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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problem 

Examination is the tool to know and to measure the ability of students 

after they learned the lesson. Examination also become the evaluation of 

the teacher about the ability of students. According to Putri, Rizal and 

Awuy (2016, p.171), educational assessment in the elementary and high 

school, is regulated in PP No. 19 of 2005 article 63 verse 1 that; 1) 

learning objective is assessed by teacher, 2) learning objective is assessed 

by education units, 3) learning objective is assessed by goverment. 

Yusrizal,  who was conducting the research about the item analysis in 

Physics National Examination (2016, p.140), said that National 

Examination is one of government efforts to spur an increase in the quality 

of education. Various studies indicate that by National Examination, 

students are encouraged to learn better and teachers are encouraged to 

teach better. National Exam is used as a standardization tool to test the 

feasibility of a student to be able to continue his/her education to the 

higher level and as the distribution of education nationwide. The exam 

result is also used as a benchmark the National Evaluation in education. 
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Based on a preliminary study at a twelveth grade of State Senior High 

School 1 Tambang, the writer found that most of the students got the low 

score ranging 20 to 60. In academic year 2015/2016, it was that the 

average of English National Examination was 59.43, the predicate for this 

social class in this year is “C”. For the science class was 57.46, the 

predicate “C”. Then in 2016/2017 found the average of English National 

Examination was 43.54. The predicate for this grade in this year is “D” for 

the science class. Furthermore, for the social class was 40.07, predicates 

“D“. Based on this situation, it is clear that most of the students have the 

difficulties in English National Examination. 

 Muntholi’ah, who conducted the literature study about the National 

Examination in the past, now and in the future (2013, p. 179), said that the 

empirical fact indicates that many weaknesses that occurs in conducting 

National Examination. However, it does not need to delete the regulation, 

but just do the revision and evaluation. It means that the national 

examination has many mistakes in organisation, structural and etc. The 

writer can assume that it is also talking about the level of difficulty the 

questions or items that are avalaible in National Examination. 

Furthermore, Yusrizal said that the number of unsuccessful rate of 

senior high school national examination in 2013 was highest in Indonesia, 

followed by Papua and Sulawesi and also Sumatera island. Then, Teddy 

Fiktorius who was conducted the research about the Validation study on 
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National English Examination (2014), said that English National 

Examination in 2013/2014 has been tested by him in validity and 

reliability, and he found that the level of reliability was unreliable and in 

the item difficulty, he found that the clasification of difficulty, were 36 

items are too easy, 26% were medium and 2% were too difficult. And also 

the discrimination power have low discriminating, then he suggested that 

the national examination should revise the items. Futhermore, Educational 

Ministry of Indonesia (2017) said that for the English National 

Examination 2016 the National Examination Integration Index or in 

Indonesia Index Integrasi Ujian National (IIUN) for English subject was 

seen that the rate or index is in 2.18. Then, for the rate of the English 

National Examination in 2016 was 3.32. it means that for the english is 

still becoming the difficult subject in the English National Examination.  

Based the discussion above, the writer can assume that the national 

examination still have the difficult items. Because based on the data from 

another researcher and also Educational Ministry of Indonesia it is clearly 

utter that students still have the difficulty items in National Examination of 

English subject. Furthermore, Urrahmah (2015), in her thesis found that 

the students have problems in answering listening questions those are the 

students said that they cannot listen clearly to the audio listening question, 

the students have lack of vocabularies, the students mentioned that the 

audio is too fast in uttering the conversations, and the students cannot 

understand meaning of the questions. Then, Harold Lumapow (2012) in 
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his research about an analysis of difficult material in the English National 

Examination in Minahasa found that some materials that are included in 

the difficult materials are Listening Section in English National 

Examination, such as determining the response if they are heard the short 

conversation about sympathy determining the response if they are heard 

the short conversation about the invitation, determining the response if 

they are heard the short conversation about the satisfaction and 

dissatisfaction. The data was from 2006 until 2010. So, the writer can 

assume that the listening is the difficulty section in the English National 

Examination. 

Related to the problem and the explanation were exposed by the writer 

above, the case will explore the difficult items and the components that is 

indicated the difficult items in the listening section of English National 

Examination. Therefore, the researcher is interested in internalizing the 

problem in a research entitled “The Difficult Items Analysis in Listening 

Test at Senior High School 1 Tambang.” 

B. The Problems  

1. Identification of the problem 

Based on the background above, the writer identified some 

problems of this research that analyze by the symptoms that occured in 

the reality based on the issues, these are the number of unsuccessful 

rate of senior high school national examination in 2013 was highest in 
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Indonesia English National Examination in 2013/2014 has been tested 

in validity and reliability, and found that the level of reliability was 

unreliable and in the item difficulty, and then also found that the 

clasification of difficulty, were 36 items are too easy, 26% were 

medium and 2% were too difficult,  also the discrimination power have 

low discriminating, then the suggestion to the national examination 

should revise the items. Then, Educational Ministry of Indonesia 

(2017) said that for the English National Examination 2016 the 

National Examination Integration Index or in Indonesia Index Integrasi 

Ujian National (IIUN) for English subject was seen that the rate or 

index is in 2.18. Then, for the rate of the English National Examination 

in 2016 was 3.32. it means that for the english is still becoming the 

difficult subject in National Examination. that some materials that are 

included in the difficult materials are listening section in English 

National Examination. So, the writer can assume that the listening is 

the difficulty section in English National Examination. 

2. Limitation of the problem 

Related to the identification of the problem above, many problems 

are found to the students. The writer needed to limit the problems of 

the research in order to focus on the topic. In this case, the writer was 

limited to the Listening Section of English National Examination in 

two academic years. They are 2015/2016 and 2016/2017, that are tried 

out. The research is only focused on investigating the difficult items 
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and the components’ difficult items of Listening Section of English 

National Examination in academic years 2015/2016 and 2016/2017 

that are tried out on twelveth grade students at the State Senior High 

School 1 Tambang. In which, the writer finds out the average 

percentage of the difficult level for each test items.     

3. Formulation of the problem 

Accordance with the limitation of the problem, the writer  

formulated the research problems as follows:  

a) Which items are difficult in the Listening Section of English 

National Examination in academic years 2015/2016 and 

2016/2017 that are tried out to the third grade students of State 

Senior High School 1 Tambang? 

b) Which components of items are indicated difficult in the 

Listening Section of English National Examination in academic 

years 2015/2016 and 2016/2017 that are tried out  to the third 

grade students of State Senior High School 1 Tambang?  

C. The Objectives and Significance of the Research 

a) The Objectives of the Research 

a. To know the difficult items of the Listening Section of English 

National Examination in academic years 2015/2016 and 

2016/2017 that are tried out at the third grade of the state 

senior high school 1 tambang. 
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b. To know the components that are the representative of difficult 

items of the Listening Section of English National 

Examination in academic years 2015/2016 and 2016/2017 that 

are tried out at the third grade of the state senior high school 1 

tambang. 

b) The Significance of the Research 

a. The research was hopefully contributing to the writer as a 

researcher in term of learning as a novice. 

b. To add references to other next researcher having the same 

problem of the writer. 

c. To give the reflection to the school about the result of the 

Listening Section of English National Examination in 

academic years 2015/2016 and 2016/2017, especially for the 

teacher to give more attention to the difficult components. 

d. To predict the students’ failure in the Listening Section of 

English National Examination in academic years 2015/2016 

and 2016/2017 that are tried out. 

D. The Definition of the Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpreting in writing this 

proposal, it is necessary for the researcher to explain the terms used in the 

study. They are defined as follows:  
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1. The Listening Comprehension Test 

In according to Hamouda (2013, p. 177) quoted from 

Rost, 2002 states that listening comprehension is regarded as a 

complex, interactive process in which listeners are involved in a 

dynamic construction of meaning. Listeners understand the oral 

input from sound discrimination, prior knowledge of vocabulary, 

grammatical structures, stress, and intonation, as well as other use 

linguistic, paralinguistic, or even non-linguistic clues in the 

contextual utterance. So, listening comprehension test is the tools 

that we use to measure the comprehension of someone.  

2. The Difficult Items Analysis 

Accordance with Shih (2010, p. 60) said that item analysis 

is to identify the appropriateness of item with regard to the 

difficulty levels, the power of discrimination and the function of 

distractors. Besides, item analysis helps examines particular 

objectives of learning which the students haven’t achieved 

properly and seek to review and re-teach. In related to the 

statement above, the difficult item analysis is to identify the 

difficulty items from the difficulty level for each item in the 

listening comprehension test’s item in this research. 
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E. Reason for Choosing the Title 

The researcher conducted this research in accordance to: 

1. The title was relevant to the researcher’s status as the English 

student teacher. 

2. The writer found that although the students got the difficulties in 

listening section, the students still pass in the listening section of 

the English National Examination 


