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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION  

A. The Background of the Research 

In academic context, reading has been recognized as the most important skill 

in learning language, especially in country where English is a Foreign Language 

(EFL) like Indonesia. In this country, English has been introduced to elementary 

students and it is a compulsory subject for junior high school students. 

In Junior High School where the school-based curriculum (KTSP) is 

implemented, the syllabus for English is divided into 4 categories regarding to the 

skill competencies; reading, speaking, writing, and listening. The material studied 

in this syllabus are the type of texts. For the eight grade, they learn descriptive text 

and recount text. The basic competencies for reading that should be achieve for 

the eight grade students are: 

1. Reading aloud the functional text and descriptive essays and short and 

simple recounts with acceptable speech, pressure and proper intonation 

and speed related to the surrounding environment. 

2. Responding meaning in a simple and short functional written text 

accurately, fluently, and acceptably enabling them to interact in daily 

contexts. 

3. Responding meaning and rhetorical steps in a simple short essay 

accurately, fluently, and acceptably enable them to interact in daily 

contexts. 
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The first basic competence of KTSP for eight grade indicated that the reading 

fluency components need to be learned by the students. Grabe (2009, p. 3) 

proposed that reading fluency consists of four elements: automaticity, accuracy, 

speed, and prosodic structuring. According to The National Panel (2000, p.238), 

fluent readers read orally with speed, accuracy, and proper intonation. 

The researcher put more interest on the students‟ reading speed while doing 

the reading aloud. To fulfill the first basic competence, the student must read 

orally and loudly the descriptive text with proper speed. To achieve this 

competence, it means that the students should learn how to be efficient in reading; 

They shall understand what they read within a short time taken. 

The syllabus content allowed the teacher to assess the students' reading 

fluency by having them to read the text orally. The following conversion table are 

the criteria for oral reading assessment; 

Table I.1 

Score Conversion Table 

Scale Score Predicate Description 

4 85 – 100 Excellent 

Student consistently reads orally in longer, 

meaningful phrases; attends to punctuation all the 

time got 

3 70 – 84 Very Good 
Student often reads orally in longer, meaningful 

phrases; often attends to punctuation 

2 55 – 69 Fair 
Student reads in short phrases (2 words; 3-4 words) 

when reading orally; inappropriate pausing 

1 40 – 54 Poor Student reads orally word-by-word 

 

In order to pass the assessment, the school put 75 as the minimum passing 

grade. Related to the conversion table, students should be able to get „very good‟. 

Yet, most of the students are failed to achieve the passing grade. 

Based on the researcher‟s preliminary study conducted at the school on 

February 2018, the researcher found out many of the students‟ result on their oral 
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reading still unsatisfied. they took so long to read a single text. The majority of the 

students reads in short phrases and did some inappropriate pausing, they ignored 

sentence breaks and punctuation and read with a little variation of tone. Some of 

the students even reads word by word. From informal interviews with a number of 

eighth-grade students, they revealed that they quickly lose their motivation to read 

the English texts taught in class. They also felt inadequate about their reading skill 

and this led them to do not feel confident in reading the text orally during the 

class. Consequently, they become even more adamant about not reading. 

The researcher believes that the students‟ failure to achieve the minimum 

passing grade is related to their motivation in reading. A motive prompts a person 

to act in a certain way; it provides an incentive for doing and for persisting. In 

order to succeed in reading, students need both „the skill and the will'(Gambrell, 

1996, p.15). The researcher assumed that the low score were affected by their low 

motivation in reading. 

The problems illustrated above indicate that it is necessary to conduct a 

research project entitled “The Correlation between Students’ Motivation in 

Reading and Their Reading Speed at SMP Plus Terpadu”. 

B. Definition of Key Terms 

1. Correlation 

According to Creswell, correlation is a statistical test to determine the 

tendency or pattern for two (or more) variables or two sets of data to vary 

consistently . in the case of only two variables, this means that the two variables 
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shares common variances (2008) 

Gay and Airisian (2000: 312) stated that “correlational research involves 

collecting data to determine whether and to what degree a relationship exists 

between two or more variables. 

2. Reading Motivation 

 There are various reasons why a student chooses to read or avoids reading 

altogether. These reasons are the motive why someone wants to read.  Most of 

these reasons can be grouped into one of two categories: intrinsic motivation or 

extrinsic motivation. Intrinsic motivation comes from within the individual, and is 

based upon personal interests and previous experience. Extrinsic motivation 

comes from without; it originates from teachers, parents, family, and society. 

Sweet & Guthrie (1996) stated that there are several kinds of intrinsic 

motivation for reading; personal involvement, interest, curiosity, desire to learn, 

challenge, and social interaction. Other reason for reading fall into the category of 

extrinsic motivation; compliance, recognition, grades, competition, and avoidance 

of other tasks. 

3. Reading Speed 

Carver (2000) gives the definition of reading speed as the fastest speed at 

which an individual can silently or orally read easy passages. After the reading 

time is measured, the reading speed is worked out by words per minute (wpm). 

Speed is one of the components in reading fluency. The other components of 
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reading fluency as declared by The National Reading Panel (2000) are the 

accuracy and the intonation. Grabe (2009) proposed that reading fluency consists 

of four elements: automaticity, accuracy, speed, and prosodic structuring. 

C. The Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the phenomena descibed above, the researcher identifies the 

problems as follows: 

a. Why did some students often hesitate and repeat words while reading 

orally? 

b. Why did some students ignore sentence breaks and punctuation while 

reading orally? 

c. Why did some students do a little variation of intonation while reading 

orally? 

d. Why did some students quickly lose their motivation when it comes to oral 

reading? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

Due to the limited time and other resources that the researcher has, the 

problem investigated in this research focused only on one component of reading 

fluency; speed and its correlation with motivation in reading. 
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3. Formulation of the Problem 

This research focused on the correlation of reading motivation and reading 

speed. Therefore, the problems of this study formulated into the following 

question: 

“Is there any significant correlation between students‟ reading motivation 

and their reading speed?” 

D. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the research 

Based on the formulation of the problem, the objectives of the research 

were presented as follow: 

a. To find out the significant correlation between students‟ reading 

motivation and their reading speed at SMP Plus Terpadu Pekanbaru. 

2.  Significance of the research 

a. The researcher hope that this research would address the gap in 

knowledge so that it could give positive contribution toward the research 

in TEFL field. 

b. This research gives crucial information to the students and teacher about 

the correlation between students‟ reading motivation and their reading 

speed in learning English, and it can contirbute to the advancement in 

learning English at SMP Plus Terpadu Pekanbaru. 
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c. The researcher hope that this research is able to benefit heras a novice 

researcher, especially in learning how to conduct a research. 

d. Finally, these research findings are also expected to be meaningful inputs 

for both practical and theoretical development of TEFL and TESL in 

general 

 

 


