of carton movie in teaching speaking. The research results had 

shown that the use of retelling story of movies can improve students‟ speaking 

ability. 

Both of researches are relevant with this research. The first research 

were using retelling story by picture series in teaching speaking, and the 

second research were using retelling technique in teaching speaking. 

C. Operational Concept 

Operational concept is used to give an explanation about theoretical 

framework to avoid misunderstanding about research. According to Syafi‟i 

(2007:122) operational concepts are derived from related theoretical 

concepts on all of the variables that should be practically and empirically 

operated in an academic writing-a research paper.  

In this research, there are two variables. The first is retelling story of 

narrative text that refers to researcher‟s technique ability in speaking as 

variable (x). The second is students‟ ability in speaking as variable (y). 

retelling story of narrative text is an independent variable and students‟ 

ability in speaking is a dependent variable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



24 

 

The indicators of (x) variable as procedures of retelling story of 

narrative text in speaking according Wahyudi (2016:57) as follows: 

1.The teacher asks the students to read the narrative text that provided by the 

teacher. 

2.The teacher divides the students in to several groups and discussing the 

story on the text. 

3.The teacher asks the students to tell what he/she read from the text to their 

group partner. 

4.The teacher asks each student retells the story in front of class. 

The indicators of (y) variable as students‟ speaking ability, 

according to Hughes (2003: 131-132)  there are some indicators as 

follows: 

1) The students are able to speak English with a good pronunciation 

2) The students are able to speak English with appropriate vocabularies 

3) The students are able to speak English with grammatical correct 

4) The students are able to speak fluently 

5) The students are able to speak English with a good comprehension. 
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D. Assumptions and Hypothesis 

 

1. The Assumptions 

before starting hypothesis as temporary answer of the problem 

discussed, the writer would like to present some assumption in the 

reference to the research problem: 

1. The activities in retelling story of narrative text can improve students‟ 

ability in speaking. 

2. The students will able to speak English with a good pronunciation, 

appropriate vocabularies, grammatical correct, a good comprehension, 

and speak fluently. 

3. The students will be interested in speaking English in retelling the 

story after reading narrative text. 

2. Hypothesis of this research are: 

a. (Ho) there is no significant effect of the use of retelling story of 

narrative text toward the second grade students‟ speaking ability. 

b. (Ha) there is significant effect of the use of retelling story of narrative 

text toward the second grade students‟ speaking ability. 

 


