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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A.  Background of The Problem 
 

Speaking is one of the aspects in learning the language. Speaking can 

be described as the ability of person to express their ideas or to deliver the 

messages to the other people. Besides, speaking is an activity of presenting 

thought or ideas in spoken language. According to Thornbury (20013:1) 

speaking is oral communication and speaking is the ability to use language to 

express feeling, ideas, and opinion and for communication between speaker 

and listener. English has four main skills they are listening, speaking, reading 

and writing, speaking seems the most important aspects in learning English 

language. 

To master speaking is not an easy job. It needs mastery of grammar, 

vocabulary, pronunciation in expressing ideas and even the other aspects 

should be mastered. They are interrelated with each other. To speak well, 

people must have good capabilities in speaking. They must know the 

components in speaking. According to Harris (1989:13) there are some 

components that should be considered in speaking, such as, accent, 

pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension. Therefore, 

its components are very crucial in speaking. 

One of the goals in an English foreign learner speaking class is 

improving students’ communicative skill so that they can express their ideas 

using the target language appropriately based on its social and cultural 

contexts. Based on the curriculum that is implemented in Indonesia and the 

importance of speaking skill above the students are expected to be able to
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speak in English. In fact, in educational environment speaking still a difficult 

subject for some students and most of performance are low. 

Many problems that faced by the students on English classroom 

especially in term of speaking. First, most of the students become addicted to 

Indonesian  language  in  interacting  or  communicating  while  they  are  in 

English class because they have low motivation in learning English especially 

in speaking and they think that English is only as compulsory subject of 

school. Second, students were not innovated by interesting materials or asked 

to take an active part in the classroom. As the effect, students did not get 

involved actively in the learning process. 

Dealing with the problems above, it is so essential for the teacher to 

pay attention in motivated students in teaching speaking. There are many ways 

to motivate the students to speak English and make them interest to the 

material, one of them is through a teaching with retelling story from the 

narrative text. 

Retelling story is one of activity in speaking class, retelling story is 

great help in improve students’ speaking ability because while they retell the 

story  they  directly  use  and  practice  the  English  language.  The  story  of 

narrative text is interesting and make the students enjoy while learning and 

reading activities, so that they try to collect some information about the story 

of the text. As Marrow cited in Phaiboonnugulkij (2014 :145) said Retelling is 

reading or listening that learners remember from reading or listening and retell 

what they recognize either through orally or in writing. Also Anderson (1997:
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8) say that narrative text is a piece of text which tells a story and in doing so 

entertains and informs the reader or listener. 

Based on the definition above, it is so essential for the teacher to pay 

attention in teaching speaking. the teacher should provide various ways for 

speaking activities to develop basic interactive skills required in education and 

social life. Those ways make the students more active in learning process and 

at the same time their learning more meaningful and fun. 

Junior  high  school  34  Pekanbaru  is one  of  junior  high  school  in 

Pekanbaru city that still use school based curriculum (SBC) for eight grade 

students as its guidance in teaching and learning process. English subject in 

this school is learned twice a week with the allocation of time is 2 x 40 

minutes for each meeting. the Standard passing grade (KKM) for English 

subject  especially  for  the  second  grade  students  is  75.  Thus,  rubric  for 

Standard passing grade (KKM) can be seen in the following table. 

TABLE I.1 

RUBRIC FOR STANDARD PASSING GRADE (KKM) 
 

NO Description scoring 

Score Mark 

1 Students can express text of monologue very accurately, 

fluently and rhyming to interact with their surroundings 

orally. 

81-100 A 

2 Students  can  express  text  of  monologue  accurately, 

fluently and rhyming to interact with their surroundings 

orally. 

61-80 B 

3 Students have limited skill to express text of monologue 

to interact with their surroundings orally. 

41-60 C 

4 students have little skill to express text of monologue to 

interact with their surroundings orally 

21-40 D 

5 students have not skill to express text of monologue to 

interact with their surroundings orally. 

0-20 E 



4 

 

 
 

 

From the rubric above, some of the students still have low Standard 

passing grade (KKM). They also get low score for English on mid semester 

and final semester test. By doing observation and interviewing the English 

teacher of second grade students in senior high school 34 Pekanbaru, she had 

tried to teach her students properly. The teacher already use several strategies 

and technique, for example small group discussion, work in pairs and ask and 

answer. But, it was not effective. 

Based on the preliminary observation done by the researcher, there 

were several problems faced by the students in speaking class. It can be seem 

in following some phenomena above: 

1. Most of students are not able to pronounce English correctly. 

 
2. Most of the students are not able to speak fluently. 

 
3. Most of the students are not able to speak grammatically. 

 
4. Most of students have lack of vocabulary. 

 
5.  Some of students have score under the standard passing grade of 

speaking. 

According to the problems of students’ speaking ability, it is important 

to find effective and innovative ways to improve the students’ interest in 

speaking in order to improve their speaking ability. Therefore the writer is 

interested in carrying out a research entitled, “Teaching English By Using 

Retelling Story of Narrative Text: It’s Effect on Students’ Speaking Ability 

at Second Grade Students of Junior High School 34 Pekanbaru”.
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B.  The Problems of The Research 
 

Based on the description above, it is clear that there are many students 

encounter problems in the classroom activities. Specifically, a lot of students 

experience difficulties in speaking course. There are many factors that may the 

students faced difficulties and intricacies in speaking English. 

There are many factors that may instill why the students face difficulties in 

speaking English. The factors are come from internal and external rather from 

less of knowledge about linguistics. 

1.   Identification of the problem 

Based on the background and the phenomena on the difficulties 

and  intricacies encountered  by the  students,  thus the  problems of this 

research are indentified in the following identifications: 

1)  Why do most of students not able to pronounce English correctly? 

 
2)  Why do most of students not able to speak fluency? 

 
3)  Why do most of students not able to speak grammatically? 

 
4)  Why do most of students lack of vocabulary? 

 
5)  How is students’ speaking ability after being taught by using retelling 

 
story of narrative text? 

 
6)  Does the use of retelling story of narrative text improve the students 

speaking ability? 

2.     Limitation of the problem 
 

 

Because there are many problems in teaching and learning process, 

so the scope of this research is limited in the influence of retelling story of 

narrative text (fable story)  its effect of students speaking skills.
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3.   Formulation of the problem 
 

 

1)  How is the students’ speaking ability before being taught by using 

retelling story of narrative text of the second grade students of junior 

high school 34 Pekanbaru? 

2)  How  is  the  student’s  speaking  ability  after  being    taught  using 

retelling story of narrative text of the second grade students of junior 

high school 34 Pekanbaru? 

3)  Is there any significant different of students’ speaking ability before 

 
and after taught using retelling story of narrative text? 

 
C.  The Objective and Significant of The Research 

 

 

1.   The general objectives of the research 

 
a)  To find out students’ speaking ability before being taught by using 

 
retelling story of narrative text 

 
b)  To  find  out  students’  speaking  ability after  being taught  by using 

 
retelling story of narrative text 

 
c)  To find out the significant effect of students’ speaking ability taught 

 
before and after using retelling story of narrative text
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2.   Significant of the research 

 
The research activity is significantly carried out for the following 

needs. They are: 

a.   To give some information to the teacher and the school about the effect 

of using retelling technique  story of narrative text  toward students 

speaking ability 

b.   To give some contribution to the students in order to improve students’ 

 
ability in their speaking 

 
c.   To enhance the researcher’s knowledge about teaching speaking by 

 
retelling story of narrative text 

 
D.  Reason for Choosing The Title 

 
The reasons why the writer is interested in carrying out a research on 

the topic above are based on several considerations: 

1.   The  problems  of  the  research  are  interested  to  be  investigate  in  term 

teaching and learning speaking as EFL/ESL class. 

2.   The teachers of speaking are required to improve students’ weaknesses of 

 
speaking. 

 
3.   The topic is relevant to the writer as one of the students of the English 

 
Education Department. 

 
4.   As far as the writer concerned, this research title has not investigated by 

any research yet.
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E.  The Definition of The Terms 
 

In  order  to  avoid  misunderstanding  in  reading  this  paper,  it  is 

necessary to define the following terms: 

1.   Teaching English 

 
Teaching  is  guiding  and  facilitating  learning  the  learner  to 

learn, setting the conditions for learning.  It is an activity done by 

English  teachers.  They  should  transform  their  knowledge  about 

English especially in speaking to their students in order to make 

students know the way how to speak well. 

2.   Speaking Ability 

 
Ability is the capacity or the power to do something physical or 

mental. In this study, the ability is the students’ power and skill to 

speak English language trough retelling the story on the narrative text. 

3.   Retelling story 

 
retelling is an activity done by the students to retell the story 

obtained from reading, watching and listening. They reveal not only 

what  readers or  listener  remember,  but also  what they understand, 

retelling as recounting story by the student’s own words orally. In this 

research, it refers to the students speaking ability on retelling story of 

narrative  text  at  second  grade  student  on  junior  high  school  34 

Pekanbaru.
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4.   Narrative text 

 
Narrative text is a text that tells a story or a series of events in 

which they occur. Its purpose is to give meaning to an event or a series 

of events by telling story. 

5.   Effect 

 
The  effect  means  the  Power  to  produce  results;  efficiency; 

force; importance. In general, that which is produced by an agent or 

cause; the event which follows immediately from an antecedent.   In 

this research, the effect means the influence of group discussion as 

Strategy  in  teaching  and  learning  process  to  increase  students’ 

speaking skill. 


