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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Speaking is an important skill in language learning. By speaking, we 

may have information or ideas. Furthermore, it is oral communication which 

maintains social relationship with the others. Otherwise, many learners think 

that speaking is the most difficult skill when they learn English as a foreign 

language. Absolutely, it is harder than reading, writing or listening. First, 

unlike reading or writing, speaking happens in real time: usually the person 

you are talking to is waiting for you to speak right then. Second, when you are 

speaking, you cannot edit and revise what you have said. It means that 

speaking skill is not an easy skill. It will measure students’ success in learning 

a language rather than other skills such as, listening, reading and writing. 

In speaking process, the communication needs at least two people, a 

speaker who produces a messages and listener who receives the messages. As 

we know grammar is the fundamental discourse machine generator in every 

language in general. Without good grammar competence, learners will never 

be certain of what to speak and how to speak which in the end it’ll result in a 

very halting speech.  

Based on the researcher’s preliminary observation at SMAN 1 Teluk 

Kuantan, which is one of the educational institutions in Kuansing regency that 

uses curricullum 2013 in the process of teaching and learning. The English 

teacher mentioned that only 10% of the 30 students get enough category. 
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Meaning that only 3 students get enough category in English subject 

especially in speaking skill and 27 other students get less category. 

Some efforts have been done by the teachers of the eleventh grade of 

State Senior High School 1 Teluk Kuantan, such as speak English before 

starting the class, using media, give the example about daily conversation. 

Based on curricullum 2013, the students should be able to show their ideas 

and feelings in English correctly. But in fact, the students are still difficult to 

speak in front of class.  

In speaking there are some indicators that should be mastered by 

students in speaking skill such as; pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, 

fluency and comprehension. Also, the students can show and directly explain 

their ideas that they cannot show in reading or written form. Based on the 

curriculum, the purpose of speaking subject is that the students are able to 

comprehend all of speaking skill when they are speaking. Speaking has been 

taught since the junior high school of English teaching period. It is taught 

twice a week with time duration about 45 minutes and the passing grade of 

this school subject is 75. The school also actively participate for the students 

to every English debate competition held in the region or province. Meaning 

that all of the students should be able to active in speaking subject especially 

at the eleventh grade students.  

Based on the researcher’s preliminary observation on May 23rd, 2017 

with English teacher at SMA 1 Teluk Kuantan the researcher found some 

problems which can be seen as follows: 
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1. Some of the students have low motivation in learning English. 

a. The researcher ask the students about what the simple present tense is, 

how to use to be, the students are still shy to explore their idea. 

2. Some of the students are not able to apply about grammar that had been 

learned. 

a. The student can not distinguish between nominal and verbal sentence 

and still incorrect in the addition of -s and –es. 

Question : Dewi pergi ke pasar setiap hari. 

Cici : Dewi go to market every day. (incorrect) 

 Dewi goes to market every day. (correct) 

3. Some of the students are not able to use grammar accurately when they say 

something. 

a. The student can not apply the u/se of to be. 

Indra :  Hallo, my name is Indra Fahlefi i’m come from Teluk 

Kuantan, i’m born on march 25th, 2001... 

4. Some of the students are able to speak fluently, but their grammar is still 

error. 

5. Some of the students are able to use grammar but, they have no confidence 

to speak infront of class. 

The problems described above indicate that it is important to conduct a 

research entitled: THE CORRELATION BETWEEN ENGLISH 

GRAMMAR COMPETENCE AND SPEAKING SKIIL OF THE 

ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS AT SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 1 

TELUK KUANTAN. 



 4 

1.2 Problem 

1.2.1 Identification of the Problem 

Based on the phenomena described above, the researcher is going 

to identify the problems as follows: 

1. Why did some of the students have low motivation in learning English? 

2. Why were some of the students  not able to apply about grammar orally 

that had been learned? 

3. Why were some of the students are not able to use grammar accurately 

when they say something? 

4. Why were some of the students  able to speak fluently, but their 

grammar is still error? 

5. Why were some of the students  able to use grammar but, they still are 

not confidence to speak infront of class? 

1.2.2 Limitation of the Problem 

Grammar competence and speaking skill cover many issues that 

necessary to be observed. Thus, the researcher limited this study on 

students' grammar competence is only for recognize grammatical structure 

(simple present tense) and describing picture orally for speaking skill. 

1.2.3 Formulation of the Problem 

Refering to background of study, identification and limitation of 

the problems related above, which has formulated the problem of the study 

as follows: 



 5 

1. Is there any significant correlation between students’ grammar 

competence and their speaking skill of the eleventh grade students at 

Senior High School 1 Teluk Kuantan? 

2. Which component of speaking skill is the most correlated to students’ 

English grammar competence? 

 

1.3 Objective and Significance of the Research 

1.3.1 Objective of the Research 

From the formulation of the problem, the researcher has objectives 

of the research as follows:  

1. To find out, whether there is a significant correlation between students’ 

grammar competence and their speaking skill of the eleventh-grade 

students at Senior High School 1 Teluk Kuantan. 

2. To find out which component is the most correlated to students’ 

English grammar competence of the eleventh-grade students at Senior 

High School 1 Teluk Kuantan. 

1.3.2 Significance of the Research 

Related to the objective of the research, the significance of the 

research is as follows: 

1. To fulfill of the requirement for the researcher to complete her 

undergraduate degree program at English Education Department of 

Education and Teacher Training Faculty of State Islamic University of 

Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau. 
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2. To help students, especially for students of the eleventh grade at State 

Senior High School 1 Teluk Kuantan to solve their problem in 

speaking. 

3. To increase the experience and knowledge of the researcher about the 

problem. 

 

1.4 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation about the title 

of the research, it is necessary to define the terms used, as follows: 

1. Grammar competence is the ability to recognize and produce the 

distinctive grammatical structures of a language and to use them 

effectively in communication.  

2. Speaking skill is a skill that give us the ability to communicate effectively. 

This skill allows the speaker to convey her/his messege in a passionate, 

thoughtful, and convincing manner. Speaking skill also help to assure that 

one won’t be misunderstood by those who are listening. 

 

1.5 Reason for Choosing the title 

There are some reasons, why the researcher is interested in carrying 

out this research based on several reasons: 

1. The researcher is interested in carrying out this research, hence it is  to 

know the correlation between students’ grammar competence and their 

speaking skill. 
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2. This research is relevant to researcher as a student of English Education 

Department in State Islamic University of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau. 

3. This title has not been researched yet by the other researchers. 

4. This research aims to develop students’ grammar ability in speaking. 

 

 

 


