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CHAPTER I 

 INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problem 

Interest has an important role in learning. Lantorno & Papa (1979, 

p.179) says that interest is ones of the important factors for the learning of 

foreign language. Harackiewicz & Hulleman (2010, p. 43) says that interest is 

often regarded as a process that contributes to learning and achievement. That 

is, being interested in an activity or a topic is a mental resource that enhances 

learning, which then leads to the better performance and achievement.  The 

stronger the students’ interest is, the more passion they have in learning. 

Students who are interested in an activity or a topic are more likely to engage 

and persist, which is lead to the acquisition of new skills and knowledge. As a 

consequence, those high-interest students are able to construct deeper 

understanding of the skill or subject that they are studying. 

Interest is very important in listening. Siegel (2015, p. 129) says that 

factors that deserve attention in order to develop listening skill are a genuine 

interest in and motivation. Listening requires listeners to concentrate on the 

content and make fast responses to what is heard. If students are passive and 

apprehensive during listening, they will probably feel nervous and wary of 

taking chances. Therefore, it is necessary to select a wide range of materials 

in order to increase listening content besides using textbooks. Students need 

to listen to different level of English to be exposed to natural language, such 

as listening English songs and watching movies with English text. In these 
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ways, it is possible to raise students’ enthusiasm, cultivate their listening 

interest, and achieve the goals of learning English. It is supported by Hidi 

(2001, p. 192) says that a person’s interest can also be triggered by a visual 

stimulus such as a play object, or viewing a picture, an auditory stimulus such 

as hearing a conversation, or a combination of visual and auditory stimuli like 

a TV show. So, one of the ways to appear students’ interest it can be by 

listening English songs.  

Harlyn et al (2015, p. 3) says that English songs is one of the authentic 

materials of English language learning. It is not only a bridge to connect 

formal and informal language teaching and learning but it is also a good 

resource to lead the students to develop a genuine interest that can sustain 

long term learning. 

Nowadays, English songs are used as a medium in teaching English. 

English songs can be used in an English class as a medium for teaching and 

learning. Rosova (2007) claims, songs have a place in the classroom for 

helping create that friendly and co-operative atmosphere for language 

learning, but they can offer much more. She also mentioned the idea that 

songs are effective tool in education. In other words, English songs are very 

interesting and helpful learning media. 

Furthermore, Harlyn et al (2015, p. 3) says that if the students have 

high interest in listening English songs, they will listen to the songs regularly. 

By repeated listening English songs the students will not only be exposed to 

the particular sounds of English, gradually correct their errors and achieve 
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more native-like pronunciation but also get better at recognizing the sounds 

and finally produce them in order to communicate with others successfully. 

As a result, they will improve their competence in listening skill even without 

they are noticing it.  

Renninger, & Krapp (2004, p. 99) define interest as any activity 

(action, thought, observation) in which one gives effortless automatic 

attention. Murphey in Rosova (2007) says, “Songs may strongly activate the 

repetition mechanism of the language acquisition device.” It is common that 

too many drills make the students bored, but their favorite songs can be 

repeated again and again with equal enjoyment. Most people learn song lyrics 

faster than the words and melodies tend to store easier in the memory even 

though the meaning of the words might not be clear. Songs do not only reach 

students’ intelligence but also emotional. Even if the students do not 

understand the meaning of all words, song itself might help them as escapism 

from class and makes the learning almost effortlessly. 

Based on the description above, English songs can appears students’ 

interest and makes students enjoy in learning. But the fact, it does not really 

happened to every student especially students at State Senior High School 1 

Sentajo Raya which implements curriculum 2013 as the guidance in teaching 

and learning. On the syllabus of curriculum 2013 English songs is one of the 

material that learnt by the students. When learnt English songs in the 

classroom, some of the students did not pay attention to the English songs 

that teacher played. They did not enjoy in listening English songs and some 
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of the students were noisy when the teacher asked them to listen to English 

songs.  

Based on the phenomena depicted above, the researcher is interested 

in observing the problems above into a research entitled “The study on 

Students’ Interest in Listening English Songs at the Eleventh Grade of 

State Senior High School 1 Sentajo Raya. 

B. The Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background that the researcher found from the 

preliminary observation, the researcher identifies some problems of this 

research as follow: 

1. Why do some of the students do not enjoy in listening English 

songs? 

2. Why are some of the students noisy when the teacher plays the 

English songs? 

3. Why some of students do not pay attention in listening English 

songs? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification of the problems above, it is clear that 

there are many problems related with the title, thus, to limit the problem 

in this research the researcher will discuss only about the students’ 

interest in listening English songs at the eleventh grade of state senior 

high school 1 Sentajo Raya, Kuansing. 
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3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on background of the study, the researcher formulates the 

problem “How is the students’ interest in listening English songs at the 

eleventh grade of state senior high school 1 Sentajo Raya?” 

C. Objective and Significant of the Research 

1. The objective of the Research is to find out the students’ interest in 

listening English songs at the eleventh grade of state senior high school 1 

Sentajo Raya. 

2. Significance of the research is identified, as follows: 

a. For students, by listening English songs can increase their interest in 

learning English. 

b. Hopefully this research is able to benefit the researcher as a novice 

researcher especially in learning how to conduct a research. 

c. These research findings are also hopefully useful and valuable 

especially for students and the teachers of English at the eleventh 

grade of state senior high school 1 Sentajo Raya to be considerations 

in their teaching and learning process in the future. 

d. Besides, these research findings are also expected to be positive 

valuable information especially for those are concerned in the world 

of teaching and learning English as a foreign/ second language and 

this who are concerned with the world of language teaching general. 
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e. Finally, these researches to be the practical and theoretical 

information to the development of the theories and language 

teaching. 

D. Reason for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the researcher is interested in doing this 

research. The reasons are as follows: 

1. The title of this research is relevant with the researcher’s status as a 

student of English study program. 

2. The title of this research is not yet investigated by other previous 

researcher  

3. The location of this research facilitates the researcher in doing the 

research.  

E. Definition of the Terms 

There are so many terms involved in this research. In order to avoid 

misunderstanding towards the terms, here are the following necessarily 

defines: 

1. Descriptive Study 

Descriptive research is a survey research by Gay (2000). This 

research are involves collecting data in order to test hypotheses or to 

answer questions about the opinion of people about some topic or issue. 

2. Interest in listening 

Mega ( 2015, p. 7) suggests that interest is student’s tendency to like, 

pay attention and do activity with pleasure, attention, positive attitude, and 
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fulfillment when following the activity that has relation to English. Interest 

is tendency of mood’s someone to do something without forcing. 

Underwood (1989, p. 1) mentions that listening is the activity of paying 

attention to and trying to get meaning from something we hear. Listening 

is the way of learning the languages. It gives the learner information which 

builds up the knowledge necessarily for using the languages. So based on 

these statement above, the researcher conclude that interest in listening 

means a motives that drives students to do activity of paying attention and 

understand to song that contain lyric 

3. English Songs  

Griffee in Rosova (2007)says that Song is part of music that you 

sing through words. So, an English song is a set of beautiful English word 

which composed together with special sound (music) which produces 

certain voice that is nice to hear. Song, here is every kinds of English song 

which is usually listened by the students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


