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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of The Problem 

Self-efficacy refers to a person’s beliefs concerning his or her 

completion of a task and preceived competency level in performing the task. 

Self-efficacy is believed to play a key role in the learning process by helping 

a learner’s progress. Bandura futher proposed that a person’s attitudes, 

abilities, and cognitive skills comprise what is known as a self-system. This 

system plays a major role in how one perceives situations forms an essential 

part in this self-system. Thus, self-efficacy can have an impact on everything 

from psychological states to behaviour and motivation. 

Self-efficacy in speaking performance, speaking is a productive skill 

that challenges students’ capability to perform a task. The key to 

communication is the ability to comunicate or speak with other people. 

Speaking is carried out in a real time which demands learner’s abilities to 

plan, process and produce the language. This poses as a difficult task for 

students attempting to master speaking English 

Speaking is an interactive process of constructing  meaning that 

involves, producting, receiving, and processing information. The use of 

English for speaking is not a simple processat all because the speaker should 

be also master several important elements, such as pronounciation, grammar, 

vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension.There components should be a 
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consideration for the students as targetthat will be achieved in order that they 

are able to speak English correctly.But, in fact many students still feel 

hesistant, shy even afraid to speak english and express their idea. 

MA Islamic Centre Al-Hidayah Kampar is one of private schools in 

Bangkinang. As one of the formal institution of education, this school learned 

English based on 2013 Curriculum.According to the lesson plan from this 

school which is adapted from 2013 curriculum, speaking learning has 

purposes :  

1. Students are able to participate during classroom activity. 

2. Students are able to delivere their ideas orally. 

3. Students are able to do speaking performance or speaking test in front of 

the class.  

Based on the writer preliminary observation at MA Islamic Centre Al-

Hidayah Kampar, English has been taught twice a week with duration 45 

minutes for one hours learning process. The 2013 English Curriculum of MA  

MA Islamic Centre Al-Hidayah Kampar stated that the tenth grade students  

must acquire oral and written form of language. 2013 curriculum requires the 

students to study the various kind of texts : descriptive text, recount text, and 

narrative text. In addition, those texts consist of communicative purpose, 

generic structure and language festures. In this school, English for the tenth 

grade is taught descriptive texts. The goals of teaching speaking based on the 

syllabus are students are able to describe things, people, and places that 

appropriate to the contexts. The Minimum Competence Criteria (KKM) of 
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the tenth grade students MA Islamic Centre Al-Hidayah Kamparis 78. The 

explanation of rubric for Minimum Competence Criteria (KKM) can be seen 

as follows :  

Table I.1 

Minimum Competence Criteria 

 

No. Score Category Competency 

1 90-100 A (Very Good) Students can describe things, people, and 

places that appropriate to the context very 

accurately and fluently 

2 75-89 B (Good) Students can describe things, people, and 

places that appropriate to the context 

accurately and fluently 

3 66-75 C (Enough) Students have limited skill to describe things, 

people, and places that appropriate to the 

context  

4 <66 D (Less) Students have little skill to describe things, 

people, and places that appropriate to the 

context 

 

Based on the Minimum Competence Criteria (KKM)) there was 12 

students (40%) got 62, 7 students (23.3%) got 68, 4 students (13.3%) got 75, 

5 students (16.7%) got 78, and 2 students (6.7%) got 82. So, the writer 

concluded that some of the tenth grade students at MA Islamic Centre Al-

Hidayah Kampar were still difficult to describe things, people, and places that 

appropriate to the contexts very accurately and fluently.  

Based on the writer preliminary observation, the writer got some 

problems faced by students, such as some of students did not want to speak 

English, some of them did not like speaking English, some of them were not 

confidents to speak English, some of them shy to speak English because they 

did not know what to say, a few of them felt that English was so hard to be 
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learned, and some of them did not have believes and worried about making 

mistakes in speaking English. So, it was clear if students still found problems 

and difficulties in English, especially in speaking. They are probably caused 

by the students did not have belief and worried about making mistakes in 

speaking English and the students did not believes about their capabilities. 

Hamouda (2012) stated that some causes that make students feel 

reluctant to speak English as a foreign language, one of them is low self-

belief on their speaking capability and lact of confidence. The significant 

factor to control over students’ to speak English is their self-efficacy. 

According to Bandura (1997) stated that self-efficacy is the people’s belief of 

their performance capabilities to organize and execute particular type of a 

task at a particular time and situation. In the other word, self-efficacy is a 

person’s belief in his or her ability to success in a particular type of task and 

situation. 

Self-efficacy in speaking performance, according to Kim et al.(2005) 

conducted a study on self-efficacy and speaking ability found that the 

students had high level of self-efficacy are more confident in their speaking 

performace rather than with students low sel-efficacy. In line with, Kanestion 

(2016) stated that self-efficacy in speaking refers to the perception of the 

students’s capabilities to speak in the target language competently. 

Some of studies found that gender self-efficacy differences in 

speaking. Idrus et. al (2008) also stated that female students’ self efficacy 

higher rather than male students in areas related to language. in line with, 
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Kim et. al (2005) stated in their study self-efficacy and speaking ability there 

is significant differences between male and female students self-efficacy in 

the term of ability and aspiration. This finding is also related with a study by 

Pajares (1996, p.523) on gender and psychological factors in english language 

learning female learners have a higher positive attitude towards the language. 

Based on the theory above, females students self-efficacy in speaking 

performance should be higher than male students. But, in reality both of male 

and female students were still low self-efficacy in speaking performance.  

Furthermore, they almost have some problems which was not really able to 

speak English. 

Thus, based on writer preliminary observation, the problem that 

students faced were indicate in the following phenomena : 

1. Some of students were difficult to share the ideas, when they are 

learning speaking English. 

2. Some of students did not like speaking activity. 

3. Some of students felt speaking English is difficult. 

4. Some of students did not have confidence to share their ideas when 

speaking English. 

5. Some of students were shy to speak in front of the class. 

6. Some of students were afraid of making mistake when speaking 

English. 
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Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in conducting 

a research entitled “ The Comparison Between Male And Female Students’ 

Self-Efficacy In Their Speaking Performance At MA Islamic Centre Al- 

Hidayah Kampar” 

 

B. The Problems of The Research  

1. The Identification of the Problem  

a. Why were some of male and female students have less self-efficacy in 

learning speaking english? 

b. Why were some of male and female students shy to speak english in 

front of the class? 

c. Why were some of male and female students not able to develop their 

ideas and fear of making a mistake when speaking English?  

d. Why were some of male and female students do not like speaking 

English activity and some of them feel that speaking is difficult? 

e. Why weresome of male and female students not able to speak English 

naturally? 

f. Why were some of male and female students not able to speak 

fluently? 
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2. The Limitation of the Problem 

The writer limited the research focussed on the comparison 

between male and female students’ self-efficacy in their speaking 

performanceof the tenth grade students at MA Islamic Centre Al-Hidayah 

Kampar. 

 

3. Formulation of The Problem 

a. How is the male students’ self-efficacy in their speaking 

performance at the tenth grade students of MA Islamic Centre AL-

Hidayah Kampar? 

b. How is the female students’ self-efficacy in their speaking 

performance at the tenth grade students of MA Islamic Centre Al-

Hidayah Kampar? 

c. Is there any significant differencebetween male and female students’ 

self-efficacy in their speaking performance at the tenth grade 

students of MA Islamic Centre Al- Hidayah Kampar? 

 

C. Objectives and Significant of the Research 

1. The Objective of the Research 

From the formulation of the problem, the writer has some 

objectives of the research as follow :  
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a. To find out the male students’ self-efficacy in speaking performance 

of the tenth grade students at MA Islamic Centre Al-Hidayah 

Kampar. 

b. To find out the female students’ self-efficacy in speaking 

performance at the tenth grade students of MA Islamic Centre Al-

Hidayah Kampar. 

c. To find out whether there is a significanct difference on students 

self-efficacy in their speaking performance between male and 

Female students of the tenth grade students at MA Islamic Centre 

Al-Hidayah Kampar or not. 

 

2. The Significant of the Research 

a. Giving information about the difference between male and 

femalestudents’ self-efficacy in their speaking performanceand the 

factors that influence students’ speaking performance at thetenth 

grade students of MA Islamic Centre Al- Hidayah Kampar. 

b. The finding of this research  are expected to be valuable and useful 

for both teachers of English and students of MA Islamic Centre Al-

Hidayah Kampar. 

c. To increase the experience and knowledge of the writer about the 

problem. 

d. To fulfill one of the requirement for the writer to complete her 

undergraduate degree programat English Education Department of 
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Education and Teacher Training Faculty of State Islamic University 

of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau 

 

 

D. The Reason for Choosing the Tittle  

There are some reason, why the writer is interested in carrying out this 

research based on several reasons :  

1. The writer is interested in carrying out this research to know the 

comparison between male and Female students self-efficacy in 

their speaking performance. 

2. The topic is relevant to the writer status as an English students of 

English Education Department in State Islamic University Sultan 

Syarif Kasim Riau. 

3. The title of this reseach is not yet investigated by others previous 

researchers. 

 

E. The Defenition of The Term 

There are many terms involved in this research. Thus, to avoid 

misunderstanding and misinterpreting on the term in this research, it is 

necessary to explain them namely : 

1. Self-efficacy 

Self-efficacy is the people’s belief about their capabilities to 

task at a particular time and it is related with the expectations to 



10 

 

produce success performance or outcome. In this research, self-efficacy 

means students’ belief on their capability to speak english. 

2. Speaking Performance 

Speaking performance is an oral communication requires the 

ability to use the language appropriately in social interaction that 

involves not only verbal communication but also use gesture, body 

language, expression. 

3. Male and Female Students 

Male student refers toa man or  boy who studies English at MA 

Islamic Centre Al-Hidayah Kampar. Female student refers toa woman 

or girl who studies English in the school. 


