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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Vocabulary is the collection of the word that involves a component 

of language that maintains all of the information about the meaning and uses 

of the words in a language, as stated by Linse ( 2005:122).  According to 

Helmut (2007:208), vocabulary knowledge is strongly related to 

comprehension, as word recognition which is the understanding of meaning. 

It is connected to receptive skill ( listening and reading) but strongly with the 

result of reading. So, vocabulary is the main component which should be 

mastered by students to get and understand whole English skills; receptive 

skills (listening and reading) and productive skills (speaking and writing).  

Vocabulary does not include in SMA curriculum as the main 

subjects in English learning. It is usually just discussed after teaching a 

language skill, for example after students read a text. Teachers need to 

discuss vocabulary in order that the students understand or comprehend the 

text that they read. This relationship seems logical, to get a meaning from 

what they read, students need both a great many words in their vocabulary 

and ability to use various strategies to establish the meaning of new words 

when they encounter them. Students who do not have a large number of 

vocabulary or effective word-learning strategies often struggle to achieve 

comprehension. 
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In order to accomplish students’ needs toward reading, Curriculum 2013 

provides reading as one of the skills in mastering English that must be taught 

and learned in Senior High School. State Senior High School 12 Pekanbaru is 

one of the schools that uses Curriculum 2013. Based on Curriculum 2013 

(Kemendikbud, 2013) the goal of teaching reading is the students are able to 

understand the short functional text (social, education, health and politic) and 

kind of text (discussion, narrative, descriptive, explanation, etc). By 

considering the standard competencies above, many aspects that must be 

mastered by the students. It means, if the students could not master the aspects 

which are needed in reading skills, thus the goals of teaching reading do not 

run well. 

Based on preliminary observation at the tenth grade of  state Senior High  

School 12 Pekanbaru clearly prove that some of the students still face the 

difficulties and problems in English especially in reading a text, they have a 

lack of vocabulary when they want to read and answer the questions from the 

text, they do not know the meaning of the text, but  when I saw the visitor list 

of library, I got many students visited the library to borrow some English 

book, so the researcher could answer they had good in reading habit.  

Whereas, According to Inderjit (2014:71), from reading, we get more 

information, knowledge, learn new ideas, and improve our language especially 

vocabulary. Having good skills in reading English texts is demanding and 

establishing good reading habits in English is significant as well. Shen (2006: 
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559-572) identifies reading habits as: how often, how much, and what the 

readers read. 

At State Senior High school English subject is taught 2 times in a week. 

The school also provides English Day for the students in another day in order 

to improve students’ ability in English. The criteria of students’ minimum 

passing grade of English subject in state senior high school 12 Pekanbaru is 

75. And some of them still cannot pass the passing score. 

Many studies have been conducted in Indonesia on EFL students about 

their reading. They still mainly focused on researching reading in classroom 

settings with the basis to see the facts of the problems arousing in teaching and 

learning of reading, the reasons behind those problems and the ways to solve 

those problems. For example, Kusumarasdyati on her research with the title; 

Vocabulary Strategies in Reading: Verbal Report of Good Comprehension, 

stated that the reasons behind this lack of interest in reading included students’ 

limited background knowledge, inability to understand the content of the text, 

and complicated organizational structure of the text. Moreover, Samrotul 

Muawanah on her research in 2014 which entitled The Relationship between 

Students’ Reading Habit and Their Reading Comprehension, stated that 

reading habit is proven as one of the factors that influence students’ reading 

comprehension. On the other hand, students’ bad reading habit attitudes show 

impairment on their reading comprehension. However, she did not explain 

whether students’ reading habit is also as a great significance factor in 

students’ vocabulary mastery. 
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Based on the preliminary observation at Senior High School 12 

Pekanbaru, English subject is taught twice a week with time duration about 45 

minutes per hours, the researcher found the following symptoms as follows: 

1. Some of the students are not able to understand the text that they read 

2. Some of the students are not accustomed to reading English Text. 

3. Some of the students are not able to use the form of words or vocabulary 

such as noun, verb, adjectives, and adverb. 

4. Some of the students are not able to know the meaning of most words in a 

text. 

Based on the phenomena above, the researcher is interested in conducting 

the problems into a research, entitled: The Correlation Between Students’ 

Reading habit in English and their Vocabulary at The Tenth Grade of 

Senior High School 12 Pekanbaru. 

B. Problem 

1. Identification of The Problem 

a. Some of the students are not able to understand the text that they 

read 

b. Some of the students are not accustomed to reading English Text. 

c. Some of the students are not able to use the form of words or 

vocabulary such as noun, verb, adjectives, and adverb. 

d. Some of the students are not able to know the meaning of most 

words in a text. 
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2. Limitation of The Problem 

In line with the identification of the problems above, the researcher 

needs to limit the problems of this research. The researcher only 

focuses on students’ reading habit and students’ knowledge of 

vocabulary in the descriptive text of the tenth grade at State Senior 

High School 12 Pekanbaru. 

3. Formulation of The Problem 

The researcher formulates the research problems as follows: 

a. How is students’ Reading Habit at the first year of Senior High 

School 12 Pekanbaru? 

b. How is students’ Vocabulary at the first year of Senior High 

School 12 Pekanbaru? 

c. Is there any significant correlation between students’ Reading 

Habit and their Vocabulary Knowledge at the first year students of 

Senior High School 12 Pekanbaru? 

C. The Objectives and Significances of the Research. 

The writer carries out this research for several objectives as stated 

below: 

1. To know about the students’ Reading habit at senior high school 12 

Pekanbaru 

2. To know about the students’ vocabulary at senior high school 12 

Pekanbaru 
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3. To know whether there is or not a significant Correlation between 

Students’ Reading habit and their knowledge of vocabulary 

D. The Significance of the Research 

1. Hopefully, this research is able to benefit the writer as a novice 

researcher especially in learning how to conduct a research 

2. These research findings are also hoped to be useful and valuable, 

especially for students and teachers of English at Senior High 

School 12 Pekanbaru to be a consideration for their future 

teaching learning English process 

3. Besides, these research findings are also expected to be positive 

and valuable information for those who are concerned in the word 

of teaching and learning English as a foreign or second language 

4. Finally, these research findings are also expected to be practical 

and theoretical information 

E. The Reason for Choosing the Tittle 

The reason why the writer  chooses the title in conducting the 

research on the topic “the Relationship Between students’ Reading Habit 

and Their Vocabulary at Senior High School 12 Pekanbaru” are based on 

some considerations: 

1. The writer wants to know the correlation between students 

reading habit and their vocabulary. 

2. The problem of the research is very interesting to be 

investigated in term of teaching and learning process. The 



7 

 

teacher of English is required to build the students’ 

vocabulary Knowledge. 

3. The topic is relevant to the writer as one of the students of 

English education department. 

4. As far as the writer is concerned, this research title has never 

been conducted by any researchers.  

F. The Definition of the Term 

1. Correlation 

According to (Creswell, 2012, p.338) says that correlation is a 

statistical test to determine the tendency or pattern for two or more 

variables or two sets of data to very consistently.  In the other 

definition, correlation is any of a broad class of statistical relationships 

involving dependence, though in common usage it most often refers to 

the extent to which two variables have a linear relationship with each 

other (Wikipedia). 

2. Reading 

According to Nunan (1991:72), Reading is usually conceived as 

solitary activities in which the reader interacts with the text in 

isolation. Habit is behavior that has been repeated until it has become 

less automatic, enacted without purposeful thinking, largely without 

any sense of awareness (Nilsen,2012:2). Therefore, reading habit is 

when a person loves to 8 read and reads when the person has free 

time. The indicators of reading habit are reading frequency, attitude 
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toward reading, academic reading, non-academic reading, motivation 

in the family environment, and motivation in the academic 

environment. 

3. Reading Habit 

Chettri and Rout (2013:14) stated that terms habits are often 

considered in terms of the amount of thing being done, the frequency 

of something that we do as well as the average time spent on what we 

do. They also stated that the reading activity is regarded as a habit 

when it is repeatedly carried out. When reading activity is carried out 

as regular activity by the students, it will produce achievement of 

quality in their education. In this research, students’ reading habit is 

focused on reading academic and non-academic English books which 

help them in their vocabulary. 

4. Vocabulary  

According to Debra (2010:48) Vocabulary is the basis for the 

development of language. refers to a list or set of words for a 

particular language or a list of words that individual speakers of 

language use. Syafi’i (2013: 137) stated vocabulary refers to effective 

word/idiom choice and usage, word from mastery, appropriate 

register. It is clear that vocabulary is the core component in building 

sentences. Mastery is the great knowledge about understanding a 

particular thing. It is also supported by David (2005: 154) that mastery 
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is the expert of skill or knowledge; accomplishing success in 

understanding something.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


