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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of the Problem  

Reading is an important skill which has an important contribution 

to the success of learning language. It is a medium for students to build 

communication with printed words. According to Nunan (2003, p.68) 

“Reading is a fluent process of readers combining information from a text 

and their own background knowledge to build meaning.” 

Furthermore, Reading is the basic skill that we have to master. It 

needs comprehension to understand the context and get the new 

information of the texts. In accordance with the statement Westwood 

(2008, p.30) noted that, comprehension of reading a text with full 

understanding draws on the reader’s background experience, general 

knowledge, vocabulary, syntactical awareness and word identification 

skills.  

Reading English text is very important as it is known that success 

in reading is the most necessary because it is a basic tool of education. For 

instance, a reader who understands what he has read can answer questions. 

It means that understanding something is the main goal of reading. 

Macecca (2003, p.4) said that to read, one must be able to visually 

distinguish, identify, recode and have a visual memory to comprehend and 

recreate the letters. 



 2 

In order to accomplish students’ needs toward reading, School 

Based Curriculum (KTSP) provides reading as one of the skills in 

mastering English that must be taught and learned in State junior high 

school 9 Pekanbaru, is one of the schools that also uses School Based 

Curriculum (KTSP), the basic competence stated in this syllabus for the 

eighth grade is the students are able to comprehend the meaning of the 

short functional texts and essay such as descriptive, recount and narrative 

on daily life context and access the knowledge”.  In this research, the 

researcher focuses on narrative text. The research was conducted in order 

to know the students’ ability in reading comprehension. Based on the 

syllabus, the score cumulative minimum standard (KKM) that has to be 

achieved by students for reading skill is 75. 

Based on preliminary study at the eight grade of State junior high 

school 9 Pekanbaru, the teacher applied the conventional strategy, the 

teacher pointed one of the students to read a whole paragraph and it was 

followed by the others, then the teacher asked the students to translate the 

reading text and the last they answered the question given. 

From the above fenomena, ideally the students at the eighth grade 

of State junior high school 9 Pekanbaru should be able to understand the 

narrative text properly. However, the reality has shown that most of the 

students are not able to comprehend narrative text; the students’ reading 

comprehension is still very far from the expectations of the curriculum. 

This problem was seen from the phenomena as follows: 



 3 

1. Some of students were not able to identify main idea in narrative text 

2. Some  of students were not able to locate the meaning of vocabulary 

in narrative text. 

3. Some of students were not able to identify the generic structure of 

narrative text. 

4. Some of students were not able to identify references in narrative 

text. 

5. Some of students were not able to find out the specific information 

in narrative text. 

Based on the phenomena above, the researcher assumed that most 

of students at the eighth grade of State junior high school 9 Pekanbaru had 

difficulties in reading comprehension because of the inappropriate 

teaching strategy. In order to improve students’ reading comprehension of 

narrative text, the researcher would like to apply a strategy that might help 

the students in reading comprehension namely Directed Inquiry Activity 

Strategy. Chatrine cited in Lehr (1980) That this strategy helps increase 

reader’s comprehension in a compulsory lesson, it aids students in 

selecting important information and categorizing information from subject 

area textbooks. 

The directed inquiry activity aids students in organizing, 

processing, and comprehending assigned text materials. The use of the six 

inquiry questions helps them establish a logical base from which to 

explore both narrative and expository. Moreover, Tomas (1978, p.138) 
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defines that Directed Inquiry Activity Strategy is designed specifically to 

help “direct” students through reading assignments with content materials 

containing an abundance of factual information and details, much of which 

should be retained by the reader. 

The directed inquiry activity utilizes a framework of conjecture 

regarding six points of inquiry: who, what, when, where, why, how. 

Students preview the material and are then encouraged to predict 

responses to these six key questions as preparation for reading. The 

selection predictions are treated as purposes for reading; the reading is 

followed by review and discussion of the various conjectures. It means 

that this strategy is used to make students activate their critical thinking 

and force them to use their prior knowledge. Therefore, the researcher is 

interested in carrying out a research entitled:  

 “The Effect of Using Directed Inquiry Activity Strategy on Students’ 

Reading Comprehension at the Eighth Grade of State Junior High 

School 9 Pekanbaru” 

B. The Problem  

1. The Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background of the problem, the researcher identifies 

some problems as follows:  

a. What were the causes that some of the students were not able to 

identify main idea of narrative text? 
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b. What were the causes that some of the students were not able to locate 

the meaning vocabulary in narrative text? 

c. What were the causes that some of the students were not able to 

identify the generic structure of narrative text? 

d. What were the causes that some of the students were not able to 

identify the references of word in narrative text? 

e. What were the causes that some of the students were not able to find 

out the specific information of narrative text? 

2. The Limitation of the Problem 

Based on identification of the problems above, the problem of this 

research is limited to the Students’ Reading Comprehension problem in 

narrative text, therefore, the researcher tried to solve the students’ 

problems by using Directed Inquiry Activity Strategy for students’ reading 

comprehension at State junior high school 9 Pekanbaru.   

3.  The Formulation of the Problem 

The problems of this research can be formulated in the following 

questions: 

a. How is the students’ reading comprehension of narrative text 

taught by using Directed Inquiry Activity Strategy at the eighth 

grade of State junior high school 9 Pekanbaru? 

b. How is the students’ reading comprehension of narrative text 

taught without using Directed Inquiry Activity Strategy at the 

eighth grade of State junior high school 9 Pekanbaru? 
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c. Is there any significant difference between the students’ reading 

comprehension of narrative text taught by using and without using 

Directed Inquiry Activity Strategy at the eighth grade of State 

junior high school 9 Pekanbaru? 

d. Is there any significant effect on students’ reading comprehension 

of narrative text by using Directed Inquiry Activity Strategy at the 

eighth grade of State junior high school 9 Pekanbaru? 

C. The Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. The Objective of the Research 

Referring to the research questions, the objectives of this research 

are: 

a. To find out the students’ reading comprehension of narrative text 

taught by using Directed Inquiry Activity Strategy of the eighth 

grade at State junior high school 9 Pekanbaru. 

b. To find out the students’ reading comprehension of narrative text 

taught without using Directed Inquiry Activity Strategy of the eighth 

grade at State junior high school 9 Pekanbaru. 

c. To find out whether there is any significant difference between the 

students’ reading comprehension of narrative text taught by using 

and without using Directed Inquiry Activity Strategy of the eighth 

grade at State junior high school 9 Pekanbaru. 
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d. To find out whether there is a significant effect on students’ reading 

comprehension by using Directed Inquiry Activity Strategy at the 

eighth grade of State junior high school 9 Pekanbaru. 

2. The Significance of the Research 

Related to the objectives of the research, the significance of the 

research is as follows: 

1. Hopefully, these research findings are able to contribute some 

benefits as the novice researcher in learning how to conduct a 

research. 

2. These research findings are also expected to be useful and valuable 

especially for teacher and students of English at the eight grade of 

State junior high school 9 Pekanbaru to be considerations in their 

teaching and learning English in the future. 

3. Besides, these research findings are also expected to be positive 

information, especially for those who are aware of teaching and 

learning English as a foreign or second language. 

4. These research questions are also expected to be the practical and 

theoretical information to the development of the theories in 

language teaching.  

D. The Reasons for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the writer is interested in carrying out 

this research: 
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A. The researcher wants to find out whether or not there is a significant 

effect of using and without using Directed Inquiry Activity Strategy 

on students’ reading comprehension of narrative text at State Junior 

High 9 

B. The title of this research is relevant to the researcher as an English 

student of English Education Department of State Islamic University 

of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau. 

C. As far as the researcher is concerned, this research title has never 

been investigated by any researchers. 

E. The Definition of the Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding about the topic of the research, 

it is necessary for the researcher to define the following terms: 

1. Directed Inquiry Activity 

According to Wiesendanger (2000,P.177), Directed Inquiry Activity is 

strategy helps increase students’ reading comprehension in a content 

area lesson. It aids students in selecting important information and 

categorizing information from subject area textbooks. 

Learning directed Inquiry Activity is a series of learning activities that 

emphasize on the process of thinking critically and analytically to seek 

and find their own answears to a problem that is questionable. The 

thinking process it self is usuually done through question and answear 

between the teacher and the students directly.  
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3. Reading Comprehension 

According to Syahputra (2002, p.88), in reading comprehension the 

reader interacts with the message encoded in the text to generate an 

understanding of the author’s message. It means that comprehension 

is capacity to grasp meaning in a text and writer’s idea. Furthermore, 

According to Jenett (2007, p.8), Reading comprehension is a 

multicomponent, highly complex process that involves many 

interactions between readers and what they bring to the text (previous 

knowledge, strategy use) as well as variables related to the text itself 

(interest in text, understanding of text types). However, getting the 

meaning of the author’s intended meaning, the reader needs to have 

prior knowledge and skill. 

Reading comprehension is the process of simultaneously extracting 

and constructing meaning through interaction and involvement with 

written language (Snow, 2002, p. 11). It means that reading 

comprehension is the process of constructing the meaning through 

interaction between the reader and the writer.  

In this study, reading comprehension of narrative text is the 

capability of the eighth grade student at State Junuior High School 

Pekanbaru. 

 


