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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of the Problem 

Speaking skill is often considered as one of the most difficult aspects 

of language learning ( Brown & Yule , 1983), Speaking seems to be the most 

important skill of all the four skills(listening,speaking,reading and 

writing)because people who know a language are usually refered to the 

speakers of that language (Ur,1996). Speaking skill of the speaker can 

determine how far the speaker masters that language. Speaking is very 

important skill that is needed bystudents to communicate,share  and deliver 

their argument in educationl environment. 

In learning English, non-native students tend to make errors include in 

pronunciation.In English language teaching, there are four language elements 

namely: structure, vocabulary, pronunciation and spelling. Those elements are 

though in order to develop the students’ skill in the language learning. One of 

them should be noticed is pronunciation that is considered difficult element 

method that can be applied in learning pronunciation.According to Tomiyaga, 

teaching pronunciation still appears to be a peripheral component of English 

class at the Senior high school levels and is rarely taught in an organized way 

although many teachers and students are aware of the necessity of teaching or 

learning English pronunciation.  
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The specific characteristics of English learners who are categorized 

good and successful oral skill developer are those good pronunciation accents. 

A good pronunciation accent suggested is an accent of pronunciation that 

sounds like native speakers. Therefore, it is necessary for English learners to 

have a good pronunciation to support them to be good speakers. Teachers of 

English as a foreign language should be sensitive in viewing and overcoming 

such problems above.  

The process of teaching and learning English in SMAN 8 Pekanbaru 

was conducted by using Curriculum 2013. The students have taught by the 

competent standard that in curriculum 2013. According to curriculum 2013, 

the senior high school students should have ability in all of skill in English 

especially speaking. The standard of the speaking was good in 

communicating, questioning, and exploring the English material. One of the 

standards to master the material was good in delivering the material by good 

communication. And to reach good communication, English learner should 

good in pronunciation. 

According to Nurhayati, (2008),pronunciation means knowledge of 

knowing to produce word which is very essential in oral communication. 

When speakers mispronounce some words or phrases, people can 

be misunderstanding. To reduce it, the teacher must equip the learner with 

English certain degree accuracy and fluency in understanding, responding and 

in expressing him self in the language in speech in other the learners 

communicatively in using the language. 
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In this school the curriculum 2013 for English subject had been 

implemented by the English teacher it could be seen because their school is 

the English Centre implementation curriculum 2013 for Senior High School in 

Pekanbaru. But when the researcher did PPL in this school, there were some 

phenomena that happen in the class when the researcher tests students’ 

speaking performance. Some of the students still difficult to pronounce 

English. 

Based on writer preliminary research that was conducted on 

February2018, some of students at SMAN 8 Pekanbaru had problems in 

English pronunciatio.After giving a test, the researcher found some 

phenomena about students’ pronunciation in this school.  

1. Some of the students are not able to pronounce some English vowels 

clearly and correctly. 

2. Some of the students are not able to pronounce some English consonants 

clearly and correctly. 

3. Some of the students are not able to pronounce some English diphthong 

clearly and correctly. 

Based on  the phenomena mentioned above, the writer was interested 

in carrying out a research entitled An Analysis of students’ English 

Segmental Pronunciation at the third year students of SMAN 8 Pekanbaru. 
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B. The Definition of Key Terms 

1. Analysis 

According to Richard and Schmidt (2010) analysis means a careful 

examination of something in order to understand it better. Furthermore 

Webster also said a series of explanation or observations on something (as 

an event). It means that analysis is the way in which someone describes a 

situation or problem and says what causes it to happen. In this study, 

analysis means an activity that was done by writer to analyze and observe 

the phenomena about students’ English pronunciation at the third grade of 

SMAN 8 Pekanbaru. 

2. Pronunciation  

According to Oxford Dictionary pronunciation is the way in which 

a language or a particular word or sound is spoken. If one is said to have 

"correct pronunciation", then it refers to both within a specific dialect.” A 

word can be spoken in different ways by various individuals or groups, 

depending on many factors, such as: the area in which they grew up, the 

area in which they now live, if they have a speech or voice disorder, their 

ethnic group, their social class, or their education. In this research, 

pronunciation means the way in which a language or a particular word or 

sound was spoken by students at the third grade of SMAN 8 Pekanbaru. 

3. Segmental Pronunciation  

According to oxford dictionary segmental in the phonetics meaning 

is denoting or relating to the division of speech into segments. In this 
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research segmental related to the segmental features of phonology. 

According to (Carr, 2008) segmental phonology is the study of segmental 

phenomena such as vowel and consonant allophones. 

 

C. The Problem 

1. The Identification of the Problem 

Based on the explanation above, the writer identified the problem 

as follows: 

a. Why did students unable to pronounce some English vowels clearly 

and correctly? 

b. Why did students unable to pronounce some English consonants 

clearly and correctly? 

c. Why did students unable to pronounce some English diphthong clearly 

and correctly? 

2. The Limitation of the Problem 

According to identification of the problem, the writer found there 

are some problems in this research. It is important for the writer to limit 

the problems. Therefore, the writer tried to study about students ‘English 

Pronunciation at SMAN 8 Pekanbaru related to segmental part of 

pronunciation and in this research the writer was more focus to analyze the 

problem with consonant sounds [s], [d], [ʒ][k], [ɡ], and sound ending d/ed. 

The problem with vowel sounds [ɪ],[iː],[e],[ɑː]and[ə]. And the problems 

with diphthongs [eɪ], [ai] and [əʊ]. 
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3. The Formulation of the Problem 

a. How are the segmental features of English sounds containing 

consonants and vowels mispronounced by the students at the third year 

of SMAN 8 Pekanbaru? 

 

D. The Objectives and the Significance of the Research 

1. The Objectives of The Research 

Based on the formulation of the problem, objectives of this research 

are: 

a. To find out how the segmental features of English sounds containing 

consonants and vowels mispronounced by the students at the third year 

of SMAN 8 Pekanbaru. 

2. The Significance of The Research 

a. To fulfill one of the requirements for the writer to complete her 

graduate degree program at English Education Department of 

Education and Teacher Training Faculty of State Islamic University of 

Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau. 

b. The purpose of this research is to give a new insight about description 

of students’ English pronunciation. 

c. This research will help the teachers to understand more about their 

students’ English pronunciation. By understanding it, the teachers will 

know students ability in pronouncing English, correct or incorrect. 

 


