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CHAPTER III 

METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 

A. Research Design 

This research is a qualitative research. According to Creswell (2009, p. 22) 

qualitative research is used for exploring and understanding social and human 

problem. Besides, Koshy (2005, p. 86) stated that qualitative data is more in 

the form of transcript, description and document for analysis. The writer uses 

descriptive method because the writer wants to find and describe students’ 

difficulties in writing recount text. Best, as cited in Cohen (2000, p. 169) 

descriptive research is concerned with the description and interpretation of 

condition or relationship that exists, point of view or attitude that are held, 

process that are going on, effects that are being felt, or trends that are 

developing. 

In addition, Cohen (2000, p. 169) also stated that descriptive research is 

used to describe and interpret the phenomena. Thus, the writer used test to 

collect the data. It was used to find out students’ difficulties in writing 

recount text. This research used two raters to score the result of the test, so the 

score was reliable.  

B. Time and Location of  the Research 

This research was conducted in April 2018 at State Islamic Senior High 

School (MAN) 1 Kampar. This school is located at Kuok district, Kampar 

regency. 
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C. Subject and Object of the Research 

The subject of this research was the tenth grade students at State Islamic 

Senior High School (MAN) 1 Kampar. The object of this research was 

students’ difficulties in writing recount text.  

D. Population and Sample of the Research 

1. Population 

The population of this research was the tenth grade students of State 

Islamic Senior High School (MAN) 1 Kampar in academic year 

2017/2018. The students were divided into 7 (eight) classes. The total 

number of the tenth grade students at State Islamic Senior High School 

(MAN) 1 Kampar was 196 students. The distribution of population can be 

seen in the table as below: 

Table III.1 

The Population of the Tenth Grade Students at State Islamic Senior 

High School (MAN) 1 Kampar 

No. Class Number of students 

1. X Science 1 31 

2. X Science 2 29 

3. X Science 3 31 

4. X Social 1 27 

5.  X Social 2 28 

6. X Social 3 25 

7. X Social 4 25 

Total 196 

 

2. Sample of the Research 

In order to take the sample, the writer used purposive sampling 

technique. According to Ritchie and Jane (2003, p. 107) purposive 

sampling is known as criterion based sampling. Purposive sampling is 

designed to select the sample based on the characteristics that the 
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researcher wants to study. Cohen (2000, p. 103) also stated that purposive 

sampling is used to take the sample based on the researcher’s specific 

needs. In this research, the writer’s need is to investigate about students’ 

difficulties in writing recount text, so purposive sampling is more 

appropriate for determining sample.  

Furthermore, Ritchie and Jane (2003, p. 107) stated that the sample is 

chosen in small scale for qualitative research. In this research, the writer 

analyzed and described the collected data. It was impossible for the writer 

to take all population as the sample, so the writer chose only one class 

which had difficulties in writing recount text based on English teacher 

recommendation.  The sample can be seen in the table as below: 

Table III.2 

The Sample of the Research 

Class Number of Students 

X Science 2 29 

 

E. Technique of Data Collection 

In this research, the writer used one technique to collect the data. 

1. Test 

To gather the data, the writer used a test to find out students’ 

difficulties in writing recount text. In this research, the writer used 

writing test. Hyland (2003, p. 62) stated that writing test is used as a 

source of information about the learners. Then, students’ writing will 

be assessed by using writing rubric that is developed by Cohen (1994) 
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as cited in Yunianto (2014, p. 19). The more detailed writing rubric by 

Cohen (1994) is as follows: 

Table III.3 

Writing Rubric 

Aspect of Writing Range Score Criterion 

Content 

5 Excellent Main ideas stated clearly and accurately, 

change opinion very clear  

4 Good Main ideas stated fairly clearly and 

accurately, change opinion relatively 
clear  

3 Average Main ideas somewhat unclear or 

inaccurate,  

change opinion statement some what 
weak  

2 Poor Main ideas not clear or accurate, change 

opinion statement weak  

1 Very Poor Main ideas not at all clear or accurate, 
change opinion statement very weak  

Organization 

5 Excellent Well‐ organized and perfectly coherent  

4 Good Fairly well‐ organized and generally 

coherent  

3 Average Loosely organized but main ideas clear, 

logical but incomplete sequencing  

2 Poor Ideas disconnected, lacks logical 
sequencing  

1 Very Poor No organization, incoherent  

Vocabulary 

5 Excellent Very effective choice of words and use 

of idioms and word forms  

4 Good Effective choice of words and use of  
idioms and word forms 

3 Average Adequate choice of words but some 

misuse of vocabulary, idioms, and word 
forms  

2 Poor Limited range, confused use of words, 

idioms, and word forms  

1 Very Poor Very limited range, very poor 
knowledge of words, idioms, and word 

forms  

Grammar 

5 Excellent No errors. Full control of complex 

structure  

4 Good Almost no errors, good control of 

structure  

3 Average Some errors, fail control of structure  

2 Poor Many errors, poor control of structure  

1 Very poor Dominated by errors, no control of 
structure  

 
 

Mechanics 

5 Excellent Mastery of spelling and punctuation  

4 Good Few errors in spelling and punctuation  

3 Average Fair number of spelling and punctuation 
errors  

2 Poor Frequent errors in spelling and 

punctuation  

1 Very Poor No control over spelling ad punctuation  
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2. Validity of the test 

According to Brown (2004, p. 22) validity of the test is the test 

measures according to its purpose.  There are five kinds of validity. 

They are content validity, criterion validity, construct validity, 

consequential validity and face validity. In this research, the writer 

uses content validity. The material of the test was taken from the 

syllabus of the tenth grade students of State Islamic Senior High 

School (MAN) 1 Kampar. The topic of the test is about personal 

recount. This material is related to students’ English textbook and they 

have already learned the text.  

3. Reliability of the test 

Reliability of the test is consistent and dependable (Brown, 2004, 

p. 20). The writer used inter-rater reliability to determine the reliability 

of writing test.  Inter-rater reliability is used when the same test is 

scored by two or more scores. In this research, students’ writing was 

scored by two raters based on scoring criteria in rubric writing. Both 

raters assessed same students’ writing and also used same rubric.   

F. Technique of Data Analysis 

According to Creswell (2009, p. 171) qualitative data analysis is 

conducted concurrently with gathering data, making interpretations, and 

writing reports. In this research, the writer collected the data by using test 

(writing test). The data of students’ writing test was scored by two raters by 

using writing rubric assessment (adapted from Cohen, 1994 as cited in 
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Yunianto, 2014). The result of assessment from the two raters was presented 

in the table. To know the students’ score, the writer used the following 

formula: 

1. Calculate the total score 

TS= C+O+V+G+M 

TS = Total score 

C = Students’ score in content 

O = Students’ score in organization 

V = Students’ score in vocabulary 

G = Students’ score in grammar 

M = Students’ score in mechanics 

2. Calculate the real score 

RS= 
𝑇𝑆 

25
 𝑥 100 

RS = Real score 

TS = Total score of the aspects of writing 

In this research, the writer used Cohen rubric. It ranges from 1 to 5 for 

each aspects of writing (content, organization, vocabulary, grammar, 

and mechanics).  
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3. Classify the students’ score based on the level of difficulties 

The following table is adopted from Burns (2000) as cited in Paskal 

(n.d, p. 7) 

 Table III.4 

Classification of Students’ Score Based on Level of Difficulties 

Score Level of Difficulties 

86-100 Very Easy 

76-85 Easy 

65-75 Medium 

56-64 Difficult 

0-55 Very Difficult 

 

4. To know the average scores of the total participants, the writer used the 

following Burns’ formula as cited in Paskal (n.d, p.7) 

M= 
 𝑥

𝑁
  

M = Mean score 

∑x = Sum of all score 

N = Number of students 

5. To get the percentage, the data will be calculated by using Anas’ 

formula (2003, p. 40) as follows: 

𝑃 =
𝐹

𝑁
× 100%  

P= Percentage 

F= Number of frequency 

N= Number of respondents/sample 

After getting the students’ score, the writer described students’ difficulties 

in writing recount text in each aspects of writing (content, organization, 

vocabulary, grammar and mechanics).  


