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ABSTRAK 
 

 
 
 Skripsi ini berjudul Students Ability in Developing Narrative Paragraph at Second 
Year Student of Junior High School (SLTPN 1) Kabun Rokan Hulu. Penelitian ini 
merupakan penelitian deskriptif yang hanya mempunyai satu variable, subject penelitian 
ini yaitu para guru yang mengajar mata pelajaran bahasa inggris.Penelitian ini ditujukan 
kepada seluruh guru mata pelajaran bahasa inggris di SLTPN 1 Kabun. Jumlah populasi 
yang diteliti berjumlah 25 orang. Penelitian ini megemukakan dua rumusan masalah, 
yaitu: 

1. Bagaimana kemampuan siswa dalam mengembangkan suatu paragraph narasi.? 
2. Apa-apa saja faktor yang mempengaruhi konteks dan aspek mekanik?   

 
Untuk Mengumpulkan data, penulis mengunakan checklist observasi sebagai 

sebagai instrument utama, sedangkan angket digunakan sebagai data pelengkap. Untuk 
menganalisa nilai rata-rata jawaban dari kedua instrument penulis mengunakan rumus 
“mean” sedangkan untuk memperoleh presentasi dari data tersebut penulis mengunakan 
rumus: 

 
                          Achieved Score 
 NRA :                                                            x 100 

              Highest Standardized Mark  
 
 
 
 
 Berdasarkan instruksi dalam Pengajaran Berbahasa Inggris di SLTPN 1 Kabun 
adalah “bagus” dimana diperoleh presentase sebesar 78 %, artinya pengajaran dalam 
membuat narrative paragraph adalah baik. Dimana faktor-faktor yang sangat 
mempengaruhinya antara lain: 

1. internal faktor 
- sikap guru 
- persiapan guru 

2. eksternal faktor  
- fakto sekolah 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

ABSTRACK 
 

This paper entitles Students Ability in Developing Narrative Paragraph at Second 
Year Student of Junior High School (SLTPN 1) Kabun Rokan Hulu. This research is 
descriptive study. There is only one variable used in this research. The subject of the 
study is teachers. The research had been conducted to all of English teacher at SLTPN 1 
Kabun, total population that researched are three teachers. There are two formulations of 
problems presented in this project paper, there are as follow: 

1. How is the students’ ability in developing a narrative paragraph at SMPN 
1 Kabun Rokan Hulu? 

2. What factors influencing dominantly the students’ ability in developing 
narrative paragraph? 

To collect the data, writer uses checklist observation as the prior instrument and 
questioner as second instrument. To analyze the result of two instruments, writer uses 
average formulation. While, to get the percentage, the writer uses the formula below:   
 

                                    Achieved Score 
 NRA :                                                            x 100 

              Highest Standardized Mark  
 
 
 
 Based on analysis- descriptive analysis by using percentage, it can be concluded 
in teaching narrative paragraph is “good”, where the percentage of result is 78%. It means 
the teaching narrative paragraph is good. There several factors that influence the 
strategies, they are as follows: 

1. Internal factor 
- Attitude 
- Intelligent 

3. External factor 
             -school factors 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 

1.1 Background  

English is a compulsory subject which is taught in each educational level in 

Indonesia, starting from the lowest level up to the highest levels of education. The 

purpose of this is to prepare the students with knowledge of English by which 

they can interact with people of overseas, understand the use of technological 

equipments which are conveyed in English, learn the new inventions which are 

mostly written in English language in order to be able to take parts actively in any 

progress and to compete in the globalization era. 

Therefore, the students eagerly learn English with intention to achieve the 

primary objectives of the instructional process, that is, to be skillful individuals 

who possess excellent capability in every profession. In the meantime, the 

students must be good at four English skills, namely; speaking, writing, reading 

and listening. By having good comprehension on those four skills, the students are 

expected to be able to produce English accurately based on its contextual usage. 

As Brown (1994:27) suggested that there are four skills that should be 

mastered by the students after they learn English. They are speaking, listening, 

reading, and writing. The skills rigorously taught to the students are supposed to 

make them understand, identify, use, and apply them in writing. So, that is way 

the four components above have become compulsory subjects which should be 

studied by the students in the school. 

1 
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One of those four skills is writing in which the students may express their 

ideas; deliver some crucial information and suggestions in written form. In 

relation to produce excellent writing outcomes, the students are required to master 

writing components, they are; grammar/structure, choice of words in appropriate 

contexts, task completion by which the students can write on the basis of what the 

English teachers instruct them to do, and mechanics which deals primarily with 

spelling, punctuation and capitalization.   

The first writing component is grammar/structure. It deals with the rule of 

how English is grammatically and structurally constructed. In this case, the 

students are expected to comprehend tenses, parts of speech and subject, 

predicate, object and compliment in constructing good sentences. An accurate 

arrangement of sentences turns into good paragraphs. 

Furthermore, another essential writing component is use of words in 

appropriate context in order to make the readers understand the content of writing 

delivered in printed language since the use of words not accurately used in proper 

context will make the readers confused to figure our some information stated in 

writing outcomes. 

While task completion is that the students should write a kind of English text 

based on the English teacher’s instruction, say for instance, if the English teacher 

orders the students to write narrative paragraphs, so they should write narrative, 

not descriptive, expository paragraphs or recount and so forth. In shorts, the 

students should write a text based on the English teacher’s instructions and 

expectations. 
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Finally, another writing component is mechanic. Mechanics deal with three 

aspects, they are; spelling, punctuation and capitalization. The students should pay 

fully attention to those three aspects in writing activities in order not to make 

mistakes. The students should write every single letter belongs to a word, no 

missing letter of a word in spelling. In addition, punctuation deals with the codes 

and symbols used in writing activity, while capitalization deals with use of small 

and capital letters in writing activity. 

Based on the explanation from the English teachers of SMPN 1 Kabun 

concerning teaching writing process, they explained that the teaching of writing is 

proposed from first until the third year students during their study at Junior High 

School. 

In the meantime, based on School – Based Curriculum of SMPN 1 Kabun 

that the teaching of English is based on the syllabus for teaching English. The 

teaching of English encompasses reading, writing, speaking and listening. So, 

teaching writing refers to kinds of texts based on standard of competency and 

competency for standard. If the standard of competency emphasizes upon writing 

Recount text, so the English teacher instructs the students to write Recount text, if 

the standard of competency emphasizes on writing, for instance, Narrative, 

Procedure, Descriptive Anecdote texts, the English teacher instructs them to write 

those kinds of texts and so forth. 

The time allocation for teaching English is four sessions (4 x 40 minutes) for 

every week for each class during a week because every teaching session consists 
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of forty (40) minutes. Therefore, there are 160 minutes for teaching English lesson 

for every class during a week. 

In the meantime, the time allocation for teaching writing skill is one session 

(1 x 40) minutes and another three sessions (3 x 40) minutes are for speaking, 

reading and listening. Despite the English teacher only has 40 minutes for 

teaching writing, she is allowed to add one more teaching session for remedial 

process for writing skill as long as the students do not yet achieved the 

standardized mark for every English sub skill, including writing skill. According 

to School – Based Curriculum for SMPN 1 Kabun, the standardized mark for 

writing is 62 point as well as for other sub skills. If some of the students do not 

yet achieved the standardized mark for writing, they must also join remedial 

process for writing skill. 

 The second year students of SMPN 1 Kabun Rokan Hulu Regency still feel 

difficult to express their ideas in producing English in written form because many 

factors, such as they do not master a sufficient amount of English vocabulary, do 

not understand grammar and structure, do not pay attention to the English 

teacher’s instruction in doing a task of writing and do not pay attention to 

spelling, punctuation and capitalization, but their English teacher keeps practicing 

them to write a short English text such as narrative, descriptive and so on. One of 

those kinds of text taught to the second year students of SMPN 1 Kabun is 

narrative.  
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Based on the explanation, the writer is interested in carrying out a research 

entitled:  “The Students’ Ability in Developing Narrative Paragraph at the 

Second Year Students of Junior High School (SLTP) N 1 Kabun Rokan 

Hulu” 

 
1.2 Problem  

Based on some phenomenon described in the background above, the writer 

intends to identify, limits and formulates the problems of the research concerning 

the second year students’ ability in writing narrative paragraph as in the 

following: 

 
1.2.1 Identification of  Problems 

The writer makes the identification of the problems of the research which in 

turn are taken to be indicators as follows: 

1. Are the students able to apply grammatical and structural rules in 

writing narrative paragraph? 

2. Are the students able to use English words in appropriate context when 

writing narrative paragraph that can make the readers understand their 

story? 

3. Are the students able to complete their writing task based on the 

English teacher’s instructions in term of kind and length or 

development of narrative text?  

4. Are the students able to pay attention to spelling, punctuation and 

capitalization in their narrative paragraph? 
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1.2.2 Limitation of  Problems 

In order to avoid an overwhelming concept of the study and to focus on 

particular points of discussion only, the writer makes the limitation of the 

problems on: a) the second year students’ ability in writing English text, and 

b) their ability in writing narrative text only, not other kinds of English texts. 

 

1.2.3 Formulation of the Problems 

To find out the second year students’ ability in writing narrative 

paragraph, the writer formulates the problem of the research as follows:  

1. How is the students’ ability in developing a narrative paragraph? 

2. What factors influencing the students’ ability in developing narrative 

paragraph? 

 

1.3 The Reasons for Choosing the Title 

 Some reasons for choosing the title are as follows: 

1. The problem of the research is very interesting to be investigated, 

because it can help the researcher find out the ability of the students in 

developing narrative paragraph. 

2. The topic is relevant to the writer as one of the students of the English 

department. 
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1.4 The Objectives of the Research 

 The primary objectives of conducting this research are as follows: 

1. To find out the second year students’ ability in developing narrative 

paragraph in relation to their ability in grammar/structure, task 

completion, use of words in appropriate context and mechanics aspects. 

2. To find out the factors influencing the students’ ability in writing 

narrative paragraph. 

 

1.5 Significance of the Research  

1.  To provide meaningful information for both the English teachers and the 

students of Junior High School upon the importance of having good 

comprehension of writing components such as grammar/structure, words 

in context, completing the task in accordance with the teachers’ 

instruction, spelling, punctuation and capitalization. 

2.  To enlarge the writer’s knowledge of the systematical way of producing 

English in written form, including important components of writing skill, 

especially in developing narrative paragraph. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Terms 

 It is very important to clarify some terms used in this research in order to 

avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation for readers. Therefore some terms 

should be justified as one meaning in which readers will clearly understand what 

the writer means. The terms that are required to interpret are as follows: 
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1. Ability  is the capacity or power to do something physical or mental, 

which it can be said innate capacity or the result ( Hornby, 2000:1). In 

this research, it means the second year students’ ability in developing 

narrative paragraph in relation to writing components such as 

grammar/structure, words in context, completing the task in accordance 

with the teachers’ instruction, spelling, punctuation and capitalization. 

2.  Developing refers to trying make a system more advanced, (Hornby 

(2000:362). In this research, the term developing refers to the way of the 

students in creating narrative paragraph. 

3. Narrative Paragraph is the paragraph that is telling or relating of 

occurrences or a series of event, (Syafi’I, 2007:16). In this research, it 

means that the students are asked to write two kinds of narrative texts, 

they are: fable and legend stories. 

4. Paragraph is a unit of information in writing that unified by a central 

idea, (Syafi’I, 2007:210). In this research, it means the second year 

students of SMPN 1 Kabun are asked to write narrative paragraphs in 

form of fable and legend stories. 
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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL FRAAMEWORK 

 

 In relation to support the research activity concerning writing narrative 

paragraph, the writer propounds some relevant theories to the title of the research 

as in the following points. 

 

2.1 The Concept of Narrative Paragraph 

Paragraph is the development of sentences into united meaning and purpose 

in order to provide meaningful information to the readers. While narrative is one 

of kinds of texts in which a story of legends, fables and mystery is developed in 

order to amuse or entertain the readers. 

According to Zobel (2008),” in a narrative paragraph you give information.’ 

You can explain a subject, give directions, or show how to do something. Besides 

another source explains that  narrative paragraph a type of writing that is used to 

explain, describe, give information, or inform.  The text is organized around one 

topic and developed according to a pattern or combination of patterns.  

In the meantime, Syafi’i (2007:16) stated that narrative paragraph is the 

paragraph that is telling or relating of occurrences or a series of event. It also can 

be called storytelling, whether tells a true story or fiction.  

Sarantha and Soo (1995:37) say that narrative writing contains a sequence of 

events together with characters and setting. While Stanly, Shinkin, and Lanner 

(1988:103) and Horn (1977:6) defined that the narrative is as a natural method of 

telling a story step by step. It is obviously a valuable mode to use in retelling of 

9 
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experiences. They also say that there is a key question is “how do you order or. 

arrange experiences that occurred over a period of time in such a way as to convey 

their realness to your audience? The period of time here is often signed by the 

conjunction or connectives. The time connection that sequence events include 

once upon a time, one day, when, the next day, at last, etc. 

In the meantime, Syafii (2007:55) says narrative has certain elements in 

common. They are: Unfold over time, Display Emotion, Center on events more 

than ideas. Unfold Over Time means stories and events happen in a certain order                      

and chronological order must be communicated to the reader. Events or 

experiences are listed in sequence of how they happened and specific scenes are 

set-in time and in-place and recreated for the reader. 

 While Display Emotion, a good narrative paragraph connects readers to 

some sort of emotion felt by the paragraph’s subject. We need a hard work to 

make our writing strong or can play the reader’s emotions through the feeling that 

he or she gets from the sentences in our writing product. Then, Center on Events, 

here, we are not only reporting the detail of what happened; we want to apply a 

broader meaning to the event. In order to do this effectively, we must focus on 

events more than ideas.  

According to Horn ( 1977:9) narration is one of the ways that is used to 

organize the sentences in a piece of writing according to time order. Based on the 

writer’s knowledge narration is a kind of paragraph that tells the sequences of an 

event as if the reader sees the occurrences that happened. In writing a narrative 

paragraph, when telling a story, it is useful to organize the events in chronological 
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order, or time sequences (Karim, Rahmadie, 1997:41). Generally, the events 

should be written about just as they happen, one after the other. The chronological 

order usually used are the time order words and phrases such as “one day”, “last 

June”, “all of a sudden”, “next”, “ finally”, and ect. 

When teaching writing, there are special considerations to be taken into 

account: Which include the organizing of sentence into paragraph, how paragraph 

join together, and the general organization of ideas into coherent piece of 

discourse (Harmer, 1983:48). It is clear that students are required to be able to 

write a paragraph to another paragraph coherently. So, it makes reader easily 

follow what the writers’ purpose. 

Furthermore, Trykas (1987:98) suggested that paragraphing is very 

important in writing. Without paragraph, even a brief writing could be a wide one 

for you and your reader. Paragraphing permits you to subdivide materials into 

manageable parts and at the some time to arrange those parts into unified whole 

that effectively communicate the message about paragraph itself. Coffey (1987) 

explains that the paragraph has three basic parts: the topic sentence, the 

developing sentence, and the conclusion. 

The topic sentence states that the topic or main idea of the paragraph. It must 

be specific enough, so that it can be adequately covered in the paragraph itself. 

The topic sentence can be located in the middle or the end of the paragraph, but 

usually found at the beginning. Developing sentence is to cover completely the 

idea presented in the topic sentence. The quantity of sentence depends on the 

topic. If the idea in the topic sentence is simple, it will take only a few sentences. 



4 
 

 

In addition, the paragraph has to have unity that is the paragraph presents all the 

information necessary to express an idea. 

The conclusion of the paragraph is generally one sentence that brings the 

development of the idea to a close. It lets the readers know that paragraph has 

finished discussing the idea. 

When we write, sometimes we want to tell story. This is called narration. In 

narrative writing, we explain the reader something that happened. When you tell 

friends about your trip from home to the Unites States, you are using narration 

(Pogmiler, 1987:19) 

Moreover, Ruzkiewies (1981:20) adds that narrative mode develops a 

subject or an idea by explaining what happens, how it happens or why it happens 

 “Narration is telling a story or a related series of events. A narrative 

paragraph may contain description or even the kind of explanation that you might 

find in an expository paragraph. But in general, a narrative paragraph has its own 

kind of development, which is influenced by two main concerns showing what 

happened (as opposed to telling about it) and presenting events in the order they 

happened” Mellie (1978:205) 

 

2.2 Components of the Paragraph 

 In order to produce good paragraph, the writer should understand the 

components of writing before producing excellent writing outcomes. Therefore, a 

good writer should pay attention and apply those writing components in their 

writing activities. Paragraph is series of united sentences which deliver particular 

ideas or information to the readers. 
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According to Reid (1988:8)  a paragraph is a series of sentences that develop 

one idea. While Crimmon, (1967) in Amelia (2006: 2) suggested that indicated 

paragraph is an essay in miniature. If the students are able to develop a paragraph 

well, they will be easy to continue their writings become an essay and easy to 

write anything. 

In the meantime, Syafi’i (2007). Stated that Paragraph will be organized 

well, if the students know the placement of paragraph components; topic sentence, 

supporting sentence and concluding sentence. The students should also be able to 

support their topic sentences by using some brilliant ideas. If the students are able 

to develop a paragraph well, they will be easy to continue their writings become 

an essay and easy to write anything. Of course, they will be successful language 

learners. 

In the meantime, Rini Novia (2008:2-3) suggested that when the students 

produce writing a paragraph, first, they need to be good at grammatical and 

structural rules first. They need to construct sentences which are grammatically 

and structurally correct. Second, they should apply mechanics appropriately by 

using accurate spelling of each word, punctuations as language codes and 

capitalization whenever it is required in paragraph writing. Third, they must be 

good at choice of words, knowing which words are accurately used in context of 

the topic since a word has different meanings different context. Fourth, they also 

heed up to any rules determined by the teachers before writing, such as “what kind 

of text the teachers instruct them to write, how many paragraph they need to write, 

etc”. Those are included to “task completion”. 
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Based on the explanation given by Rini Novia above, it can be concluded 

that the students should pay attention to writing components and assessment, they 

are: grammar/structure, mechanics (in term of spelling, punctuation and 

capitalization), choice of words in appropriate context, and task completion (what 

kinds of text, how many paragraph that the English teacher orders them to write 

and so on) in order to produce good English paragraph. 

Before making a narrative paragraph the students have to master about the 

components of paragraph.  According to Syafi’i (2007:3) that there are three 

components of the paragraph, namely: 

   
a. Topic sentence 

The topic sentence state the main idea of the paragraph. It tells what the 

paragraph is about, it contains the idea that that is develop and explained in 

the rest of paragraph. It can be found at the beginning, in the middle or at the 

end, but academic essay they often appear at beginning. Besides, a topic 

sentence clearly states the topic and controlling idea of a paragraph. It 

briefly indicates what the paragraph is going to discuss. Controlling idea 

makes a specified comment about the topic, which indicates what the rest of 

the paragraph will say about the topic. A good topic sentence is: 

1). A complete sentence with a subject, a verb, and a controlling idea. 

2). It is neither too general nor too specific. It states clearly what the 

main idea of the paragraph is, but does not include specific details. 

3). It is usually at the first sentence in the paragraph 
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 Example :    Gold, a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristics 

 Topic Sentence                               controlling sentence 

 

b.  Supporting Sentence 

Supporting sentence develops the topic sentence, in which the writer 

explains topic sentence by presenting reasons, examples, facts, statistics, and 

quotation. The supporting sentence helps the readers understand more 

clearly of what the writer means: they show that the topic is valid. Some 

example of supporting sentence related to topic above: 

- First of all, gold has a luxurious beauty that resistant to corrosion. 

- For example, Macedonian coin remains as unfurnished today as the 

day it was    minted twenty-three century ago. 

- Another important characteristic of gold is its utility in industry and 

science. 

- The most recent application of gold is as an astronaut’s suits. 

 
c. Concluding Sentence 

Concluding sentence is not absolute necessary. In fact, a concluding 

sentence is not customary for every paragraph in a multi paragraph essay. 

However, for single paragraph, especially long ones, a concluding sentence 

is helpful to the reader because it signals the end the paragraph and because 

it is a reminder of the important ideas to think about. 
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A concluding sentence serves three purposes: 

1. It signals the end of the paragraph. 

2. It summaries the main points of the paragraph. 

3. It gives a final comment of your topic and leaves the reader with the 

most important ideas to think about. 

 

2.3 The Factors that Influence the Students’ Ability in Constructing a Good 
Paragraph. 

 
 There many factors that influence the students’ ability in constructing a good 

paragraph. One of them is lack of practice ( Siti Aminah, 2005). It is the dominant 

factors that can obstruct the students in improving their ability. If the student are 

lack practice the five components of writing, of course, they will not be able to 

construct a good paragraph even though they master speaking, reading, and 

listening. 

 The influence factors of the students’ ability in constructing a good 

paragraph may not be separated from the influential factors or learning. Sukami 

and Muspita (1992:29) said that the influential factors of learning writing are: 

internal and external factors. 

 2.3.1 Internal Factors 

 Internal factors are the factor that comes from the students themselves, in 

which is consists of motivation, adequate time, attitudes and intelligent 

(concentration). 
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1. Motivation 

 In general term, the students’ motivation refers to a student’s willingness, 

need desire and compulsion to participate in, and will be successful in learning 

process (Bornia, et all, 1997:1). Motivation is very important for the students who 

want increase their ability in writing. 

 
 2. Attitudes 

 ESL students will be more successful in attempts to write in a second 

language when they possess the above attitudes toward second language in 

general, and their attitudes toward their writing task in particular. Some attitude of 

the student’s toward their writing task are: 

a. A motivation to write. The students will be more successfully to develop 

their writing when they want to write-when they see the writing task as 

worth doing. 

b. The belief that the writing task can be accomplished. 

c. A curious, questioning, and open-minded attitude.  

d. Successful developing writers have a concern for completeness. 

 The learners are wiling to practice. Meaning that, the students’ write and 

write and write again. They try a variety of writing pattern, sentence structure and 

invention techniques to develop their skill. 

 
 3. Adequate Time in Practicing their Writing 

 The time allocation is very important because ESL student will be more 

successful in their attempt to write in a second language where they are wiling to 
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practice their writing (Jane B. Hughey et al, 1983:50). The person who does not 

always practice their writing of course their ability cannot be increased. 

 
 

2.3.2 External Factors 

External factors is the factors that come from the beyond the self. It comes 

from the teacher/lecture, parents, peers and environment. 

A teacher is the dominant factor in teaching and process, the teacher is the 

person who transfers knowledge to the students. In reaching the aims of 

educational institution, the professional teacher is needed very much because if 

the teacher is professional, of course he or she can do teaching process as good as 

possible. The teacher must be able to use the various methods in teaching and 

learning process. In the other words, the teachers are required to be a skillful 

manipulator, using question, commends and other clues to elicit correct sentence 

from the learner. 

Parents play a crucial role in every aspect of the school. Parents can 

motivate their children   to study and do their task or homework. There are five 

main purpose of homework. They are: 

a. Giving the students a chance to review and practice what the have 

learned 

b. Preparing students for the next day’s lesson 

c. Providing opportunities to identify and learn to use resources 

d. Allowing for more in depth exploration of topic that is possible during 

class time 
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e. Helping the students develop time management, study and 

organizational skills. 

Classroom environment is also very important in teaching and learning 

process. The certain elements of the classroom environment such as: seat 

arrangement and students’ behavior will influence how long the students 

remain on task and engaged in their work. The good environment will 

emphasize the process of learning. In a multi sensory environment, as 

students has ample opportunity to feel comfortable pursuing interest in 

variety of ways. 

 

2.4 The Process of Writing a Paragraph 

 In order that the students are easy to develop narrative paragraph, they have 

to know the process of making a paragraph as follow: 

1. Choose a subject that you know about  

Example: Unforgettable experience  

2. Identify your audience  

Example: classmates  

3. Narrow your subject to a topic that will interest your audience.  

Examples: funny experience  

  Our last vacation  

 Sad experience 

4. Collect some ideas about your topic. 

Examples: our last vacation = very interesting 

 Going to the beach 
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 Having fun with my family  

 Eating together besides the beach 

 Very nice place and so fort 

5. List details about some of your ideas that will interest your audience. 

Examples: swimming, sunrise, sunset, wave, and so on. 

6. Limit the ideas to the most important ones you want to communicate.  

Example: Swimming   

                            Or  ----- Choose one of them ---- swimming 

                           Wave 

7. State the main idea of the paragraph in your topic sentence. 

Example: since I came to the beach, the most interesting activity was 

swimming.  

8.  Write the paragraph, using details you have listed.  

 

2.5 Relevant Research 

There are a lot of previous researches regarding with this research. One of 

them was conducted by Citra Amelia (2006). In her descriptive quantitative 

research, She focused her research on the “ students’ ability in constructing a good 

paragraph in writing course at the third year students of English Education 

Department of Education and Teacher Training Faculty of State Islamic 

University”.  She found that the students’ ability in constructing a paragraph is 

weak.  

Based on the title above, the problem which is not yet discussed in the 

previous research will be discussed in this research. The writer focuses on the 
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students’ ability in developing a narrative paragraph and find out what factors 

causing the students ability in developing a narrative paragraph, by using the title 

“students’ ability in developing a narrative paragraph at the Junior High School 

SLTPN 1 Kabun”.  

 

2.6 Operational Concept 

According to Rini Novia (2008:2-3) when the students produce writing a 

paragraph. First, they need to be good at grammatical and structural rules. They 

need to construct sentences which are grammatically and structurally correct. 

Second, they should apply mechanics appropriately by using accurate spelling of 

each word, punctuations as language codes and capitalization whenever it is 

required in paragraph writing. Third, they must be good at choice of words, 

knowing which words are accurately used in context of the topic since a word has 

different meanings in of different context. Fourth, they also heed up to any rules 

determined by the teachers before writing, such as “what kind of text the teachers 

instruct them to write, how many paragraph they need to write, etc”. Those are 

included to “task completion”. 

Based on the explanation given by Rini Novia above, the writer determines 

the operational concept of the research refers to the indicators of writing skill in 

developing narrative paragraph. The indicators of writing skill refer to the 

components of writing. the indicators of the research are: grammar/structure, 

mechanics,  choice of words and task completion as described below:  

1. The students’ ability in using grammar and structure in developing their 

narrative paragraph. 
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2. The students’ ability in using mechanics in term of spelling, punctuation 

and capitalization in developing narrative paragraph. 

3. The students’ ability in choosing the words in appropriate context in 

developing narrative paragraph. 

4. The students’ ability in completing writing narrative task based on the 

English teacher’s instruction in term of kind and length of text, unity and 

coherence, since task completion is one of the writing aspects for 

assessment. 

5. The factors influencing their ability in developing narrative paragraph. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE METHOD OF RESEARCH 

 

3.1 Location and Time of the Research 

The location of this research is at the Junior High School SLTPN 1 Kabun 

where the samples of the research are second year students of junior high school 

SLTPN 1 Kabun. The interval time of conducting this research is for four months, 

started from March until June 2009.  

 

3.2 Subject and Object of the Research 

 The subject of this research is the second year students of SMPN 1 Kabun in 

academic year 2008/2009 to whom the research activities are addressed.  

 The object of this research is the students’ ability in developing narrative 

paragraph by referring to writing components which are taken to be the indicators 

of research for writing assessment. 

 

3.3 Population and the Sample 

 3.3.1 Population of the Research   

The population of this research is the second year students of SLTPN 

1 Kabun Rokan Hulu in academic year 2008/2009. The students are divided 

into six (6) classes and every class consists of 33 up to 36 students. The total 

amount of them is 250 students.  

 
 
 
 

23 
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3.3.2 Sample of the Research 

Since the total amount of the students is more than 100 individuals, 

the writer minimizes such amount into proportional amount. According to 

Suharsimi Arikunto (2001:120), sample of the research can be chosen when 

they are homogenous in order to find generalization of population. Sample 

must be homogenous in sex, age, ability, social status and so on.  If the 

population is more than 100, it is preferred to take 10 – 15 % or 20 – 25 % 

of total population to be sample of the research. 

Based on Suharsimi’s statement above, the writer decides to take 

10% of total population to be sample of the research, or 25 students. 

Statistically, 10 : 100 x 250 = 25 students.   

The population and sample of the research can be seen on the table 

below: 

Table 1 

The Population and Sample of the Research 

Subject  Total 

II a II b II c II d II e II f 

Population 41 42 41 41 42 43 250 

Sample 13 12     25 

Total Sample 25 

 Source: Documentary data at SMPN 1 Kabun, May 2009 
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3.4 Data Collection Techniques 

In collecting the data from the samples of the research, the writer uses the 

instruments as follows: 

3.4.1 Writing Test 

In order to find out their ability in developing narrative paragraph in 

term of grammar/structure, task completion, use of words in appropriate 

context and mechanics aspects, the writer asks the students to write narrative 

paragraph with two types of texts only, they are: legend and fable stories.  

The writer gathers them in particular classroom and asks them to 

write narrative paragraph for 30 – 50 minute of interval of time. 

 

3.4.2 Questionnaire Items 

The writer distributes questionnaire items to the students in order to 

find out the factors influencing the students’ ability in writing narrative 

paragraph. The writer determines the factors influencing their writing 

outcome, they are: a) internal factors, such as motivation, attitude, and 

adequate time for practicing writing and b) external factors, such as English 

teachers/lecturers, parents, peer/ classmates, and environment. The writer 

constructs 10 items for internal factors and another 10 items for external 

factors. Therefore, the questionnaire items distributed to the students are 20 

items 
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3.5 Data Analysis Technique  

This research is analyzed by using descriptive quantitative design, which 

means that the writer analyzes the data from samples using statistical analysis. 

The formula to assess the students’ writing assessment is as follows: 

 

1. Writing Assessment 

The analysis of mistakes made by the respondents is as in the following 

components, they are:  

 
A. Task Completion 

 Scores Criteria 

1.  Superior completion of the task, content appropriate, ideas well - 

developed and well – organized. 

2. Completion of the task, content appropriate, ideas adequately 

developed. 

3. Partial completion of the task, content mostly appropriate and ideas 

are undeveloped. 

4.Minimal completion of the task, content appropriately inappropriate. 

B. Vocabulary 

Scores Criteria 

1. Rich use of vocabulary. 

2. Adequate and accurate use of  vocabulary 

3. Somewhat inadequate and/or inaccurate use of vocabulary 

4. Inadequate and/or inaccurate use of vocabulary 
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C. Mechanics 

Scores Criteria 

1. Few or no errors in spelling, use of diacritical marks, punctuation 

and capitalization. 

2. Mostly accurate spelling, use of diacritical marks, punctuation and 

capitalization. 

3. Somewhat inaccurate spelling, use of diacritical marks, punctuation 

and capitalization. 

4. Inaccurate spelling, use of diacritical marks, punctuation and 

capitalization. 

 
D. Grammar/Structure 

Scores Criteria 

1. Control of basic language structures. 

2. Emerging control of basic language structures. 

3. Emerging use of basic language structures. 

4. Inadequate and/or inaccurate use of basic language structures. 

 
     (Adopted from Pairfax Language Schools - PALS, USA, 2007) 

To find out the percentage, the writer used the following formula:  

The writer uses Norm – Referenced Assessment by Patricia Millan adopted 

in Rini Novia (2007:28) for subjective test (writing skill) to find out the level of 

mistakes encountered by the first year students of SLTPN 1 Rohul in narrative 

paragraph as in the following: 
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                          Achieved Score 

  NRA :                                                            x 100 

                      Highest Standardized Mark  
 
  
 The level of classification in learning process to measure whether the 

students make mistakes or acquire achievement is presented by Muhibbin Syah 

(1995:152) as described in the following table:  

Table 2   

The Level of Classification  

No Interval Scores Letters Classification 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

80 – 100 

70 – 79   

60 – 69 

50 – 59 

0 – 49  

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

Very Good 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Fail 
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CHAPTER IV 

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

 

4.1 Description of the Research Instrument 

In order to get the data from the samples of the research, the writer uses two 

kinds of the instruments, they are: 1) Writing Test, in which the students should 

write a narrative story such as Fable or Legend, and 2) Questionnaire Items, in 

which the students should answer 20 items of the factors influencing their writing 

skill. 

Writing test is intended to find out the students’ ability in writing a narrative 

story in form of Fable or Legend. Their writing outcomes are assessed based on 

writing components, such as “Task Completion, Vocabulary, Mechanics and 

Grammar/Structure” to determine their level of comprehension of English writing 

skill. 

In addition, the writer also uses questionnaire items to find out the factors 

influencing their writing ability in narrative text. In this case, there are two factors 

which are generally influencing the students’ ability in writing English texts, they 

are: 1) Internal Factor and 2) External factor. Internal factor deals primarily with: 

a) Motivation, b) Attitude and c) Adequate Time for Writing Activity. In the 

meantime, external factor deals primarily with: a) Family, b) Teacher and c) 

Peers/Classmates. 

The questionnaire items are distributed to the students in order to know 

which factor is strongly influencing their writing ability in producing English 

stories, especially in producing narrative text. 

29 
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4.2 Data Presentation 

After gathering the students in certain classroom, the writer gives them time 

for writing activity in form of producing narrative texts such as Legend or Fable. 

The writing assessment refers to four components, they are: task Completion, 

Vocabulary, Mechanics and Grammar and Structure. The highest interval score is 

4 and the lowest one is 1. The writer presents the data of the samples of the 

research based on those writing components along with their frequency and 

percentage of their ability for each component in order to measure their 

classifications of mastery in writing such narrative paragraph. 

Furthermore, the writer also distributes the questionnaire items to those 

samples of the research in order to find out which factors (internal or external 

factors) dominantly influence their writing ability in relation to producing English 

text in narrative paragraphs.  

After having received the data of writing test and questionnaire items, the 

writer eventually analyzes those data quantitatively to measure their ability in 

writing English texts, particularly in writing narrative paragraphs. The results of 

their writing activity are presented on the following tables. 

 

4.2.1 The Students’ Ability in Developing Narrative Paragraph 
 

After giving the guidance concerning the writing activity, the writer 

analyzes those data based on Norm – Referenced Assessment as described 

on Chapter III above. The results of the students’ writing activity are as 

follows: 
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Table 3 The Students’ Marks in Task Completion in Writing Narrative 
Paragraph 

 
Task Completion  

Respondent Score 100 X 4 Mark 
1 3 100 300 4 75 
2 1 100 100 4 25 
3 2 100 200 4 50 
4 4 100 400 4 100 
5 3 100 300 4 75 
6 1 100 100 4 25 
7 1 100 100 4 25 
8 1 100 100 4 25 
9 1 100 100 4 25 
10 3 100 300 4 75 
11 1 100 100 4 25 
12 3 100 300 4 75 
13 2 100 200 4 50 
14 3 100 300 4 75 
15 4 100 400 4 100 
16 4 100 400 4 100 
17 2 100 200 4 50 
18 3 100 300 4 75 
19 3 100 300 4 75 
20 3 100 300 4 75 
21 3 100 300 4 75 
22 3 100 300 4 75 
23 2 100 200 4 50 
24 3 100 300 4 75 
25 4 100 400 4 100 

Total Score 63       1575 
Mean 2.5       63 

Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 
 
 

 By looking at the data on Table 3 above, after having analyzed the data 

through Norm – Referenced Assessment, it is clearly seen that only few students 

can complete “Task Completion” in relation to writing narrative text in form of 

Legend or Fable. Some other students fairly complete the task completion, while 

some others seem fail to complete it well. 
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Furthermore, the total score achieved by those students is 63 points and the 

mean score is 2.5 points only. In addition, the total mark achieved by those 

students is 1575 points and the mean score is 63 points. If the mean score is 

correlated to the table of mastery, it can be concluded that their average (63 

points) ability in writing narrative text in term of Task Completion can be 

classified into “fair” classification. 

 

Table 4  The Students’ Frequency and Percentage in Task Completion in 
Writing Narrative Paragraph 

 
No Interval Score Classification Frequency Percentage 

1 80 – 100  Very Good 4 16 % 

2 70 – 79  Good 11 44 % 

3 60 – 69  Fair 0 0 

4 50 – 59  Poor 4 16 % 

5 0 – 49  Fail 6 24 % 

Total  25 100 % 

 Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 
 
  
 Based on the data resented on Table 4 above, it is clearly seen that only 4 

students achieve “very good” classification or 16 % of the total samples of the 

research. While 11 students get “good” classification or 44 % of them, no one of 

them gets “fair” classification, 4 students terribly get “poor” classification or 16 % 

of them and still 6 students tragically get “fail” classification or 24 % of the total 

samples of the research. 

 Therefore, the highest frequency and percentage achieved by those 

samples is “good” classification in which 11 students get this classification in 
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doing Task Completion. While the lowest frequency and percentage achieved by 

those students is “fair” classification because no one of them gets this 

classification in writing narrative paragraph in term of Task Completion.  

 
Table 5 The Students’ Marks in Vocabulary in Writing Narrative Paragraph 
 

Vocabulary 
Respondent Score 100 X 4 Mark 

1 4 100 400 4 100 
2 2 100 200 4 50 
3 3 100 300 4 75 
4 4 100 400 4 100 
5 4 100 400 4 100 
6 3 100 300 4 75 
7 2 100 200 4 50 
8 2 100 200 4 50 
9 2 100 200 4 50 
10 4 100 400 4 100 
11 2 100 200 4 50 
12 4 100 400 4 100 
13 3 100 300 4 75 
14 4 100 400 4 100 
15 4 100 400 4 100 
16 4 100 400 4 100 
17 1 100 100 4 25 
18 3 100 300 4 75 
19 3 100 300 4 75 
20 3 100 300 4 75 
21 3 100 300 4 75 
22 3 100 300 4 75 
23 3 100 300 4 75 
24 4 100 400 4 100 
25 4 100 400 4 100 

Total Score 78       1950 
Mean 3.1       78 

Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 
 
 
 Based on the data on Table 5 above, it is clearly seen that the students’ 

ability in writing narrative paragraph in term of choosing appropriate vocabulary 
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in context. Some of them achieve high marks, some others get medium marks and 

some others get low marks.  

 The total score achieved by those students is 78 point and the mean score is 

3.1 point. While the total marks is 1950 points and the mean score is 78 points. If 

this average score (78 points) is correlated to the table of mastery by Muhibbin 

Syah on Chapter III above, it can be concluded that their ability in writing 

narrative paragraph in term of vocabulary is categorized into “good” 

classification. 

 
Table 6  The Students’ Frequency and Percentage in Vocabulary in Writing 

Narrative Paragraph 
 

No Interval Score Classification Frequency Percentage 

1 80 – 100  Very Good 10 40 % 

2 70 – 79  Good 9 36 % 

3 60 – 69  Fair 0 0 

4 50 – 59  Poor 5 20 % 

5 0 – 49  Fail 1 4 % 

Total  25 100 % 

Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 
 
 
 Based on the data on Table 6 above, it is clearly seen that 10 students get 

“very good” classification or 40 % of total of the them, 9 students get “good” 

classification or 36 % of total of them, none of them get “fair” classification, 5 

students get “poor” classification and still 1 student gets “fail” classification in 

writing narrative paragraph in form of Legend or Fable stories. 

 
 



 7 

Table 7 The Students’ Marks in Mechanics in Writing Narrative Paragraph 
 

Mechanics 
Respondent Score 100 X 4 Mark 

1 4 100 400 4 100 
2 1 100 100 4 25 
3 1 100 100 4 25 
4 3 100 300 4 75 
5 4 100 400 4 100 
6 2 100 200 4 50 
7 1 100 100 4 25 
8 1 100 100 4 25 
9 3 100 300 4 75 
10 3 100 300 4 75 
11 1 100 100 4 25 
12 1 100 100 4 25 
13 2 100 200 4 50 
14 2 100 200 4 50 
15 2 100 200 4 50 
16 1 100 100 4 25 
17 2 100 200 4 50 
18 2 100 200 4 50 
19 1 100 100 4 25 
20 2 100 200 4 50 
21 2 100 200 4 50 
22 2 100 200 4 50 
23 2 100 200 4 50 
24 1 100 100 4 25 
25 2 100 200 4 50 

Total Score 48       1200 
Mean 2       48 

Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 
 
 

By looking at the data on Table 7 above, it is clearly seen that only two 

students get 100 points or “very good” classification, only some students get 

medium scores and the others get low scores in writing narrative paragraph in 

term of “mechanics” which deals with “punctuation, spelling and capitalization”.  

It means that the students still feel difficult to pay attention to punctuation, such as 

comma, full stop, semi colon and so on. In addition, they also feel difficult about 
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spelling, such as some letters are missing from words and so on, and finally they 

also feel difficult about capitalization, which deals with “capital and small letters” 

in writing activity. 

After having analyzed the data quantitatively, the writer finds that the total 

score achieved by those students is 48 points and the mean score is 2 points. In the 

meantime, the total mark achieved by them is 1200 points and the mean is 48 

points. If this mean score (48 points) is correlated to the table of mastery by 

Muhibbin Syah on Chapter III above, it can be concluded that their ability in 

writing narrative paragraph in term of “mechanics” is categorized into “fail” 

classification. 

 
Table 8  The Students’ Frequency and Percentage in Mechanics in Writing 

Narrative Paragraph 
 

No Interval Score Classification Frequency Percentage 

1 80 – 100  Very Good 2 8 % 

2 70 – 79  Good 3 12 % 

3 60 – 69  Fair 0 0 

4 50 – 59  Poor 11 44 % 

5 0 – 49  Fail 9 36 % 

Total  25 100 % 

Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 
 
 

Based on the data on Table 8 above concerning the students’ frequency and 

percentage in term of mechanics, it is clearly seen that 2 students get “very good” 

classification or 8 % of the total of them, 3 students get “good” classification or 

12 % of the total of them, none of them get “fair” classification, 11 students get 
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“poor” classification or 44 % of the total of them and 9 students get “fail” 

classification or 36 % of the total of them. Therefore, the highest frequency and 

percentage achieved by the students in writing narrative paragraph in term of 

mechanics is “poor” classification. 

 
Table 9 The Students’ Marks in Grammar/Structure Narrative Paragraph 

 
Grammar/Structure 

Respondent Score 100 X 4 Mark 
1 4 100 400 4 100 
2 2 100 200 4 50 
3 1 100 100 4 25 
4 3 100 300 4 75 
5 3 100 300 4 75 
6 3 100 300 4 75 
7 2 100 200 4 50 
8 2 100 200 4 50 
9 2 100 200 4 50 
10 3 100 300 4 75 
11 1 100 100 4 25 
12 3 100 300 4 75 
13 3 100 300 4 75 
14 2 100 200 4 50 
15 3 100 300 4 75 
16 3 100 300 4 75 
17 1 100 100 4 25 
18 3 100 300 4 75 
19 3 100 300 4 75 
20 1 100 100 4 25 
21 3 100 300 4 75 
22 2 100 200 4 50 
23 2 100 200 4 50 
24 3 100 300 4 75 
25 3 100 300 4 75 

Total Score 61       1525 
Mean 2.4       61 

Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 
 

Based on the data on Table 9 above concerning the students’ ability in 

grammar/structure at the time they write narrative paragraph, it is clearly found 
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that only 1 student get 100 points, some of them get medium marks while others 

get terribly low marks in grammar and structure. Those marks above reflect the 

students’ ability in grammar and structure is still low in relation to producing 

English in written form. 

In the meantime, their total score is 61 points and the mean score is 2.4 

points. While their total mark is 1525 points and the mean is 61 points. If this 

mean score (61 points) is correlated to the table of mastery by Muhibbin Syah on 

Chapter III above, it can be concluded that their ability in applying grammar and 

structure in writing English paragraphs is categorized into “fair” classification. 

 
Table 10  The Students’ Frequency and Percentage in Grammar/Structure in 

Writing Narrative Paragraph 
 

No Interval Score Classification Frequency Percentage 

1 80 – 100  Very Good 1 4 % 

2 70 – 79  Good 13 52 % 

3 60 – 69  Fair 0 0 

4 50 – 59  Poor 7 28 % 

5 0 – 49  Fail 4 16 % 

 Total   25 100 % 

 Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 
 
 

Based on the data on Table 10 above concerning the students’ frequency and 

percentage in applying grammar and structure in writing narrative paragraph, it is 

clearly seen that only 1 student gets “very good” classification or 4 % of the total 

samples of the research, 13 students get “good” classification or 52 % of the total 

of them, none of them gets “fair” classification, 7 students get “poor” 
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classification or 28 % of the total of them and 4 students still tragically get “fail” 

classification or 16 % of the total of them. 

Therefore, the highest frequency and percentage of the students in grammar 

and structure is “good” classification, in which 13 students or 52 % of the total 

samples of the research. 

 

Table 11  The Students’ Highest and Lowest Marks in Writing Components 

 

No 

Writing Components 

Task  
Completion 

 
Vocabulary 

 
Mechanics 

Grammar 
/Structure 

Total Marks 1575 1950 1200 1525 
Mean 63 78 48 61 

Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 

 
By looking at the data on Table 11 above, the writer finally finds that the 

highest mark achieved by the students in writing narrative paragraph is in 

“vocabulary” component where the total mark is 1950 points and the mean score 

is 78 points and the lowest mark is in “mechanics” component where the total 

mark is 1200 points only and the mean score is 48 points. 

Therefore, the writer can conclude that the students feel fairly easy to use 

vocabulary rather than using mechanics in writing activity. On the other hands, 

those students make lesser mistakes in choosing vocabulary and feel more 

difficult to apply mechanics in term of spelling, punctuation and capitalization in 

writing narrative paragraph. 
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Table 12  The Students’ Marks in Writing Narrative Paragraph based on all 
Writing Components 

 

Respondents 
Achieved 

Scores NRA X 4 Marks 
1 3.75 100 375 4 93.75 
2 1.5 100 150 4 37.5 
3 1.75 100 175 4 43.75 
4 3.5 100 350 4 87.5 
5 3.5 100 350 4 87.5 
6 2.25 100 225 4 56.25 
7 1.5 100 150 4 37.5 
8 1.5 100 150 4 37.5 
9 2 100 200 4 50 
10 3.25 100 325 4 81.25 
11 1.25 100 125 4 31.25 
12 2.75 100 275 4 68.75 
13 2.5 100 250 4 62.5 
14 2.75 100 275 4 68.75 
15 3.25 100 325 4 81.25 
16 3 100 300 4 75 
17 1.5 100 150 4 37.5 
18 2.75 100 275 4 68.75 
19 2.5 100 250 4 62.5 
20 2.25 100 225 4 56.25 
21 2.75 100 275 4 68.75 
22 2.5 100 250 4 62.5 
23 2.25 100 225 4 56.25 
24 2.75 100 275 4 68.75 
25 3.25 100 325 4 81.25 

 Total Score 62.5     1562.5 
 Mean Score  2.5    62.5 

Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 

 

Based in the data presented in table 12 above, it is found that the total 

answers achieved by the students is 62.5 points with the mean score 2.5 points. In 

the meantime, the total mark achieved by the students is 1562.5 points with the 

mean score is 62.5 points. 
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If the mean score achieved by the students was correlated to the table of 

mastery by Muhibbin Syah on Chapter III above, their ability in writing narrative 

paragraph based on all writing components is categorized into “fair” 

classification. Therefore, their average ability in writing narrative paragraph in 

form of Legend or Fable is classified into “fair” 

 

Table 13 The Students’ Individual Score and Classifications in Writing 
Narrative Paragraph 

 
Respondents 

 
 Achieved Scores 

 
Level of Mastery 

Letters Classifications 
1 93.75  A Very Good  
2 37.5  E Fail  
3 43.75  E Fail  
4 87.5  A Very Good  
5 87.5  A Very Good  
6 56.25  D Poor  
7 37.5  E Fail  
8 37.5  E Fail  
9 50  D Poor  
10 81.25  A Very Good  
11 31.25  E Fail  
12 68.75 C  Fair  
13 62.5 C  Fair  
14 68.75 C  Fair  
15 81.25  A Very Good  
16 75 B   Good 
17 37.5  E Fail  
18 68.75 C  Fair  
19 62.5 C  Fair  
20 56.25  D Poor  
21 68.75 C  Fair  
22 62.5 C  Fair  
23 56.25  D Poor  
24 68.75 C  Fair  
25 81.25  A Very Good  

Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 
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Based on the data on Table 13 above concerning the students’ classifications 

in writing narrative paragraph in term Legend or Fable stories, it is clearly seen 

that some students get “very good” classification, some others get “good” 

classification, the others get “fair” classification, another students still get “poor” 

classification and unfortunately some others still get “fail” classification writing 

English paragraph. 

Therefore, the writer concludes that students’ ability in writing narrative 

paragraph gets various classifications, some get high classification, some others 

get medium classification and some others still unfortunately get low 

classification. For those who get high classification should maintain their ability 

in writing components and for those who sill get medium and low classification 

should improve their ability in writing components in order to produce English 

paragraph well. 

 
Table 14  The Students’ Frequency and Percentage in Writing Narrative 

Paragraph 
 

No Interval Score Classification F P 

1 80 – 100  Very Good 6 24 % 

2 70 – 79  Good 1 4 % 

3 60 – 69  Fair 8 32 % 

4 50 – 59  Poor 4 16 % 

5 0 – 49  Fail 6 24 % 

 Total   N= 25 100 % 

Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 
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Based on the data on Table 14 above, it is clearly seen that the students’ 

frequency and percentage in writing narrative paragraph based on the 

classification presented by Muhibbin Syah on Chapter III above are that 6 

students get “very good” classification or 24 % of the total samples of the 

research, only 1 student gets “good” classification or 4 % of the total of them, 8 

students get “fair” classification or 32 % of the total of them, 4 students get “poor: 

classification or 16 % of the total of them and 6 students still get “fail” 

classification or 24 % of the total of them in producing narrative paragraph. 
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4.2.2 The Factors Influencing the Students’ Ability in Developing 
Narrative Paragraph 

 

The results of the students’ answers to questionnaire items are as follows: 

Table 15   The Results of Internal Factors Influencing the Students’ Writing 
Narrative Paragraph 

 

Respondents 
 

Internal Factors 
Total Items 

 
Options 

A VO O S N 
1 6 1 3 0 0 10 
2 0 1 3 6 0 10 
3 9 0 0 0 1 10 
4 3 5 1 1 0 10 
5 5 1 4 0 0 10 
6 3 0 0 1 6 10 
7 4 2 4 0 0 10 
8 9 0 1 0 0 10 
9 5 1 4 0 0 10 
10 8 1 0 1 0 10 
11 4 2 1 2 1 10 
12 6 0 1 3 0 10 
13 5 2 3 0 0 10 
14 4 2 3 1 0 10 
15 2 2 6 0 0 10 
16 4 3 3 0 0 10 
17 2 4 1 0 3 10 
18 10 0 0 0 0 10 
19 3 1 2 4 0 10 
20 4 0 5 1 0 10 
21 5 2 1 2 0 10 
22 4 5 0 1 0 10 
23 8 0 2 0 0 10 
24 4 6 0 0 0 10 
25 3 3 4 0 0 10 

Total  120 44 52 23 11   
  Mean 4.8 2 2.08 0.9 0.4 

Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 
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 Note: 

  A : Always 

  VO : Very Often 

  O : Often 

  S : Seldom 

  N : Never 

 

 Based on the data presented on Table 15 above concerning the internal 

factor influences the students’ writing ability in narrative paragraph. The internal 

factor consists of “Interest, Attitude and Motivation” of the students in writing 

activities , the writer finds that the total score for option “always” is 120 points 

and the mean score is 4.5, the total score for option “very often” is 44 points and 

the mean score is 2 points, the total score for option “often” is 52 points and the 

mean score is 2.08 points, the total score for option “seldom” is 23 points and the 

mean score is 0.9 points and the total score for option “never” is 11 points and the 

mean score is 0.4 points. 

 Based on those data above, it can be concluded that the highest score is 

option “always” with the total score is 120 points. Therefore, it can be concluded 

the students’ interest, attitude and motivation “always” influence their ability in 

producing English stories. 
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Table 16   The Results of External Factors Influencing the Students’ Writing 
Narrative Paragraph 

 

Respondents 
 

External Factors 
Total Items 

 
Options 

A VO O S N 
1 7 0 1 2 0 10 
2 3 1 3 3 0 10 
3 10 0 0 0 0 10 
4 3 3 3 1 0 10 
5 3 0 6 0 1 10 
6 5 0 0 0 5 10 
7 5 0 4 1 0 10 
8 6 0 4 0 0 10 
9 5 2 3 0 0 10 
10 7 1 1 0 1 10 
11 3 3 0 4 0 10 
12 7 1 0 2 0 10 
13 4 2 2 2 0 10 
14 5 0 4 1 0 10 
15 2 1 5 2 0 10 
16 5 3 2 0 0 10 
17 6 1 3 0 0 10 
18 8 1 0 1 0 10 
19 2 1 2 5 0 10 
20 4 0 3 3 0 10 
21 6 0 1 2 1 10 
22 4 2 4 0 0 10 
23 10 0 0 0 0 10 
24 7 1 2 0 0 10 
25 3 3 3 1 0 10 

Total  130 26 56 30 8   
  Mean 5.2 1.04 2.2 1.2 0.3 

Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 

 

Based on the data presented on Table 16 above concerning the external 

factor influences the students’ writing ability in narrative paragraph. The external 

factor consists of “Family, Environment and School” of the students in writing 

activities, the writer finds that the total score for option “always’ is 130 points and 

the mean score is 5.2 points, the total score for option “very often” is 26 points 
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and the mean score is 1.04 points, the total score for option “often” is 56 points 

and the mean score is 2.2 points, the total score for option “seldom” is 30 points 

and the mean score 1.2 points, and the total score for option “never” is 8 points 

and the mean score is 0.3 points. 

Based on those data above, the writer finds that the highest score for external 

factor is for option “always”. Therefore, it can be concluded that external factor 

“always” influence their ability in writing English paragraph, especially in writing 

narrative paragraph in form of Legend or Fable stories. 

 

Table 17   The Difference between Internal Factors and External Factors 
Influencing the Students’ Writing Ability in Narrat ive 
Paragraph 

 

Factors 
 

Options 

A VO O S N 

Internal 120 44 52 23 11 

External  130 26 56 30 8 

Difference  
 

10 
(External 
Factor) 

18 
(Internal 
Factor) 

4 
(External 
Factor) 

7 
(External 
Factor) 

3 
(Internal 
Factor) 

Source: Data analysis in the field, June 2009 

 

 Based on the data on Table 17 above, it is clearly seen that the different 

scores between internal and external factors are that 10 points for option “always”, 

18 points for option “very often”, 4 points for option “often”, 7 points for option 

“seldom” and 3 points for option “never”. In addition, there are three times that 

external factor has higher score than internal factor and there are two times that 

internal factor has higher score than external factor. 
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 Therefore, it can be concluded that both internal factor and external factor 

almost equally influence the students’ writing ability in producing English 

paragraph, especially in writing narrative paragraph in form of Legend or Fable, 

but external factor slightly dominant influences their writing ability in narrative 

paragraph. 

 

4.3 Data Analysis 

After presenting the data on the tables concerning the students’ ability in 

writing narrative paragraph in term of writing components such as Task 

Completion, Vocabulary, Mechanics and Grammar/Structure as well as the data of 

questionnaire items concerning internal or external factors dominantly influence 

their writing ability in narrative paragraph, the writer presents the analysis of the 

data as follows:  

 

4.3.1 The Students’ Ability in Developing Narrative Parragraph 

By looking at the data on Table 3 above concerning the students’ ability in 

writing narrative paragraph in term of Task Completion, the total score achieved 

by those students is 63 points and the mean score is 2.5 points only. The total 

mark achieved by those students is 1575 points and the mean score is 63 points. If 

the mean score is correlated to the table of mastery, it can be concluded that their 

average (63 points) ability in writing narrative text in term of Task Completion 

can be classified into “fair” classification. 
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It can be concluded that in general those students still need to improve their 

ability in completing the task of writing given by the English teachers at the 

school in order to be able to produce English paragraph better in the future. 

 Based on the data resented on Table 4 above, the highest frequency and 

percentage achieved by those samples is “good” classification in which 11 

students or 44 % of them get this classification in doing Task Completion. While 

the lowest frequency and percentage achieved by those students is “fair” 

classification because no one of them gets this classification in writing narrative 

paragraph in term of Task Completion. Other 4 students achieve “very good” 

classification or 16 % of the total samples of the research, no one of them gets 

“fair” classification, 4 students terribly get “poor” classification or 16 % of them 

and still 6 students tragically get “fail” classification or 24 % of the total samples 

of the research. 

 Therefore, it can be concluded that the students’ ability in writing narrative 

paragraph in term of Task Completion based on the highest frequency and 

percentage is “good”. In addition, the writer also concludes that for those who still 

get low scores should pay attention to the English teachers’ instruction and 

understand the whole content of the story in order they can “complete” writing 

task given by the English teachers.    

 Based on the data on Table 5 above, it is clearly seen that the students’ 

ability in writing narrative paragraph in term of choosing appropriate vocabulary 

in context. Some of them achieve high marks, some others get medium marks and 

some others get low marks.  The total score achieved by those students is 78 point 
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and the mean score is 3.1 point. While the total marks is 1950 points and the mean 

score is 78 points.  

 It can be concluded that this average score (78 points) that their ability in 

writing narrative paragraph in term of vocabulary is categorized into “good” 

classification. A number of the students of SMPN 1 Kabun should maintain their 

ability in writing English story concerning the use of vocabulary in context, while 

some others should improve their understanding about the use of vocabulary in 

context in order to make the readers understand the sequence of whole events in 

narrative stories. 

Based on the data on Table 6 above, it is clearly seen that 10 students get 

“very good” classification or 40 % of total of the them, 9 students get “good” 

classification or 36 % of total of them, none of them get “fair” classification, 5 

students get “poor” classification and still 1 student gets “fail” classification in 

writing narrative paragraph in form of Legend or Fable stories. 

It can be concluded that, in general, those students achieve better 

understanding about the use of vocabulary when they are writing narrative 

paragraph. For those who still get low marks in “vocabulary” should improve 

their ability in the future by asking explanation about vocabulary usage to their 

English teachers or faster students of their classmates in order to be able to 

accelerate their understanding on vocabulary in appropriate context in the future. 

Based on the data presented on Table 7 above, the writer finds that only two 

students get 100 points or “very good” classification. While the rest of those 

students get medium scores and the others get low scores in writing narrative 



 23 

paragraph in term of “mechanics” which deals with “punctuation, spelling and 

capitalization”.   

After having analyzed the data quantitatively, the writer finds that the total 

score achieved by those students is 48 points and the mean score is 2 points. In the 

meantime, the total mark achieved by them is 1200 points and the mean is 48 

points. It can be concluded that their ability in writing narrative paragraph in term 

of “mechanics” is categorized into “fail” classification. In addition, the writer can 

also be concluded that some the students still do not to pay special attention to 

punctuation, such as comma, full stop, semi colon and so on. In addition, they also 

feel difficult about spelling, such as some letters are missing from words and so 

on and finally they also feel difficult about capitalization, which deals with 

“capital and small letters” in writing activity. 

Therefore, the English teachers should remind the students about 

“mechanics aspects” every time they are asked to write English paragraph in order 

to improve their ability in spelling, punctuation and capitalization. For those who 

get better marks in mechanics must maintain their ability in the future. 

Based on the data on Table 8 above concerning the students’ frequency and 

percentage in term of mechanics, it is clearly seen that 2 students get “very good” 

classification or 8 % of the total of them, 3 students get “good” classification or 

12 % of the total of them, none of them get “fair” classification, 11 students get 

“poor” classification or 44 % of the total of them and 9 students get “fail” 

classification or 36 % of the total of them.  
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Therefore, the writer concludes that the highest frequency and percentage 

achieved by the students in writing narrative paragraph in term of mechanics is 

“poor” classification. The students still feel difficult to use appropriate 

punctuation, spelling and capitalization in writing activity. So, the English 

teachers should guide and remind them about mechanics when they are asked to 

write another English paragraphs in the future. 

Based on the data on Table 9 above concerning the students’ ability in 

grammar/structure at the time they write narrative paragraph, the writer finds that 

only 1 student get 100 points, some of them get medium marks while others get 

terribly low marks in grammar and structure. Those marks above reflect the 

students’ ability in grammar and structure is still low in relation to producing 

English in written form. While, their total score is 61 points and the mean score is 

2.4 points. While their total mark is 1525 points and the mean is 61 points. 

It can be concluded that, in general, their ability in applying grammar and 

structure in writing English paragraphs is categorized into “fair” classification. 

The English teachers should continually teach them about grammatical and 

structural rules and remind them about grammar and structure when they are 

asked to write English paragraph in order to improve their comprehension in 

English grammatical and structural rules in the future. 

Based on the data on Table 10 above concerning the students’ frequency and 

percentage in applying grammar and structure in writing narrative paragraph, the 

writer finds that only 1 student gets “very good” classification or 4 % of the total 

samples of the research, 13 students get “good” classification or 52 % of the total 
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of them, none of them get “fair” classification, 7 students get “poor” classification 

or 28 % of the total of them and 4 students still tragically get “fail” classification 

or 16 % of the total of them. In the meantime, the highest frequency and 

percentage of the students in grammar and structure is “good” classification, in 

which 13 students or 52 % of the total samples of the research. 

The writer can concludes that the students have “good” ability in grammar 

and structure, but few of them still need to improve their comprehension of 

grammar and structure under the English teachers’ guidance during learning and 

teaching process in the classrooms in order to achieve better comprehension of 

both grammar and structure in the future. 

Based on the data on Table 11 above, the writer finally finds that the highest 

mark achieved by the students in writing narrative paragraph is in “vocabulary” 

component where the total mark is 1950 points and the mean score is 78 points 

and the lowest mark is in “mechanics” component where the total mark is 1200 

points only and the mean score is 48 points.  

Referring to the data above, the writer can conclude that the students feel 

fairly easy to use vocabulary rather than using mechanics in writing activity. On 

the other hands, those students make lesser mistakes in choosing vocabulary and 

feel more difficult to apply mechanics in term of spelling, punctuation and 

capitalization in writing narrative paragraph. 

Based in the data presented in table 12 above, it is found that the total 

answers achieved by the students is 62.5 points with the mean score 2.5 points. In 
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the meantime, the total mark achieved by the students is 1562.5 points with the 

mean score is 62.5 points.  

Therefore, the writer can concludes that the students’ ability in writing 

narrative paragraph based on all writing components is categorized into “fair” 

classification, because their average ability in writing narrative paragraph in form 

of Legend or Fable is 62.5 points or it is categorized into “fair” classification. 

Based on the data on Table 13 above concerning the students’ classifications 

in writing narrative paragraph in term Legend or Fable stories, it is clearly seen 

that some students get “very good” classification, some others get “good” 

classification, the others get “fair” classification, another students still get “poor” 

classification and unfortunately some others still get “fail” classification writing 

English paragraph. 

Therefore, the writer concludes that students’ abilities in writing narrative 

paragraph are various from one to another, some get high classification, some 

others get medium classification and some others still unfortunately get low 

classification. For those who get high classification should maintain their ability 

in writing components and for those who sill get medium and low classification 

should improve their ability in writing components in order to produce English 

paragraph well. 

Based on the data on Table 14 above, the writer finds that the students’ 

frequency and percentage in writing narrative paragraph based on the 

classification presented by Muhibbin Syah on Chapter III above are that 6 

students get “very good” classification or 24 % of the total samples of the 
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research, only 1 student gets “good” classification or 4 % of the total of them, 8 

students get “fair” classification or 32 % of the total of them, 4 students get “poor: 

classification or 16 % of the total of them and 6 students still get “fail” 

classification or 24 % of the total of them in producing narrative paragraph. 

The highest frequency and percentage achieved by those students is “fair” 

classification. Therefore, the writer concludes that their average ability in writing 

narrative paragraph is categorized into “fair” classification. The writer also 

concludes that the English teachers should give more chances for the students to 

practice their writing skill in order to prepare them with good knowledge of 

English writing skill in the future. 

 

4.3.2 The Factors Influence the Students’ Ability in Developing 

Narrative Paragraph 

 The analysis of the data for questionnaire items is as follows:  

 Based on the data presented on Table 15 above concerning the internal 

factor influences the students’ writing ability in narrative paragraph, the writer 

determines that the internal factor consists of “Interest, Attitude and Motivation” 

of the students in writing activities. The writer finds that the total score for option 

“always” is 120 points and the mean score is 4.5, the total score for option “very 

often” is 44 points and the mean score is 2 points, the total score for option 

“often” is 52 points and the mean score is 2.08 points, the total score for option 

“seldom” is 23 points and the mean score is 0.9 points and the total score for 

option “never” is 11 points and the mean score is 0.4 points. 
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 Therefore, the writer concludes that the highest score is option “always” 

with the total score is 120 points. Therefore, it can be concluded the students’ 

interest, attitude and motivation “always” influence their ability in producing 

English stories. 

Based on the data presented on Table 16 above concerning the external 

factor influences the students’ writing ability in narrative paragraph, the writer 

determines that the external factor consists of “Family, Environment and School” 

of the students in writing activities, the writer finds that the total score for option 

“always’ is 130 points and the mean score is 5.2 points, the total score for option 

“very often” is 26 points and the mean score is 1.04 points, the total score for 

option “often” is 56 points and the mean score is 2.2 points, the total score for 

option “seldom” is 30 points and the mean score 1.2 points and the total score for 

option “never” is 8 points and the mean score is 0.3 points. 

Because the highest score for external factor is for option “always”. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that external factor “always” influence their ability 

in writing English paragraph, especially in writing narrative paragraph in form of 

Legend or Fable stories. 

Based on the data on Table 17 above, the writer finds seen that the different 

scores between internal and external factors are that 10 points for option “always”, 

18 points for option “very often”, 4 points for option “often”, 7 points for option 

“seldom” and 3 points for option “never”. In addition, there are three times that 

external factor has higher score than internal factor and there are two times that 

internal factor has higher score than external factor. 
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 Therefore, the writer concludes that both internal factor and external factor 

almost equally influence the students’ writing ability in producing English 

paragraph, especially in writing narrative paragraph in form of Legend or Fable, 

but external factor slightly dominant influences their writing ability in narrative 

paragraph. Furthermore, the writer also concludes that the English teachers should 

pay attention seriously to both students’ internal and external factors in teaching 

English, particularly in teaching English writing activity to them in order they can 

generate the internal and external factors to improve their learning outcome in the 

future. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

5.1 Conclusion 

After having completely analyzed the data concerning the second year 

students’ ability in writing narrative paragraph in form of Legend or Fable and the 

factors influence their writing skill, the writer finally came to the conclusion as 

the research findings described in the following: 

1. The students’ total mark is 1525 points and the mean is 61 points in 

writing narrative paragraph in form of Legend or Fable. Therefore, their 

ability in writing narrative paragraph can be categorized “fair” 

classification. The highest mark for writing components achieved by the 

students is in “vocabulary” which is totally 1950 point and the mean 

score is 78 points. In contrast, the lowest mark for writing component 

achieved by those students is in “mechanics”, which is totally 1200 

points and the mean score is 48 points only. 

2. Both internal and external factors influence their ability in writing 

narrative paragraph in form of Legend or Fable, but external factor has 

slightly high effects upon their writing ability rather than internal factor. 

 

5.2 Suggestion 

Based on the research findings above, the writer gives some valuable  

suggestions to the persons who shown a great attention to the teaching of English 

58 
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at Senior High School level, particularly in teaching writing skill to the students in 

the classrooms, they were: 

1.   Some Suggestions for the English Teachers at Junior High School 

The English teacher should give the students more opportunities to 

generate them to actualize themselves in English writing skill in order 

they can produce their ideas in written English form. The students are 

expected to be familiar with writing many kinds of titles in relation to 

improving their writing skill in the future. 

Furthermore, the English teachers should explain the importance of 

mastering writing components before ordering them to write a certain 

title in English. In the other words, the English teachers should explain 

of how to apply grammar/structure correctly in writing activities, how to 

use the words in appropriate context, how to apply mechanics 

(punctuation, capitalization and spelling), how to use connectors, unity 

coherence and how to complete the tasks based on the teachers’ 

instructions. So, the students of Senior High School are expected to be 

able to improve their writing skill gradually and minimize their mistakes 

in writing components in the future. 

 
2.Some Suggestions for the Students of Junior High School 

The students of Senior High School should try to write English text 

regularly in order to improve their difficulties in English writing skill. 

The students should also pay attention to writing components when they 

are expressing ideas or delivering some important information in written 
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form. In the other words, they should pay attention to grammatical and 

structural rules, use words in appropriate context to avoid making 

mistakes because of Indonesian language, use the coherence and 

connectors to connect the previous idea to the next one in order to make 

the sequence of event in their text to be easily understood by the reader, 

use of correct punctuation, spelling and capitalization and finally they 

should be able to complete the writing task based on the English 

teachers’ instructions. 

.   
3.Some Suggestions for the Next Researchers 

The writer finally expected this research activity could provide 

significant and valuable references for the next research who will 

someday carry out the research activities in a similar topic of discussion. 
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INSTRUMENT OF THE RESEARCH 

 

Name :  

Class : 

 

 

Instructions! 

 

1. This kind of test is purely administered for research purpose only, nothing to 

leave a negative effect on your academic achievement. 

2. You are asked to write a narrative paragraph in form of Legend or Fable 

(optional). 

3. Pay fully attention to writing components, such as grammar/structure, choice 

of words, mechanics and task completion. 

4. You are definitely allowed to look up English dictionary, construct clusters or 

any writing approach to complete the task. 

5. Thank you for your kind collaboration. 
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