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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

 

This chapter presents the research design, time and location, subject and 

object of the research, the population and sample, the collecting the data and data 

analysis. 

A. Research Design 

This research applies mixed method. This method is focused on 

combining between quantitative method and qualitative method. It is used 

because the researcher wants to understand a phenomenon more fully than is 

possible using either quantitative or qualitative methods alone (Gay, Mills, 

and Airasian. 2012, p.483). cresswell (2007, p.14) stated that mix method is 

the method that combining quantitative and qualitative and the data are 

collected at the same time and then incorporates it to overall results. This 

research deals with students’ attitudes toward learning English, to get the data 

the researcher combines between quantitative data and qualitative data. The 

type of this method is the explanatory sequential design. An explanatory 

sequential design consist of “first collecting quantitative data and then 

collecting qualitative data to help explain or elaborate on the quantitative 

results (Creswell, 2012, p.542). Here the quantitative method is embodied in 

collecting data through five point Likert Scale survey, and the qualitative 

method is embodied in data collecting by interview.  
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B. Time and Location of the Research 

This research was conducted from May 28 – June 8, 2018. The 

research was conducted at State Junior High School 14 Pekanbaru. 

 

C. Subject and Object of the Research 

1. Subject of the Research 

The subject of this research was the eighth grade students of state 

junior high school 14 Pekanbaru 2017/2018. 

2. Object of the Research 

The objectives were student’s positive and negative attitudes 

toward learning English. 

 

D. Population and Sample of the Research 

1. Population of the Research 

Arikunto (2010, p.72) said the overall population is the subject of 

research. Agreeing with this notion, Sugiyono (2009, p.117) states that 

population is a generalization region involves an object or a subject that 

has quality and special characteristics in which chosen by the researcher to 

investigate and make-conclusion. It means that population refers to 

large group. Judging from the number of members of the population, the 

population consists of a finite population and an infinite population 

(Usman, 2003, p.181). The target population of this research was the 

eighth grade students of State Junior High School 14 Pekanbaru. There 
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were 287 students consisted 8 classes. The specification of the population 

can be seen on the table below: 

Table III.1 

Population of the Research 

No. Class Population 

1 VIII.1 38 

2 VIII.2 36 

3 VIII.3 38 

4 VIII.4 36 

5 VIII.5 37 

6 VIII.6 33 

7 VIII.7 31 

8 VIII.8 38 

Total Students 287 

 

2. Sample of the Research 

Gay, Mills and Airasian (2012, p.448) said that qualitative 

sampling is the process of selecting a small number of individuals for a 

study in such a way that the individuals chosen will be able to help the 

researcher understand the phenomenon under investigation. This research 

used purposive or purposeful sampling “based on the assumption that the 

investigator wants to discover, understand, and gain insight and therefore 

must select a sample from which the most can be learned.  

The reason why the researcher chooses random purposive sampling 

technique is because of the limitation of time, energy and funds. It is said 

that purposive sampling is the drawing of sample that is based on specific 

purpose by considering the time consumed and other factors. The 

researcher chose the sample based on the researcher’s experience. The 

researcher took VIII.6 as the sample of this research because it was one of 

classrooms of students that had ever taught by the researcher. The 

researcher used random purposive sampling to minimize the participants. 
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There were 33 students be the participants of questionnaire and 3 of these 

students randomly selected the number be the participants of interview. 

The specification of the sample can be seen on the table below: 

Table III.2 

Sample of the Research 

No. Class Sample 

1 VIII.6 33 

 

E. Technique for Data Collection 

In order to get some data that were needed to support this research, the 

writer applied the techniques as follow: 

1. Questionnaire: was used to answer the first research quetion. It was used to 

collect data on students’ points of view regarding their attitude towards 

learning English. The questionnaire was adopted from the Attitude 

Questionnaire Test employed by Boonrangsri, Chuaymankhong, 

Rermyindee, and Vongchittpinyo (2004), the Attitude and Motivation Test 

Battery (AMTB) designed by Gardner (1985), and a Behavioral, 

Cognitive, Emotional Attitude (BCEA) questionnaire (as cited in Abidin et 

al., 2012). To answer the first question, there are three indicators that was 

used as guide. They are affective attitudes, behavioral/conative atitudes, 

and cognitive attitudes. On the whole, the questionnaire used in the study 

contains 24 items concerning language attitudes in terms of affective (the 

third 9 items), cognitive (the second 9 items), and behavioral (the first 6 

items) aspects of attitude. Overall, 17 items were positive and 7 items were 
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negative. The statements were put in a five-point Likert scale Level 1: 

Strongly Disagree; Level 2: Agree; Level 3: Neutral; Level 4: Disagree; 

Level 5: Strongly Agree. 

Here, researcher described the mean number with mean score 

descriptor. It is used to explain the mean number in every questionnaire 

items. It also explains mean score of all data (mean total). Every range 

mean number have explicit explanation or it can be said the explanation of 

those numbers (mean) in words. This table below as the attitude interval 

score (mean score) descriptor (as cited in Dwi Santoso, 2017). 

Table III. 3 

The Attitude Interval Score (Mean Score) Descriptor: 
Category Range Explanation 

Negative Attitude 1.00 – 1.75 Students had low interest in learning 

English, they did not pay attention in 

learning English and they wanted to 

avoid English class. 

Moderately Negative 

Attitude 

1.76 – 2.50 Students had low interest in learning 

English, they did not pay attention in 

learning English but they were still in the 

classroom. 

Moderately Positive 

Attitude 

2.51 – 3.25 Students had interest in learning English, 

but 

sometimes they did not pay attention to 

the lesson. 

Positive Attitude 3.26 – 4.00 Students had high interest in learning 

English and they paid attention to the 

lesson. 

 

The range number of table was gained from the formula: 

Interval score = 
𝑚𝑎𝑥−𝑚𝑖𝑛

𝑛
 

= 
5−1

5
 

= 4/5 (0.8) 

Max: Highest number of scale (5) 

Min: Lowest number of scale (1) 
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n: Total scale (1, 2, 3, 4, and 5) 

Table III.4 

Blue Print of Questionnaire 

No Components No. st Statements 

1 Behavior Attitudes 
1 

Studying English helps me to have good 

relationships with friends 

2 
When I hear a student in my class speaking 

English well, I like to practice speaking with 

him/her 

3 
Studying English helps me to improve my 

personality 

4 
I am not relaxed whenever I have to speak in 

my English class 

5 
I feel embarrassed to speak English in front 

of other students 

6 
I like to practice English the way native 

speakers do 

2 

Cognitive Attitudes 

7 
Being good at English will help me study 

other subjects well 

8 
I have more knowledge and more 

understanding when studying English 

9 
Frankly, I study English just to pass the 

exams 

10 
In my opinion, people who speak more than 

one language are very knowledgeable 

11 
Studying English helps me communicate in 

English effectively 

12 
I cannot apply the knowledge from English 

subject in my real life 

13 
Studying English makes me able to create 

new thoughts 

14 
In my opinion, English language is difficult 

and complicated to learn 

15 
English subject has the content that covers 

many fields of knowledge 

3 

Affective/Emotional 

Attitudes 

16 
I prefer studying in my mother tongue rather 

than any other foreign language 

17 
To be honest, I really have little interest in 

my English class 

18 
I don’t get anxious when I have to answer a 

question in my English class 

19 
Studying foreign languages like English is 

enjoyable 

20 I feel proud when studying English language 

21 
Studying English subject makes me feel 

more confident 

22 I am interested in studying English 

23 
Knowing English is an important goal in my 

life 

24 
I look forward to the time I spend in English 

class 



22 

a. Validity of Questionnaire 

Before the questionnaire is given to the students, the researcher 

analyzed the validity of the questionnaire first. According to Pallant 

(2011, p.7), the validity of a scale refers to the degree to which it 

measures what it is supposed to measure. He also stated that there are 

three types of validity: content validity, criterion validity, and construct 

validity. 

In this research, the researcher used construct validity because 

the instrument was adopted from an expert. Pallant (2011, p.7) stated 

that construct validity involves testing a scale not against a single 

criterion but in terms of theoretically derived hypotheses concerning 

the nature of the underlying variable or construct. And to analyze the 

validity of questionnaire, the researcher used SPSS 23.0 program for 

windows. Then the researcher compared r0 and rtable in product moment 

Pearson correlation formula. 

Table III.5 

The Criteria of Item Validity 

R Interpretation 

0.80 <r< 1.00 Very High 

0.60 <r< 0.79 High 

0.4   <r< 0.59 Average 

0.2   <r< 0.39 Low 

0.00 <r< 0.19 Very Low 

 

There are two criteria to determine validity of items: if r0 > 

rtable at the significance level of 5%, it means that the instrument is 
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valid. If the r0 < rtable at the significance level of 5%, it means that the 

instrument is not valid. 

For N= 33 at the significance level of 0.05 in table of critical 

values for Pearson’s correlation coefficient, the rtable is 0.3440. The 

following table is the comparison of r0 and rtable: 

Table III.6 

The Validity of Questionnaire 

Items ritem rtable 
Interpretation 

of Validity 
Status 

1 -0.032 0.3440 Very Low Invalid 

2 0.609 0.3440 High Valid 

3 0.575 0.3440 Average Valid 

4 0.598 0.3440 Average Valid 

5 0.143 0.3440 Very Low Invalid 

6 0.558 0.3440 Average Valid 

7 0.588 0.3440 Average Valid 

8 0.631 0.3440 High Valid 

9 0.019 0.3440 Very Low Invalid 

10 -0.081 0.3440 Very Low Invalid 

11 0.398 0.3440 Low Valid 

12 0.510 0.3440 Average Valid 

13 0.427 0.3440 Average Valid 

14 0.592 0.3440 Average Valid 

15 0.487 0.3440 Average Valid 

16 0.354 0.3440 Low Valid 

17 0.533 0.3440 Average Valid 

18 0.044 0.3440 Very Low Invalid 

19 0.585 0.3440 Average Valid 

20 0.389 0.3440 Low Valid 

21 0.396 0.3440 Low Valid 

22 0.352 0.3440 Low Valid 

23 0.359 0.3440 Low Valid 

24 0.389 0.3440 Low Valid 

25 0.444 0.3440 Average Valid 

26 0.380 0.3440 Low Valid 

27 0.360 0.3440 Low Valid 

28 0.371 0.3440 Low Valid 

29 0.362 0.3440 Low Valid 

30 0.124 0.3440 Very Low Invalid 
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Based on the table above, there were 30 items that was used as 

questionnaire. After the researcher gave the tryout of the questionnaire to 

the students which were not as the sample, it showed that 24 items were 

valid and 6 items were not valid. It means that there were 24 items that can 

be used in this research. 

a. Reliability of Questionnaire 

After analyzed the validity of questionnaire, then, the 

researcher was getting the reliability of the questionnaire by using SPSS 

23.0 program. Gay, Mill, & Airasian (2012, p.169) said that reliability 

is the degree to which a test consistently measures whatever is 

measuring. It means that the scores should be nearly the same when 

researchers administer the instrument multiple times at different times. 

So, it is clear that reliability is used to measure the quality of the test 

scores and the consistency of the test.  There are three principle types of 

reliability: reliability as stability, reliability as equivalence, and 

reliability as consistency. (Cohen, Manion, & Morrison, 2007). 

This research used reliability as consistency, Cronbach Alpha 

technique. Cohen, Manion, & Morrison (2007, p.506) stated that the 

level of internal consistency of Cronbach Alpha as follows: 
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Table III. 7 

The Level of Reliability 

No Reliability Level of Reliability 

1 >0.90 Very Highly Reliable 

2 0.80-0.89 Highly Reliable 

3 0.70-.079 Reliable 

4 0.60-0.69 Marginally/minimally Reliable 

5 <0.60 Unacceptably Low Reliability 

 

To obtain the reliability of the questionnaire given, the researcher 

used SPSS 23.0 program to find out whether the questionnaire is reliable 

or no. 

Table III. 8 

 

From the table above, it can be seen that the reliability analysis 

yielded a Cronbach Alpha of 0.862. It means that the reliability of the 

questionnaire was categorized highly reliable. 

2. Interview was used answer second research question. It was used to get 

information from the students of State Junior High School 14 Pekanbaru. 

The interview used semi-structured questions and focus group interview. 

The interview included semi- structured which enable the researcher to 

form new questions and gain information from the students. The 

researcher used focus group interview to the students. In this qualitative 

research approach, group of people are asked about their opinions, 
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perceptions and attitude towards a certain event, context or idea (Marshall 

and Rossman, 2010). The interviews carried out by the researcher and will 

take 3 students which allowed every participant to put their views about 

learning English as second language. The length of interview process was 

4-5 minutes. The interview was conducted in Bahasa Indonesia to ensure 

an optimal understanding. After that, the researcher transcribed it into 

clean transcription. 

Table III.9 

Interview’s Guideline Questions of Students Attitudes toward learning 

English for Students 

 
No Factors Questions 

1. 

Teacher’s role 

1. How is your relationship with your English teacher? 

2. Do you like your English teacher’s teaching style at 

school? 

3. What you usually do when your English teacher is 

explaining the material and you don’t understand about 

it? 

2. 
Parent’s role 

4. Do your parents support you to learn English? 

5. What your parents do to give you the spirit to learn 

English? 

 

The interview guideline got from the theory of second research 

question about factors influencing students’ attitudes toward learning 

English. 

 

F. Technique of Data Analysis 

The data was analyzed through descriptive statistic. Creswell (2012, 

p.175) stated that mean, mode, and median were needed to specify common 

trends in the data. The data analyzed and described by using words, table or 

chart to ease the explanation. The researcher explained the number (statistical 



27 

results) with the appropriate and understandable language. Then, every 

statement of questionnaire was described as clear as possible. Therefore, the 

researcher used Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) version 23 

to count and to describe the data, and also to help the researcher to analyze the 

data easily and correctly. Researcher also used Microsoft excels to count the 

mean average of all data to answer the first research question. The formula that 

is used as follows (Damadi, 2001): 

MS = 
∑(𝑣𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒 𝑥 𝐹𝑟𝑒𝑞𝑢𝑒𝑛𝑐𝑦 )

𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑜𝑓 𝑅𝑒𝑠𝑝𝑜𝑛𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡
 

OMS = 
𝑀𝑠1+𝑀𝑠2+⋯ +𝑀𝑠𝑛

∑ 𝑀𝑠
 

To analyze this part, the researcher applied content analysis to analyze 

data collection from interview to reduce amounts of written data through the 

categories. Content analysis defined as a process of summarizing and 

reporting written-data the main contents of data. It focuses on language and 

linguistic features, meaning in context which used codes and categories 

(Cohen, 2007). According to Miles, Huberman, and Saldana (2014, p.14) there 

are three components in analyzing data: 

1. Data Reduction 

In this process, the researcher will select, focus, simplify, 

and transform the data into a note or transcription. The data 

reduction is done during the research activities. Data collection will 

be analyzed by using a data reduction technique. 
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2. Data Display 

This technique is use in arranging information, description 

or narration in order to draw the conclusion. The researcher will 

make the analysis or take the action on her understanding. The data 

will already display through the reduction of data in order to reduce 

overlapping unimportant and ambiguous information. 

3. Conclusion or Verification 

This activity is to draw conclusion and verification. The 

researcher will accumulate and formulate her interpretation based 

on the data gained. 


