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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Problem 

Reading has very important role in our life. By reading various printed 

materials such as newspapers, magazines, novels, academic books and so on, 

we are able to get a lot of information and knowledge. Reading is one of the 

skills that the students should master it in learning English as a foreign 

language. Because it can help students to make progress in their academic in 

all areas of subjects and it can support the development of knowledge and 

provide the ability to get information. Nunan (2003, p. 68) stated that Reading 

is a fluent process of readers combining information from a text and their own 

background knowledge to build meaning. So that, if there is no meaning being 

created, there is no reading taking place.  

The important point after reading is comprehension. Comprehension is 

the reason for reading. Block, et al (2004, p. 3) said that reading 

comprehension is an active process, directed by intentional thinking that 

allows young readers to make connections between their thinking processes, 

the textual content, and their own knowledge, expectations, and purpose for 

reading. It means that reading comprehension is how readers respond to text 

and interactions or what they bring to the text. 

Junior High School 9 Tualang is one of the schools located in 

Perawang. As a formal education, this school provides English subject to the 

students, especially in reading skill. In Educational Curriculum at the eight 
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grade, the students must achieve two competencies; those are standard 

competence and basic competence. The standard competence of the second 

year at State Junior High School is that the students are required to 

comprehend simple short functional written text and simple essay in daily life 

and knowledge usage. Furthermore, for the basic competence, the students 

must be able to read aloud, respond the meaning, and accept rhetorical steps of 

short functional text and simple essay text such as recount and descriptive 

text.  

Based on the syllabus of Junior High School 9 Tualang, the curriculum 

demands the students of Junior High School 9 Tualang especially in the eight 

grade to comprehend recount and descriptive text. They need to comprehend 

the purpose, structure and linguistics component of recount and descriptive 

text. In Junior High School 9 Tualang, English is taught twice a week with 

time duration about 2 x 40 minutes. Furthermore, the criteria minimum of 

passing grade for the English subject in this school was 70. 

Based on the preliminary study on January 16
th

 2017 and interview 

done with Mrs. Herlina Sari Utami M.Pd as one of the English teacher at 

Junior High School 9 Tualang. The teacher applied conventional strategy in 

teaching reading. In this case, the English teacher explained the lesson and 

asked the students to read the text. Then, the teacher asked the students to find 

out unfamiliar words or asked the students to translate word by word to get the 

information in the text. Next, the teacher gave some questions related to the 

detailed information in recount text. Finally, the teacher concluded the lesson 
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before closing, but when the teacher asked them to identify the specific 

information from the text, some of them still had difficulty and were not able 

to answer it. According to teachers’ explanation, the students in one class 

gained the average score 50–65 in daily test for reading comprehension. It 

means that the students have low comprehension of recount text.  

Based on the description above, the strategy was not effective for the 

students in learning reading because it was still difficult for them to learn 

English especially in reading comprehension. Based on the preliminary 

observation above, the researcher found some phenomena as follows :  

1. Some of the students had problem in finding specific information of 

recount text. 

2. Some of the students had problem in identifying the generic structure of  

recount text. 

3. Some of the students seemed difficult to identify the vocabulary of  

recount text. 

4. Some of the students were still confused about locating reference of 

recount text. 

5. Some of the students seemed difficult to identify the references in reading 

text especially recount text.  

Based on the phenomena above, the researcher assumed that some 

students still had difficulties in comprehending reading recount text. To solve 

the problems above, the researcher would like to offer a strategy that could 

help students’ reading compehension. The strategy is called Hand Signals 

Strategy.  Hand signals are used to rate or indicate students’understanding of 
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content. This strategy requires engagement by all students and allows the 

teacher to check for understanding within a large group. According to Wiliam 

(2011, p. 6), when the whole class simultaneously responds with their hands, 

teachers can assess their level of comprehension instantaneously. 

Based on the explanation and  problem described, the researcher is 

interested in conducting a research entitled : “The Effect of Using Hand 

Signals Strategy on Students’ Reading Comprehension at the Second 

Year of State Junior High School 9 Tualang”. 

B. Problem 

1. Identification of the problem 

Based on the problems described in the background, the 

identification problem of the research is the students still have low 

motivation in reading the text and also have limited vocabulary to 

comprehend the text. The other problems is the teacher does not use the 

appropriate strategy in teaching reading. 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification of the problems stated above, the 

researcher limits the problems to the students’ reading comprehension of 

recount text referring to identifying the specific information, the generic 

structure, vocabulary, locating reference and references from the recount 

text. Therefore, the researcher likes to solve the students’ problem by 

using Hand Signals Stratgy for students’ reading comprehension of 

recount text at the second year of State Junior High School 9 Tualang.  
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3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the limitation of the problem, the researcher formulates 

the problems as follows : 

a. Do the second year students of State Junior High School 9 

Tualang who are taught by using Hand Signals Strategy get better 

reading comprehension of recount text than those who are taught 

without using Hand Signals Strategy at State Junior High School 

9 Tualang? 

b. Is there any significant effect on students’ reading comprehension 

of recount text taught and without being taught by using Hand 

Signals Strategy of the second year students at State Junior High 

School 9 Tualang ? 

C. Objective and Significance of the research 

1. Objective of the Research 

1. To find out whether the students taught by using Hand Signals 

Strategy have better reading comprehension of recount text than 

students taught without using Hand Signals Strategy at state Junior 

High School 9 Tualang. 

2. To find out whether there is a significant effect on the students’ 

reading comprehension of recount text taught and taught without using 

Hand Signals Strategy at the second year of State Junior High School 

9 Tualang. 
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3. To identify if there is a significant effect on the students who are 

taught by using Hand signals strategy and those taught without using 

Hand signals strategy on their reading comprehension of the second 

year at State Junior High School 9 Tualang 

2. Significance of the Research 

Related to the objective of the research, the significance of the 

research is as follows : 

a. To give information about the Effect of Using Hand Signals 

Strategy on reading comprehension of the eight grade students at 

State Junior High School 9 Tualang. 

b. To improve students’ reading comprehension by using Hand 

Signals Strategy. 

c. To give information to the reader of this thesis about the use of 

Hand Signals Strategy. 

d. To enlarge the researcher’s knowledge about Hand Signals Strategy 

and reading comprehension of the second year students’ at State 

Junior High School 9 Tualang. 

D. Definition of the Term 

In order to avoid misunderstanding about the topic of the research, it is 

necessary for the researcher to define the following terms : 

1. Effect 

According to Richards and Schmidt (2002, p. 175), effect is a 

measure of the strength of one variable’s effect on another or the 
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relationship between two or more variables. In this research, the effect 

means the result of applying Hand signals strategy for the students in 

teaching reading comprehension of recount text. 

2. Hand signals strategy 

Hand Signals is when the students use their hands or gestures to 

express their answers to comprehension questions. Catomeresious (2012, 

p. 13) stated that the gestures taught to the students represent 

comprehension strategies and allow the students to use the gestures as a 

tool to create understanding from the text. Gestures not only  keep students 

engaged on the task but also create a mental representation and improve 

reading comprehension. 

3. Reading comprehension 

According to Udy (2013, p. 8), reading comprehension is a process 

of recognizing, retelling and reporting the main idea and details in a text. 

Reading requires a rich background, and also some abilities to 

comprehend the text. And the comprehension is an ability of the student 

itself. It means that, reading comprehension is  ability of the student itself. 

Reading comprehension in this research is the students’ ability in 

comprehending recount text. 

 


