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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION  

 

A. Background of the Problem 

It had been broadly known that English is very important for 

international communication. It is an International  language that is 

mostly used by people in all over the world and also used in many 

aspects such as in politics, economy, education, technology, science and 

culture.  It is one of the foreign languages that should be taught at school 

in Indonesia. English becomes a compulsory subject from Elementary 

School to University. We are also familiar with the fact that English is 

one of the four subjects to be tested in the National Examination every 

year. It is expected, therefore, that Indonesian people will be able to use 

English actively for communication. The objective of teaching English as 

a foreign language in Indonesia is that the students have ability in 

language skills. Saleh (1982) states that English has secured a prominent 

status in curricular in which it is treated as a compulsory subject at the 

junior high school till senior high school. 

In Indonesia, English is a foreign language. Broughton (2003) says 

English is always widely thought out, but not important in the national 

role or social life. As one of the compulsory subjects that should be 

mastered by students, they should comprehend the four language skills 
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are listening, speaking, reading, and writing, while language components 

deal with grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation. 

Grammar is one of important aspects in English. Without the 

ability of grammar, it is impossible to communicate the language 

correctly. According to Alexander (1987), students who learn English as 

a foreign language should master the grammar system. Another statement 

comes from Baker (1992) states that grammar can be said to be the set of 

rules which determinethe way in which units such as words and phrases 

can be combined in a language and the kind of information which has to 

be made regularly explicit in utterances. As a result, the students are 

expected to use English proficiently through understanding the grammar 

system as one of language components. 

In learning grammar, some people will find out some complicated 

problem. Swan (1980) states that English is full of problem for the 

foreign learners. There are many grammatical items that students have to 

learn in English such as: tenses, nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, 

active and passive sentences, Adverb, clauses and conjunction. These are 

foundation for students in studying English. Pronoun is a word that is 

used instead of a noun or noun phrase. Guigan (2011) explained that 

pronoun is a word used as a place holder of a noun, noun phrase, or a 

different pronoun. 

Senior High School 2 Bangkinang Kota is a Senior High School 

located in Bangkinang City. As a formal school, this Senior High School 
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provides English to the students. Especially for reading skill. This School 

used School Based Curriculum (K13). Based on the curriculum of Senior 

High School, one of the purposes of reading is to understand the purpose 

of the text. Based on the syllabus for the tenth grade of Senior High 

School the kind of the text material are descriptive text, recount text and 

narrative text. 

 A text is a medium to be used, not only to teach reading but also to 

teach language components, including structure or grammar. The 

application of text makes the students understand about the use of 

pronouns moreover in narrative text in the context. It means that the 

teacher asks the students to identify the pronouns in narrative text. 

Narrative text is a text that tells the events or experiences in the past. 

Narrative text has some language features such as using simple past tense 

and the use of many pronouns in it. According to Anderson and 

Anderson (2003), narrative is a piece of text which tells a story and 

entertains or informs. Beside, Wallace (1992), narrative is a type of text 

to retell activity or past event for narrating problems and resolution to 

amuse or entertain and often intended to give morality to the reader. It 

usually has a number of events that take place and a problem that needs 

to be solved by the characters.  

 Kral (2004) explained in reading text, pronouns is a vital phase in 

sentence comprehension that is possible to occur at the initial point in 

reading or spoken language comprehension. Pronouns are quietly easy 
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material. But based on the small survey and information from English 

teacher result that the researcher got, it is a fact that many students have 

some difficulties in learning and understanding grammar especially in 

identifying pronouns moreover in narrative  text. The students still face 

some problem in comprehending narrative text moreover in using 

pronouns. They learned the pronouns through genre, grammar, and a little 

bit of translation text.  The students just knew what pronouns were 

without knowing the functions. They still did not understand in using 

pronouns correctly, because they were confused which ones were placed 

as a subject, an object, or a possessive form. Furthermore, Students still 

confused to distinguish the usage between them.  

Based on the preliminary study of researcher at Senior High 

School 2 Bangkinang Kota, it indicated that some of the students had 

problems and difficulties in English especially grammar. In this research, 

the researcher found some phenomena related to students’ ability in 

identifying pronouns in a text at the tenth grade. Some phenomena are as 

follow: 

1. Some of the students were not able in identifying pronouns in a text. 

2. Some of the students were confused in identifying pronouns in a text. 

3. Some of the students did not know the function of pronouns 

4. Some of the students were difficult to put the correct pronouns in a 

text. 
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 Actually the students had known the rules about using them, but 

they almost forgot about it. And the students also had learnt the material 

about narrative text and the use of pronouns from Junior high school. But 

yet they had not fully comprehended it. Their English teacher said that 

this was one of the effect of students are accustomed to use English 

ungrammatically. 

 Based on the explanation above, the researcher really wants to find 

out the students’ ability in identifying pronouns in narrative text at 

present. Therefore, the writer has chosen a title of the research “The 

Ability of Identifying Pronouns in a Text by the Tenth Grade 

Students of Senior High School 2 Bangkinang Kota” 

B. Problem  

1. The Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background of the problem above, it is clear that 

most of the students at Senior High School 2 Bangkinang Kota had 

some problems on their ability in identifying pronouns in a text. 

Obviously, the problems were identified as follows: 

a. How is the students’ ability in identifying pronouns in a text? 

b. Why were some of the students confused in identifying 

pronouns in a text? 

c. Why did some of the students not know the function of 

pronouns? 
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d. Why were some of the students difficult to put the correct 

pronouns in a text? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification of the problems, there were many 

problems in this research.  Otherwise, the researcher focused on 

”Identifying Pronouns in Narrative Text at the Tenth Grade Students 

of Senior High School 2 Bangkinang Kota” 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

In reference to the background above, this research is focused 

on identifying pronouns in narrative text. The problem of this research 

is formulated as follows: How is the students’ ability of identifying 

pronouns in a text by the tenth grade students of Senior High School 2 

Bangkinang Kota? 

C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the Research  

Based on formulation of the problem above, this research is 

necessarily carried out in order to achieve the objectives as follows: 

To find out the ability of identifying pronouns in a text by the tenth 

grade students of Senior High School 2 Bangkinang Kota. 

2. Significance of the Research 

a. Hopefully this research is able to contribute some benefits to the 

writer as a novice researcher, especially in learning how to 

conduct a research.  
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b. The research findings are also hopefully useful and valuable, 

especially for students and teachers of English at the tenth grade 

students of Senior High School 2 Bangkinang Kota to be students 

consideration in their teaching and learning process in the future. 

c. Besides, these research findings are also expected to be positive 

and valuable information, especially for those who are concerned 

in the world of teaching and learning English as a foreign 

language or second language and for those who are concerned in 

the world of teaching and learning. 

d. Finally, these research questions are expected to be practical and 

theoretical information to the development of theories on language 

teaching. 

D. Reason for Choosing the Title 

There were some reasons why the researcher was interested in 

carrying out this research based on the following reasons: 

1. The title of this research was relevant with the researcher’s status 

as a student of English education department. 

2. The title of this research was not yet investigated by other previous 

researchers. 

3. The location of this research facilitated the researcher in 

conducting this research 
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E. Definition of the Terms 

1. Ability  

Ability is the capacity or power to do something physically or 

mentally (Hornby, 1975). In this study, ability is students’ capacity in 

understanding pronoun. 

2. Identifying  

Identifying is the ability to know and distinguish something 

fully of the material (Hornby, 1987). In this study “identifying” refers 

to the students’ knowledge about using pronouns in a text. 

3. Pronoun 

In grammar, a pronoun is defined as a word or phrase that 

may be substituted for a noun or noun phrase. According to Guigan 

(2011) states that pronoun is a word used as a place-holder of a noun, 

noun phrase, or a different pronoun. 

4. Text 

There are two main categories of texts, literary and factual. 

Within these, there are various text types. Each type has a common 

and usual way of using language. In this paper, the researcher will 

only discuss one of the texts that is being used for this research, that 

is narrative text.  
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A text is a medium to be used not only to teach reading but 

also to teach language components, including structure or grammar. 

The application of text makes the students understand about the use 

of pronouns moreover in narrative text. 

Pardiyono (2007) states that narrative text is an account of 

series of event or incident, whether true or fiction story. He also says 

that narrative text is a text which is created to entertain and hold 

readers’ interest. He adds that narrative is not only to entertain  

people but  also teach value from problem solving. The purpose of 

narrative is usually to inform something or to expose something 

Narrative is to tell “what happened”. A narrative text has a 

social function. The purpose of a social function is to retell an event 

with a purpose to inform or entertain the readers. Narrative text tells 

the series of events and evaluates their significance in some way. It is 

also to give audience descriptions of what occurred and when it 

occurred. The story narrative has expressions of attitude and feeling, 

usually made by narrator about the events. 

According to Anderson and Anderson (2003), narrative is a 

piece of text which tells a story and entertains or informs. According 

to Wallace (1992), narrative is a type of text to retell activity or past 

event for narrating problems and resolution to amuse or entertain and 

often intended to give morality to the reader. It usually has a number 
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of events that take place and a problem that needs to be solved by the 

characters. 

Thus, the researcher has a conclusion that a narrative text is a 

real or unreal story text which has the purpose to entertain the reader 

by using past event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


