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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

A. Theoretical Framework 

1. The Nature of Reading 

The goal of reading is understanding. According to Johnson (2008, 

p. 3), reading is the practice of using text to create meaning. If there is no 

meaning being created, there is no reading taking place. As one of the 

basic skills of English, reading is communication process requiring a 

series of skills. Reading is a constantly developing skill. Like any skill we 

get better at reading by practicing. If we do not practice, we will not get 

better and our skills may deteriorate. It means that when the students read 

the text they have to understand and practice about what they have red. 

Reading is the act of linking one idea to another (Johnson, 2008, p. 

4). Furthermore, Bannette (2001, p. 23) mentioned that the intuitive 

process allows us to contact the author mind to mind. Because each of us 

has an intuitive nature and each of us has an imagination, reading is simply 

connecting one person‟s intuition to another‟s. The reader will be 

successful in reading if they can identify the meaning to get information. 

2. The Nature of Reading Comprehension 

According to Healy (2002, p. 3), reading comprehension is the 

understanding of the written word, the understanding of the content that is 

being read, and the construction of meanings of the text. Reading is a 

purposeful and active process. A reader reads to understand, to remember 

what is understood and put the understanding to use. A reader can read a 
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text to learn, find out information, or to be entertained. The key of success 

in reading is comprehension. So, to get the success in reading the reader 

must comprehend the text. 

According to Westwood (2001, p. 10), readers who understand 

what they are reading can more easily go beyond the given information on 

the page in order to predict, infer and make connections. Good readers 

almost always have some personal feelings or reactions to what they are 

reading. They are active „readers‟ in the sense of becoming involved 

cognitively and emotionally in what they read. They are keen and 

interested in using text as a way of obtaining information, learning new 

ideas, solving problems and as a source of enjoyment. 

Fundamentally, according to King and Stanley (1998, p.331), the 

components of reading comprehension are as follows : 

1) Finding Factual Information 

Factual information requires reader to scan specific details. The 

readers must be recognizing the factual information and able to find 

detail information such as person, place, event and time. 

2) Finding Main Idea 

Recognition of the main idea of a paragraph is very important because 

it helps the readers not only understand the paragraph on the first 

reading, but also help to remember the content later. Reader not only 

comprehends the idea in the text but also the relative significance as 

expressed by the writer. 
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3) Finding the meaning of vocabulary 

It means that the reader should be able to guess the meaning of 

unfamiliar word in the paragraph or sentence which they read. 

4) Identifying Reference 

Recognizing reference words and being able to identify the word to 

which they refer will help the reader understand the reading passage. 

Reference words are usually short and very frequently pronoun, such 

as, it, she, he, they, this, etc. 

5) Making Inference 

Inference is a skill where the reader has to be able to “read between the 

lines”. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher concludes that 

when the readers read the text, they should comprehend the contents of the 

text. Reading comprehension is the most important part of the process of 

reading. By reading comprehension, readers can understand the content of 

the text; besides, reading comprehension is in fact not an easy matter. 

Reading comprehension is the ability of reader to gain information from a 

text and do something with it in a way to understand information. 

3. Purpose of Reading Comprehension 

The purpose of reading is to connect the ideas on the page to what 

you already know. If you don‟t know anything about a subject, then 

pouring words of text into your mind is like pouring water into your hand. 

According to Grabe and Stoller (2013, p. 6), there are seven purposes of 

reading : 
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1) Reading to search for simple information, it is a common reading 

ability. In reading to search, we typically scan the text for a specific 

word or a specific piece of information or a few representative phrases. 

2) Reading to skim quickly, it is a combination of strategies for guessing 

where important information might be located in the text. 

3) Reading to learn from texts. It typically occurs in academic and 

professional contexts in which a person needs to learn a considerable 

amount of information from a text. 

4) Reading to integrate information. The reader can decide what 

information to integrate and how to integrate it for the reader‟s goal. 

5) Reading to write (or search for information needed for writing). 

6) Reading to critique texts. 

7) Reading for general comprehension. When accomplished by a skilled 

fluent reader, requires very rapid and automatic processing of words, 

strong skills in forming a general meaning representation of main 

ideas, and efficient coordination of many processes under very limited 

time constraints. 

4. Factors influencing Reading Comprehension 

Effective readers have a purpose for reading, and use their 

background knowledge and experiences to relate to the text : We don‟t 

comprehend unless we draw connections between what we read and our 

background knowledge. According to Tankersley (2005, p. 108), there are 

four important factors that influence reading comprehension : 
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1) Command of the linguistic structure of the text. When readers are 

familiar with the genre and style in which the text is written, they are 

better able to comprehend the text. 

2) Adequate vocabulary in the content area. A good vocabulary enables 

readers to process words automatically while reading. Because it will 

be difficult for students to comprehend the text because they do not 

know the meanings of many words on the page. 

3) Degree of metacognitive control of the text. Readers must know how 

to self-monitor and reflect on their level of understanding during the 

act of reading. 

4) Adequate domain knowledge. Without the ability to connect and relate 

to the text, we will derive little meaning from it, without meaning, no 

comprehension can result. 

Based on the factors explained above, it is clear that to improve 

students‟ reading comprehension is how teachers can teach them with a 

good strategy to make them interested in and motivated on. 

5. Teaching Reading Comprehension 

Reading is very important for learners of English. It is a process 

where there is an interaction between the teachers and the students to get 

information based on the text. According to Duke and Pearson (2001, p. 

423), reading is comprehension. Comprehension is what reading is all 

about. Decoding without comprehension is simply word barking being 

able to articulate the word correctly without understanding its meaning. 
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Effective comprehenders not only make sense of the text they are reading 

they can also use the information it contains. 

According to Block (2004, p. 3), there are three types of 

comprehension processes that are taught : 

1) Literal Comprehension is defined as extracting the details of the text 

and recognizing the author‟s purpose. Students must have a clear 

understanding of the material, as presented by the author. 

2) Inferential comprehension requires students to create meaning from the 

text and move beyond the author‟s purpose by combining the textual 

information with their own thoughts. 

3) A step beyond inferential comprehension is metacognition. In general, 

metacognition involves thinking about one‟s own thinking or 

controlling one‟s learning. Metacognitive processes help students (1) 

remove road blocks that interrupt comprehension, (2) reflect on what 

they have learned and what they want to learn next. 

According to (Nunan, 2003, p.74), the principles of teaching 

reading are as follows : 

1) Exploit the reader‟s background knowledge 

Background knowledge of the reader will influence their 

reading comprehension. Background knowledge includes all of the 

experiences that a reader brings to a text: life experiences, educational 

experiences, knowledge of how texts can be organized rhetorically, 

knowledge of how one‟s first language works, knowledge of how the 

second language works, and cultural background and knowledge. 
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2) Build a strong vocabulary base 

Vocabulary is very important in comprehending the reading 

passage. When the students read a reading passage, they should have 

rich vocabulary to comprehend the text because it can make them 

easier to comprehend the text. 

3) Teach for comprehension 

Nunan (2003, p.75) believes that monitoring process is crucial 

to be successful in reading comprehension. It is related to verifying 

the prediction when the readers cannot obtain the meaning of the 

passage. It is done by the teachers, they should ensure that their 

students are making the correct prediction of the passage, otherwise, 

the teachers will help them. 

4) Work on increasing reading rate 

Teacher‟s effort is very important to help the students‟ reading 

process. The teacher must work hard towards finding a balance 

between assisting students to improve their reading rate and develop 

reading comprehension skills. 

5) Teach reading strategies 

Nunan (2003, p.76) proposes that strategies are “the tools for 

active, self-directed involvement that is necessary for developing 

communicative ability”. It means that the use of strategies is very 

important in teaching reading. 
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6) Encourage readers to transform strategies into skill 

Nunan (2003, p.77) informs the importance of distinction 

between strategies and skills. Strategies can be defined as conscious 

actions that learners take to achieve certain goals or objectives, while 

a skill is a strategy that has become automatic. As learners 

consciously learn and practice specific reading strategies, the 

strategies move from conscious to unconscious; from strategy to skill. 

7) Build assessment and evaluation into your teaching 

In teaching reading comprehension, the teacher must assess 

their students‟ reading in order to measure about the ability of students 

or the quality or success of a teaching reading. 

8) Strive for continuous improvement as a reading teacher 

The quality of the individual teacher is integral to success of 

second/foreign language readers. Reading teachers need to be 

passionate about their work. They should view themselves as 

facilitators, helping each reader discover what works best. 

6. Assessing Reading Comprehension 

Brown (2003, p.4) stated that assessment refers to an ongoing 

process covering a wide range of methodological techniques. Thus, 

assessment can be defined as  the evaluation of the students‟ performance. 

Nation (2009, p. 77) mentioned that, there are some possible tasks in 

assessing the students‟ reading comprehension in term of reading level of 

SMPN 9 Tualang, they are : 
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1) Pronominal Question 

These questions require learners to make a written answer 

which can range the length form single word to several paragraphs. 

Usually for comprehension, short answers are required and these forms 

of questions are called short answer questions. 

2) Multiple choice 

Multiple choice questions focus on details and more general 

aspects of the text. Multiple choices are useful when there are very 

large numbers of the test to be marked. 

3) Information Transfer 

Incomplete information transfer diagrams can be used to 

measure comprehension of the test. 

In this research, the researcher used multiple choices in 

consideration of its purpose which is easier to be administered and be 

scored quickly, so that the researcher used it to assess the reading 

comprehension of the second year of State Junior High School 9 

Tualang. 

7. The Nature of Recount Text 

a. The meaning of Recount 

According to Mulyadi (2011, p. 20), recount is the text telling 

the reader what happened. It retells a past event. It begins by telling the 

reader who was involved, what happened, where this event took place 

and when it happened. Recount is written to retell events with the 

purpose of either informing or entertaining their audience (both). 
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b. Purpose 

According to Derewianka (2004, p.18), the purpose of a 

recount is to list and describe past experiences by retelling events in 

the order in which they happened. Recounts are written to retell events 

with the purpose of either informing or entertaining their audience 

(both). It describes events, so plenty of use is made of verbs (action 

words), and of adverbs (which describe or add more details are often 

chosen to add interest or humor to the recount. 

c. Types of recount 

According to Mulyadi (2011, p.21), there are three kinds of 

recount text, they are : 

a) Personal recount. These usually retell an event that the writer was 

personally involved in. 

b) Factual recount. Recording an incident, e.g. a science experiment, 

police report. 

c) Imaginative recount. Writing an imaginary role and giving details 

of events, e.g. A day in the life of a pirate. 

d. Generic structure 

The generic structures of recount are : 

1) Orientation  

The orientation provides all the necessary background information 

to enable the audience to make sense of the text. To ensure that the 

orientation is detailed and through, use the words (who, what, 

when, where, and why). 
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2) Series of events 

In series of events the writer writes the events chronologically. It 

begins from the first event, followed by the second event to the 

last event. The sum of events depends on the creativity of the 

writer. 

3) Re-orientation 

The final section concludes the recount by summarizing outcomes 

or results, evaluating the topic‟s importance or offering personal 

comment or opinion. It can also look the future by speculating 

about what might happen next. But, not all of recount is closed by 

re-orientation. It is optional. 

e. Language features of Recount text 

There are five languge features of recount which is stated as 

follows : 

1) Conjunctions such as because, although, and while are used to 

connect the sentences. 

2) Passive voice, especially in factual recount is used to give 

objectivity to the text. 

3) Firstly, next, finally is time connectives that are used to link the 

separate events to be a unity text. 

4) Adverbs and adverbial phrases are used to indicate specific time 

and place. 
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5) Most of recounts use the simple past tense, but sometimes future 

tense is used in the conclusion of the text, to predict what will 

happen in the future. 

8. Nature of Hand Signals Strategy 

a. Definition 

According to Porterfield (2016, p. 8), hand Signals Strategy 

(Thumbs up, thumbs down and thumbs sideaway) is one of the quick 

Formative Assessments to inform the instructor how well the students 

are understanding concepts presented in learning. In education, 

assessment is the key to the curriculum. Assessment frames students‟ 

learning and achivements, and significantly influences students‟ 

experience in education and all that they gain from it (Boud, 2010).  

Regier (2012, p. 5-7) stated that Formative assessment is a 

process that uses informal assessment strategies to gather information 

on students‟ learning. Teachers determine what students are 

understanding and what they still need to learn to master a goal or 

outcome. In short, formative assessment is assessment for learning. 

Teachers use formative assessment during the learning process. 

Through formative assessment, teachers can discover the rate at which 

students still need to learn, and whether the learning opportunities they 

are providing for students is effective or if they need to change or 

adapt their instruction. Formative assessment strategies can be given to 

student individually, as partners, in small groups or as a class. 
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Teaching and formative assessment are inextricable linked. 

Formative assessment should take place during the course of teaching 

and formative assessment data should be used to support the planning 

of instructions (Mkhwanazi, 2011, p. 6-7).  According to Dylan (2013, 

p. 11), the benefits of formative assessment shows students what they 

need to improve, helps to clarify what the goal is and how to get there, 

helps teachers better tailor their lessons to student needs. The main 

point is that formative assessment actually improves learning. 

Hand Signals is when the students use their hands or gestures to 

express their answers to comprehension questions. The use of hand 

gestures and other body movements are a way students can create 

symbols to express their comprehension (Gardner, 1983). 

Catomeresious (2012, p. 13) also stated that the gestures taught to the 

students represent comprehension strategies and allow the students to 

use the gestures as a tool to create understanding from the text. 

Gestures not only  keep students engaged on the task but also create a 

mental representation of the strategy being used to improve reading 

comprehension. 

According to Regier (2012, p. 18), hand signals are used to rate 

or indicate student‟ understanding of content. This strategy requires 

engagement by all students and allows the teacher to check for 

understanding within a large group. Using the thumbs up/thumbs down 

strategy with your students is one way to determine whether students 

understand the information presented. Udy (2013, p. 9) stated that 
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Researchers have shown that when students used hand motions to 

identify key details in a text that students had improve reading 

comprehension. According to Dylan (2013, p. 6), when the whole class 

simultaneously responds with their hands, teachers can assess their 

level of comprehension instantaneously. And this strategy can be used 

at every level and in every class. 

b. Procedure 

According to Regier (2012, p. 18), the procedures of the hand 

signals are  : 

a) The teacher teaches students that : If students get it/agree they 

provide “Thumbs up”, If students dont get it/ disagree they give a 

“Thumbs down”, If the students are confused or uncertain they can 

show their thumb anywhere on the spectrum between up and down 

(thumbs side away). 

b) After reading a text or instruction, the teacher should ask the class 

a question (based on the subject / topic being studied at the time). 

c) The students show their answer via hand signals. 

d) When most of the students show “thumbs up”, the teacher should 

choose one of the students to say their answer. 

e) When the student has stated his / her answer, the rest of the class 

should put their “thumbs up” if they think the answer is correct and 

“thumbs down” if they think it is incorrect. 

f) Teacher does not focus on the students‟ speaking skills but the 

teacher focuses on the students‟ ability in comprehending the text. 
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Regier (2012, p. 18) also stated that after introducing students 

to new learning, do a quick comprehension check to see if students 

understand the information presented. It is a nonthreatening way for 

each student to participate and it provides the teacher with a very quick 

visual snapshot of where the students are at in relation to the concept 

being discussed. 

c. Advantage 

According to Gouzouasis (2011, p. 94), thumbs up, thumbs 

down invites students to actively participate in a discussion or decision 

by putting their thumbs up if they agree or understand a concept or 

thumbs down if they disagree. Students that are unsure can place their 

thumbs sideways to demonstrate that they are unsure. The advantages 

of classroom hand signals are : 

1) Very efficient. 

2) Can theoretically check all students understanding. 

3) Good for checking if students are “with you” in the lesson.  

 

B. Relevant Research 

This research has relevance with other research, a research from David 

W Munro and Jennifer Stephenson. They conducted a research entitled : The 

Effects of Response Cards on Student and Teacher Behavior During 

Vocabulary Instruction. They tried to compare hand-raising conditions and 

Response card to observe the effects of response cards on student responding 

and test scores and teacher questions and feedback. The subject of their 

research was five low participating students. Two students were Native 
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English speakers who had a history of school-related anxiety and excessive 

absences. Three students had emigrated from China, Pakistan, and Iran 

respectively 2 to 4 years prior to the study. From the research, Response cards 

consisted of a set of laminated cards that were accompanied by dry-erase 

markers. During teaching sessions, the teacher wrote the 10 target words on 

the board, and asked the students to respond with the word that matched the 

definition. Students responded by raising their hands or their response cards, 

depending on the condition in effect. The results for student-initiated 

responses in the hand-raising and response-card conditions. Levels of hand 

raising were zero or low for all participants in the hand-raising condition (Ms 

= 0%, 22%, 16%, 26%, and 27% ) and increased in the response-card 

condition (Ms = 46%, 95%, 91%, 100%). 

A research was conducted by Qorri Vidyana Anggraeni entitled “The 

Application of Numbered Head Together in Teaching Speaking to the Ninth 

Grade students of SMPN 3 Gunung Jati”. From the research, she applied 

Numbered Head Together as one of the techniques which can encourage 

students to be active in teaching learning English because they have to interact 

one another in group. The rate of the pre-test score achieved by the student 

before the treatment was 46.67 (1400 : 30 = 46.67) while the rate of post-test 

was 87 (2610 : 30 = 87). From the result of the statistics calculation, it proved 

that the tobserved was 12.12 and ttable was 2.00 at the significant level of 0.05 

with the degree of freedom (df) 28. It means that the application of Numbered 

Head Together in teaching speaking to the ninth grade students of SMP Negeri 

3 Gunung Jati improved speaking skill since the tobserved was higher than ttable 

(12.12 > 2.00). 
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C. The Operational Concept 

In order to clarify the theories used in this research, the researcher 

would like to explain briefly about variable of this research. This research is 

experimental research in which focuses on gaining the effect of using Hand 

Signals Strategy on Students‟ Reading Comprehension at the Second Year of 

State Junior High School 9 Tualang. Therefore, in analyzing the problem in 

this research, there are two variables used. The first is using Hand Signals 

Strategy which refers to teachers‟ strategy in teaching Reading. The second is 

Students‟ reading comprehension at the second year of State Junior High 

School 9 Tualang. Using Hand Signals Strategy is an Independent variable 

and students‟ reading comprehension at the second year of state junior high 

school 9 Tualang is a dependent variable.  

a. According to Regier (2012, p. 18), the indicators of Hand Signals Strategy 

variable (X) are : 

1) Teacher teaches students that “Thumbs up” means “Get it/Agree”, 

“Thumbs down” means “Dont get it/Disagree” and “Thumbs Side 

away” means “Confuse”. 

2) The teacher allows all students to participate without distracting from 

the lesson. 

3) After reading a text or instruction, the teacher makes a question or 

statement based on the text. 

4) Students responsed their answer via hand signals. 

5) Teacher focuses on students who show “thumbs down” and “thumbs 

side away” only.  
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6) The teacher explains the material again or asks to the students who 

show “Thumbs up” to explain the material. 

7) Encourages students to listen to each other and stayes focused during 

discussion. 

b. Based on the syllabus for the eight grade students of Junior High School 9 

Tualang, the Indicators of reading comprehension of recount text (variable 

Y) are seen as follows : 

1) The students are able to identify the specific information of the recount 

text. 

2) The students are able to identify the generic structure of the recount 

text. 

3) The students are able to identify the vocabulary of the recount text. 

4) The students are able to identify the locating reference of recount text. 

5) The students are able to identify the references from the recount text. 

 

D. Assumption and Hypothesis 

1. Assumption 

In this research, the researcher assumes that Hand Signals Strategy 

can improve students‟ reading comprehension of Recount text. The 

students are able to comprehend the recount text better than before, 

especially for the second year of State Junior High School 9 Tualang. 
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2. Hypothesis 

Syafi‟i states that hypothesis is a temporary answer to the problems 

proposed in research project (M Syafi‟i, 2007, p.125). The hypothesis of 

the study can be formulated as follows :  

a.  (Ho) : Students who participate in Hand Signals Strategy class of the 

second year of State Junior High School 9 Tualang don‟t have better 

reading comprehension than students who participate in conventional 

class. 

(Ha) : Students who participate in Hand Signals Strategy class of the 

second year of State Junior High School 9 Tualang have better reading 

comprehension than students who participate in conventional class. 

b.  (Ho) : There is no significant effect on students‟ reading 

comprehension taught by using and taught without using Hand Signals 

Strategy on Recount text at State Junior High School 9 Tualang. 

(Ha) : There is a significant effect on students‟ reading comprehension 

taught by using and taught without using Hand Signals Strategy on 

recount text at State Junior High School 9 Tualang. 

 


