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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the problem 

Reading is the process to access information from the text. It is one of 

the most important skills in language. The importance of reading becomes an 

aspect that should be considered among language skills. As pointed out 

byNunan and Linse (2005, p.69), Reading is a set of skills that relevant with 

make sense and derive the meaning based on that come from printed out. In 

line with Michelle Maxom (2009, p.139),Reading is one of the key skills in 

language learning. Meaning that, it is strengthen the skills students acquire in 

speaking, listening and writing.Therefore, reading is not only used in 

teaching and learning process but also in daily life. It is nothing without 

having comprehension. 

Comprehension is what reading is all about. Some students think that 

to comprehend reading is very difficult because there are many aspects 

should be considered. Activation of background knowledge becomes an 

important thing in reading process; it makes the readers become active. 

Because it is very important in reading. Furthermore,Nunan says that 

“reading is a fluent process of readers combining information from a text and 

their own knowledge to build meaning”. The same idea is also pointed out by 

Anderson, et al in Klingers’ “reading comprehension is the process of 

constructing meaning by coordinating a number of complex processesthat 

include word reading, word and world knowledge, and fluency”.   
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Many students had difficulties in reading. They used to have 

difficulties in understanding the text and the students could not comprehend 

well. Reading without comprehending meaning is an empty act. The meaning 

of the text depends on how the brain processes the information from text and 

it is supported by his existing knowledge. Peter Westwood (2001) stated that: 

The difficulties for most poor readers are compounded by the fact that they 

do not possess, and are not aware of, effective strategies to help them 

extract meaning. They do not have any mental plan of action to help them 

find main points, important details and key concepts or to form 

conclusions. They just tackle the print head-on. They do not think deeply 

about what they are reading and do not interact cognitively with the 

information. This makes any progression above the literal level of 

understanding difficult to achieve.  

 

In other words, Walker (2000) says some problem readers seem to lose 

sight of the fact that what they are reading is supposed to make sense. When it 

does not have sense of meaning, they make no attempt to self-correct. Many 

poor readers do not progress easily above the literal level of comprehension and 

encounter extreme difficulty in operating at the level of inferring, predicting, 

questioning, reflecting and criticizing. To operate at these leves requires at 

lower order processes such as word identification are occurring 

automatically, thus releasing cognitive capacity for the higher order demands 

of comprehending the text. 

State Junior High School 1 Tambang is one of the schools that is 

located in Tambang, Kampar Regency. This formal school teaches English as 

a subject for students, especially reading. English has been taught twice a 

week, with 80 minutes and 120 minutes for meeting, which means 200 

minutes in a week. This school uses School-Based Curriculum (SBC/KTS) in 
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teaching English as a guidance used by teachers of English of State Junior 

high School 1 Tambang. Based on the curriculum, the eighth grade students 

of State Junior High School 1 Tambang learn three kinds of genre that 

include recount, narrative and expository text. One of them is recount text. 

By reading recount text, the students can improve the knowledge about their 

experiences and giving arguments. 

Based on the preliminary study conducted at State Junior high School 

1 Tambang, activities in teaching and learning process at state Junior High 

School 1 Tambang shows that students should learn and comprehend reading 

text, especially recount text. The teacher taught about reading recount text 

including the kinds of the text, the purpose of the text, the text organizations 

and the language of features but the students used to have difficulty to obtain 

minimum score standard. Some of the students stated that reading subject 

was only reading the text, without understanding the meaning of the text. 

They had failure to get information from reading text, moreover some of the 

students still cheat to their friends.  

In this research, the researcher focused on analyzing the students’ 

difficulties in reading recount text that was described about fables, humorous 

stories, some poems, films, videos, television programs. There are some 

problems that students face in comprehending reading text that make them 

unable to reach out the purpose of reading. It was identified in the following 

phenomena: 
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a. Some of the students were feel difficult to identify the main idea of 

the recount text. 

b. Some of the students were feel difficult to get information from the 

recount text. 

c. Some of the students were feel difficult to recognize the generic 

structure of the recount text. 

d. Some of the students were feel difficult to understand about the 

meaning of the recount text. 

e. Some of the studenthad less knowledge in vocabulary of reading 

recount text. 

Reading recount text is critical for growth in reading ability and most 

urgent to rank normal achievers; the ability to read, comprehend, and analyze 

recount text, identify Orientation, Events, Re-Orientation, could be good 

criteria to rank students’ academic reading achievement. One way to measure 

and rank students’ reading achievement of the recount texts is to teach 

reading through text structures. This will raise text structure awareness and is 

assumed to lead to a permanent improvement in reading skill. As a matter of 

fact, the successful students need the skills of reading in order to comprehend 

with minimum of time and effort in reading materials.  
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In relation to the explanation above, the researcher’s reason is to help 

them determine a purpose for reading at Junior High School. Therefore, the 

researcher is interested in conducting a research entitled: “An Analysis of 

Students’ Difficulties in Reading Recount Text at the Eighth Grade of 

State Junior High School 1 Tambang”. 

B. Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

a. How were the students difficulties in identifying the main idea 

of the recount text? 

b. How were the students difficulties to get information from the 

recount text? 

c. How were the students difficulties to recognize the generic 

structure of the recount text? 

d. How were the students difficulties to understand about 

meaning of the recount text? 

e. How was the students knowledge in vocabulary of reading 

recount text? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

After identifying the problem of this research, thus the 

researcher is necessary to limit and focus her research problem on 

analyzing students’ difficulties in reading recount text at the eighth 

grade of State Junior High School 1 Tambang. 
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3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the problems above, the writer formulates the 

problem in the following questions: 

a. What are the difficulties in reading recount text of the eight 

grade students at State Junior High School 1 Tambang? 

b. How is the level of  the students’ difficulties in reading recount 

text of the eight grade at State Junior High School 1 Tambang? 

C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the Research 

a. To identify the kinds of  the students’ difficulties in reading 

recount text at the eight grade of State Junior High School 1 

Tambang. 

b. To identifythe level of the students’ difficulties level in reading 

recount text at the eight grade of State Junior High School 1 

Tambang. 

2. Significance of the Research 

These research activities are significantly carried out for the 

following needs: 

a. Hopefully, this research contributes the benefits as a novice 

reseacher in learning how to conduct a research. 

b. These research findings are also expected to be useful and 

valuable information for both students and teachers ofEnglish 

to be the future focus of Teaching and Learning English.  
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c. Besides, these research findings are also expected to add 

various information for those who are concerns in the field of 

teaching and learning English a Foreign/ Second Language. 

d. Finally, these research findings are also expected to be practical 

and theoritical information to the development of theoris of 

language teching in general. 

D. The Reason of Choosing the Title 

These are several reasons why the researcher is interested in 

conducting this research: 

a. The tittle  of this research is relevant to the researchers’ status as a 

student of  English  Education  Departmemt of State Islamic 

University of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau. 

b. The tittle of this research is not yet investigated by other previous 

researchers. 

c. This research is expected to help teachers improve students’ reading 

comprehension. 

E. Definition of the Terms 

There are so many terms involved in this research. Therefore, to 

avoid misunderstanding on the terms used in this research, the following 

terms are necessarily defined as follows: 

1. Analysis  

According to Richard and Schmidt (2010, p.25), analysis is “a 

statistical procedure used to statistically equate group in order to control 
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the effects of one or more variables, called covariates in this type of 

analysis”. However, in this research, the term analysis refers to the design 

of her research to analyze one variable that is students’ difficulties in 

reading recount text at the eighth grade of State Junior High School 1 

Tambang. 

2. Reading  

 According to Mikulecky (2007, p.VI), reading is a complex 

activity that involves a wide variety of skills. Your ability to understand 

and remember what you read depends in large part on your ability to 

apply these skills to your reading. Readers also read for enjoyment or 

enhance knowledge of the language being read. In this research, reading 

refers to students’ ability to get information from text. 

3. Recount text 

According to Jack C Richards (2010, p. 596), recount text is “to 

tell what happened”. In addition, Peter Knapp says that “recounts are 

sequantial text that do little more than sequence a series of event”. 

Furthermore, in this research the term recount text is the way to know the 

students difficulties in reading. 

 


