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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Speaking is an interactive process of constructing meaning that involves 

producing,  receiving and processing information. Furthermore, Nunan 

(1991:14) defines speaking as an interactive process of constructing meaning 

that involves producing, receiving, and processing information orally. 

InCompetency Based Curriculum 2013 (CBC) in Indonesia, speaking refers to 

the ability to speak effectively in different contexts to give information, to 

express ideas and feelings as well as to build social relationship in the form of 

activities which are varied interactively and interestingly.  

Speaking can be conclude as the process of contracting  meaning  of idea 

or feeling which produce as a tool of oral communication in different context 

effectively, this definition is in line with speaking performance which means 

the productions of the underlying process of feeling and ideas orally. 

According to Richards (2008) taken from Brown and Yule framework, the 

category function of speaking; talk as interaction, talk as transaction and talk as 

performance. The functions of speaking, talk as performance, is more focused 

in the monolog rather than dialog, it can be seen such are, speech, public talks, 

public announcement, retelling story and others. 

Oral proficiency testing has become one of the most central topics in 

language testing and with the advance of communicative language teaching the 



2 
 

 
 

role of speaking ability has become more important. In line with the fact, 

speaking as the most oral communication plays important role to build good 

communication. Hasibuan (2007:101) states that speaking is something 

essential in language instruction and much more than the ability to read, write, 

or comprehend oral language. In addition, according to Marriam Bashir (2011) 

in British Journal of Arts and Social Sciences, Many language learners regard 

speaking ability as the measure of knowing a language. Commonly, people 

think that a person which had good speaking ability also had good English at 

all. 

In Indonesia, English is studied in almost every level of education. One 

of the levels of education is senior high school, includes Vocational High 

School Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru. In this school, English is taught based on 

2013 Curriculum, speaking is learned and practiced in every chapter which has 

the cognitive aspect of speaking as well. The standard competence of English 

makes a good presentation, in terms of direct task presentation or having 

participation in discussion. 

Based on the preliminary observation done by the researcher while he 

was having teaching practice here, the English teaching were using the 

communicative approach technique to gain the students participation to 

increase the students’ speaking performance. The steps which was done by the 

teacher were: 
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1. The teacher came to the class with full of spirit and gave motivation to 

encourage the students. 

2. The teacher set the clear and achievable goal of a task to do by the 

students. 

3. The teacher gave an example of a good presentation in front of the 

class. 

4. The teacher gave supports, rewards and appreciations to all of the 

students. 

5. The teacher did not give direct correction while the students did 

mistakes in their performance. 

6. The teacher gave clear and understandable reflection after all of the 

performances. 

Seeing those efforts in gaining speaking performance by the teacher, 

the researcher found some phenomena faced by some students, thosecan be 

seen as follows: 

1. Some of the students were nervous when they presented in front of the 

class. 

2. The ideas bought by the students were good,otherwise it did not have 

clear pronunciation and they tended to stop and repeated improper 

explanation. 

3. Sometimes the students were blank minded, forgot about the ideas they 

want to bring 
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4. Some of students avoided the task, because they assumed their English 

not good enough. 

5. Some of the students were fear of making mistakes in their oral 

presentation.  

6. The students needed a lot of motivation to be brave in being a 

volunteer. 

There are some affective factors that affect speaking ability such as 

anxiety, inhibition, motivation and self-efficacy. Bandura statesthat self-

efficacy is defined as individual belief and judgment of capabilities to 

successfully perform given tasks that influences one’s behavior and 

performance. Self-efficacy can be developed by four main sources namely 

mastery experience, vicarious experience, social persuasion and emotional 

stated (1994:197). He further explains that “expectations of personal 

efficacy determine whether coping behavior will be initiated, how much 

effort will be expended, and how long it will be sustained in theface of 

obstacles and aversive experiences” (1977:191). Self- efficacy is the most 

important aspect to determine how good a person behaves in doing a task. 

This behavior will affect one’s effort in reaching the goal that will 

determine the duration of the process of reaching the goal. 

Self-efficacy has a crucial role in academic context. It has a big 

influence on learning process especially academic behavior and 

performance. Self-efficacy helps a student to determine how much effort 

and perseverance to do the given task (Teo and Hetthong, 2013:157). How 
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much effort in academic behavior and the success of performance is 

determined by how much perceived self-efficacy an individual has. A highly 

self-efficacious person has a firm effort in doing the task and strong 

commitment in reaching the goal. One who has a high self-efficacy 

interprets success in his/her mind. The interpretation leads her/him to do 

more effort that positively supports the final attainment. On the other hand, 

one who has a low self-efficacy interprets failure in his/her mind. The 

interpretation leads her/him to think a lot of doubt that negatively influences 

the final attainment. (Bandura, 1993; Schunk, 1996). 

Based on the phenomena above, it is clear that some of the students at 

Vocational High School Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru had some problems on 

their level of self-efficacy and their speaking performance. The aim of the 

research is to investigate whether there is a significant correlation between 

self-efficacy and students speaking performance. Therefore, the researcher 

is interested in conducting a research entitled: “The Influence of Students’ 

Self-Efficacy on Their Speaking performance at Vocational High School 

Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru”. 

B. The Problems of the Research 

a. The Identification of the Problems 

Based on the phenomena above, the problems of this research can be 

identified as follows: 

1. Why did some of the students not handle their nervousness when they 

performed in front of the class? 
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2. Why were some of the students afraid of making mistakes when they 

performed in front of the class? 

3. Why were some of the students suddenly block minded and forget what 

to say in their performances? 

4. Why did only few of the students want to be the volunteer for the next 

presenter? 

5. Why did some of the students not believe with their ability? 

b. The Limitation of the Problems 

In relation to the problems, the researcher intends to limit the scope of 

research problems. It focused on self-efficacy and students’ speaking 

performance. The independent (X) variable is self-efficacy, and the 

dependent (Y) variable is the speaking performance in English oral 

task/presentation in class not in daily conversation with friends or in English 

club did they join, in Ten Grade Student at Vocational High School Ibnu 

Taimiyah Pekanbaru. 

c. The Formulation of the Problems 

Referring to the explanation above, the problems of this research canbe 

formulated in the following questions: 

1. How is the students’ self-efficacy of the Ten Grade Students at 

Vocational High School Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru? 

2. How is the students’ speaking performance of the Ten Grade students at 

Vocational High School Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru? 
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3. Is there any significant influece of students’ self-efficacy on their 

speaking performance of the Ten Grade Student at Vocational High 

School Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru? 

 

C. The Objectives and the Significances of the Research 

a. The Objectives of the Research 

1. To investigate the self-efficacy of the Ten Grade Students at 

Vocational High School Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru. 

2. To investigate the speaking performance of the Ten Grade Students 

at Vocational High School Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru. 

3. To find out whether is a significant influence between students’ 

self-efficacy on their speaking performance in aspect of fluency of 

the Ten Grade Students at Vocational High School Ibnu Taimiyah 

Pekanbaru. 

b. The Significances of the Research 

The significances of this research are:  

1. These research findings are expected to be valuable inputs for both 

teachers of English and students of the Ten Grade Students at 

Vocational High School Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru. 

2. These research findings are also expected to give the positive 

contribution related to the process of teaching and learning English. 
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D. The Reasons of Choosing the Title  

The reasons of choosing the title are: 

a. Self-efficacy is one of the affective factors which has an important role in 

speaking performance moreover in fluency aspect. 

b. The problems of this research are very interesting and challenging to be 

investigated because the problem has a lot of theory which are opposing 

each other. 

c. This research is relevant to the writer’s status as a student of English 

Education Department of Education and Teacher Training Faculty, State 

Islamic University of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau. 

E. The Definition of  Terms 

The terms defined below are used to clarify their meaning in order to 

avoid misunderstanding and misinterpreting.  

1. Self-Efficacy; Bandura (1994:19) stated that self-efficacy is “the belief in 

one’s capabilities to organize and execute the courses of action to attain 

designated type of performance”. It is believed self-efficacy can determine 

how people feel, think, and behave, as well as the choices they make in 

specific situation. 

2. Speaking Performance; Activities done in oral communication ways to 

fulfill the task given, this definition applies on context of English course. 

Some English performance which brought by Brown (2004:271) such are; 

immitative, intensive, responsive, Transactional (dialogue), Interpersonal 

(dialogue), Extensive (monologue). 


