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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem  

Speaking is an interactive process of constructing meaning that 

invoves, producing, receiving, and processing information. The use of 

English for speaking is not a simple process at all because the speaker should 

also master several important elements, such as pronounciation, grammar, 

vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension. Brown (2003,p.141) stated that 

speaking performance is in the form of imitative, intensive, responsive, 

interactive (transactional and interpersonal), or intensive (monologue). 

Someone can do correction and development since it is observable. Speaking 

performance such us presentation, discussion, role play, etc. According to 

Nunan (2001, p.16) speaking is physically situated face-to-face interaction: 

usually speakers can see each other and so can refer to the physical context 

and use a number of physical signals to indicate, for instance, attention to the 

interaction, their intention to contribute and their attitude.  

Speaking is an activity that students need time to do speak clearly. For 

this, students need time to get ideas in order to express in their speaking. 

However, there are many students complain that they do not know what they 

want to speak in front of the class. Because the students low in self confident, 

vocabulary, grammar, and they do not know the meaning they speak. This 

complexity confuses the students. Therefore, the teacher has to make creative 
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strategies to teach speaking subject. Like how to make the students speak 

fluency. According to Bruce Stirling (2009.p,161) When you speak, the 

speaking raters will measure the proficiency of your delivery in these three 

areas: fluency, automaticity and pronunciation. 

In fact, speaking English is not easy to develop in many schools 

because English is a foreign language. The students prefer to use their mother 

language rather than English. In addition, the environments do not support 

them to speak English. So, they are not often to use English whether in the 

classroom or real conversation. That is the reason why students are still 

difficult to speak English in their life. Those problems usually happen in 

some schools for example MA Darul Hikmah 

Islamic Senior High School Darul Hikmah boarding school which is 

located at Manyar street, Pekanbaru City is one of the educational 

institutions. This school requires an English subject as a compulsory subject. 

To meet students’ needs ofspeaking, English subject is programmed by using 

Curriculum 2013 (K13) which requires speaking as one of the skills that must 

be taught. Moreover, Curriculum 2013 (K13)is also as a guide for teaching 

and learning English in this school. English is taught twice a week with the 

time allocation 2x40 minutes at the school. In Curriculum 2013 (K13), 

especially in terms of speaking, theeleventh grade students are expected to 

the purpose of teaching english in this level is to develop students’ potential 

in order to have communicative competence of interpersonal, transactional, 
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and functional discourse by using oral and written text in English. 

(Department of National Education, 2013). 

Based on preliminary study, the researcher interviewed the English 

teacher (Dra. Ernawati) and did observation in school and dormitory 

environments on October and november 2017. The researcher found that 

some problems faced by the students, they are: some of the students did not 

want to speak English in the classroom or their dormitory, some of the 

students were not confident to speak English but their achievement is good, 

some of students did not like speaking English, a few of the students had no 

desire to speak English, a few of students felt that English was so hard to be 

learned. From the problem above, the researcher assumed that the students 

still have problem in learning English especially in speaking. It is caused by 

motivation factors that the students have. In line with the problems above, 

Brown, (2003) stated that some affective factors that affect speaking ability 

are anxiety, inhibition, motivation, and self-esteem.  

There must be some factors which caused the students’ problems as 

mentioned above. The reseacher believes that the students’ problems may 

come from internal and external. The researcher made an attempt to 

investigate the possible contribution of one of the components related to 

motivational dimension which, here, is self-anxiety.According to Liu in 

Pudjobroto (2012.p,153) said that anxiety was experienced by a considerable 

number of students when speaking English in class or giving presentations at 

the front while the least during pair work, a multitude of variables such as 
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lack of vocabulary, low English proficiency and memory dissociation 

contributed to students anxiety in class, and most students felt helpless about 

being anxious when speaking English in class. 

In relation with language learning, language anxiety can be defined as 

a distinct complex of self-perceptions, beliefs, feelings and behaviors related 

to classroom language learning arising from the uniqueness of the language 

learning process. Speaking can cause feeling of anxiety, the students often 

reluctant to deliver their speech because they not only need to make their own 

utterances but also they should reconsider the pronounciation as well. 

Therefore, the reseacher wants to associate between self-Anxiety of students 

and their speaking performance. For instances, some of the students felt 

incompetent while responding to particular situations in teaching and learning 

process, they did not accept that making mistakes is a natural part of learning 

in which it made them afraid of experiencing mistake especially when speak 

in front of the class.  

Therefore, the researcher interested in conducting entitled “THE 

CORRELATION BETWEEN STUDENTS’ SELF ANXIETY AND 

THEIR SPEAKING PERFORMANCE AT THE ELEVENTH GRADE 

OF ISLAMIC SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL DARUL HIKMAH 

PEKANBARU. 
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B. Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background and symptoms of this research, the 

problems are identified into the following identifications: 

a. Why did some of the students feel anxious in speaking English? 

b. Why were some of the students afraid of expresing their idea? 

c. Why did some of the students not understand if self-Anxiety would 

affect their speaking performance? 

d. Why did some of the students not believe with their performance? 

e. Why did some of the students not confident to speak English? 

f. Why did some of the students have no desire to speak English? 

 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

In relation to the identification of the problem stated above, the 

reseacher need to limit the problem because of having limit time and fund. 

There are many interesting aspects to study regarding self-anxiety (X) and 

speaking performance (Y), but the reseacher focused on students’self-

anxiety and students’speaking performance in speak in front of the class at 

the eleventh grade of Islamic Senior High School Darul Hikmah 

Pekanbaru. 

 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

The reseacher formulated the research problems as follows: 
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a. How is the correlation between students’ self-anxiety and their speaking 

performance at the Islamic senior high school Darul Hikmah 

Pekanbaru? 

b. Is there any significant correlation between students’ self anxiety and 

their speaking performanceat the eleventh grade of Islamic Senior High 

School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru? 

c. How large is the significance of the correlation between students’ self-

anxiety and their speaking performance at the Islamic senior high 

school Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru? 

 

C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the Research  

a. To find out the the correlation between students’ self-anxiety and 

their speaking performance at the Islamic senior high school Darul 

Hikmah Pekanbaru 

b. To find out the relationship between students’ self anxiety and their 

speaking performace at the eleventh grade of Islamic Senior High 

School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru. 

c. To find out the large significance of the correlation between students’ 

self-anxiety and their speaking performance at the Islamic senior high 

school Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru. 
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2. Significance of the Research 

a. Hopefully, the findings of this research are able to benefit the reseacher 

as a novice researcher in learning how to conduct a research. 

b. The findings of this research are expected to be valuable and useful for 

both teachers of English and students of Islamic Senior High School 

Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru. 

c. Besides, the results of this research are also expected to be used as a 

reference for those who want to conduct a research in the field of 

teaching and learning English as a second or foreign language. 

d. Finally, the findings of this research are expected to be able to enrich 

the theory of teaching speaking. 

 

D. Reason for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the reseacher is interested in conducting 

this research as follows: 

1. The title of this research is not yet investigated by other previous 

researchers. 

2. The title of this research is relevant to the reseacher’s status as an English 

Education Department student. 

3. Finally, the location of the research supports and facilitates the reseacher 

in carrying out the research. 
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E. Definition of the Terms 

There are many terms which are involved in this research. In order to 

avoid misunderstanding to the terms used in this research, the following 

terms are necessarily defined as follows: 

1. Correlation 

According to Richards and Schmidt (2010), correlation is a 

measure of the strength of the relationship between two or more sets of 

data.In this research, the reseacher would like to find the correlation 

between students’ self-anxiety and theirs speaking performance. Self-

anxiety is variable X and students’speaking performance is variable Y. 

variable X is independent variable while Y is dependent variable. 

 

 

 

2. Self-Anxiety 

Brown (2007, p.161) has also maintained that “anxiety is and we 

all have experienced feelings of anxiousness, anxiety is still not easy to 

define in a simple sentence. Anxiety is someone’s feeling of uneasiness 

and apprehension about situation since they are not sure what its outcome 

will be. When someone is not sure about what will happen in the future, 

they become anxious. 

 

 

Variable X 

 

(Students’ Self-Anxiety) 

Variable Y 

 

(Students’ Speaking 

performance) 
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3. Speaking Performance 

Brown (2003,p.141) stated that speaking performance is in the form 

of imitative, intensive, responsive, interactive (transactional and 

interpersonal), or intensive (monologue). Someone can do correction and 

development since it is observable. Speaking performance such us 

presentation, discussion, role play, etc. 


